Achieving Health Equity and
Environmental Justice

Community Vitality and Safety Committee
September 28, 2023

Jacques Colon, Chief Strategy Officer, City of Tacoma
Naomi Wilson, Health Assessment Director, Tacoma-Pierce County Health Department

Define Health Equity and Environmental Justice

Show Health Metrics used to track progress:

* Equity Index

* Climate Action Plan

* Health Equity Assessment

* Community Health Assessment/ Improvement Plan

9/26/2023



9/26/2023

++s Whatis Health Equity/ Environmental Justice

Health Equity

» Health disparities are any differences in the presence of disease, health outcomes, or access to health care between
population groups.

* Health inequities are those differences in health that are unnecessary, avoidable, unfair and unjust.

* Health equity means that everyone has a fair opportunity to live a long, healthy life. It implies that health should
not be compromised or disadvantaged because of an individual or population group’s race, ethnicity, gender,
income, sexual orientation, neighborhood, or other social condition.

» Health equity means that there are fair opportunities for health across places and across different population groups.

Environmental Justice

*  Environmental justice (EJ) is the fair treatment and meaningful involvement of all people regardless of race, color,
national origin, or income with respect to the development, implementation and enforcement of environmental
laws, regulations and policies.

*  Fair treatment means no group of people should bear a disproportionate share of the negative environmental
consequences resulting from industrial, governmental and commercial operations or policies. —

°°®* What is the Equity Index?
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Dataset Category Equity Index Map

Parks & Open Space
Healthy Food Availability
Transit Access Score

Voter Participation Rate

Four Year Average Voter Participation Rate
Households with Internet

Average Pavement Condition

Household Vehicle Access

Tacoma Nuisance Index

Tacoma Crime Risk

Urban Tree Canopy

Average Life Expectancy

Cost-Burdened Households

Owner Cost Burden

Livability

Renter Cost Burden

Pedestrian and Bike Trails

Bike and Pedestrian Facilities

Pedestrian/Bicycle Crashes

Percentage without Healthcare

Median Home Value

Percent of 25+ Year Old's with Bachelor’s Degree or More
Bachelors Degree or More Rate

Average Testing Proficiency

Average Student Mobility Education

High School Graduation Rate

Kindergarten Readiness Rate Opportunity
. Very High

High

Jobs Index

Median Household Income
200% of the Poverty Line or Less Economy
Unemployment Rate
Moderate

NOx - Diesel Emissions

0Ozone Concentration .
Environmental

Health

Low

PM2.5 Concentration

Populations Near Heavy Traffic Roadways

Urban Heat Island Effect Very Low

Focusing on Environmental Health
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eee Equity Index Data Over Time
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eee Equity Index Data Over Time

2018

2018 Dataset
Parks & Open Space
Healthy Food Availability

Category

Transit Access Score -
Voter Participation Rate ey
Average Pavement Condition
Households with Internet
‘Tacoma Nuisance Index
Tacoma Crime Risk
Urban Tree Canopy .
Average Life Expectancy Ly
Cost-Burdened Households
Median Home Value
Bachelors Degree or More Rate
High School Graduation Rate
Average Testing Proficiency
Average Student Mobility
Jobs Index

Education

Median Household Income =
200% of the Poverty Line or Less conomy

Unemployment Rate

2020

2020 Dataset
Parks & Open Space

Category

Healthy Food Availability
Transit Access Score PR
Voter Participation Rate szl
Average Pavement Condition
Households with Internet
‘Tacoma Nuisance Index
‘Tacoma Crime Risk
Urban Tree Canopy B
Average Life Expectancy, Livatlisy
Cost-Burdened Households
Median Home Value
Bachelors Degree or More Rate
High School Graduation Rate .
Average Testing Proficiency Elitzien
Average Student Mobility
Jobs Index
Median Household Income.
200% of the Poverty Line or Less Ecanciny
Unemployment Rate
NOx - Diesel Emissions
Ozone Concentration
PM2.5 Concentration
Populations Near Heavy Traffic Roadways
Urban Heat Island Effect — Environmental
Toxic Releases Health
Housing Lead Risk
Proximity to Hazardous Waste Treatment Storage/Disposal
Proximity to Superfunds

Proximity to Risk Mgmt Facilities

2022

2022 Dataset
Parks & Open Space
Healthy Food Availability

Category

Transit Access Score
Voter Participation Rate S
Average Pavement Condition Lzl
Households with Internet

Four Year Average Voter Participation Rate
Household Vehicle Access

Tacoma Nuisance Index

‘Tacoma Crime Risk

Urban Tree Canopy

Average Life Expectancy

Cost-Burdened Households

Median Home Value

Renter Cost Burden itz

Owner Cost Burden

Bike and Pedestrian Facilities

Pedestrian/Bicycle Crashes

Pedestrian and Bike Trails

Percentage without Healthcare

Bachelors Degree or More Rate

High School Graduation Rate

Average Testing Proficiency

Average Student Mobility

Percent of 25+ Year Old's with Bachelor’s Degree or More

Education

Kindergarten Readiness Rate
Jobs Index
Median Household Income
200% of the Poverty Line or Less Ecofiomy:
Unemployment Rate
NOx - Diesel Emissions

0zone Concentration .
Environmental

Health

PM25 Concentration
Populations Near Heavy Traffic Roadways
Urban Heat Island Effect
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Pierce County Equity Index
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Equity in Action

One Map Transforming City Work in Tacoma




______*°°(limate Action Plan

Tacoma's 2017 Canopy Cover Distribution
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Protect and preserve healthy

11

* Extreme Heat
* Fine Particle Pollution (PM 2.5)
* Diesel Exhaust

Air Quality Monitoring:

* Puget Sound Clean Air Agency Air
Sensor Dashboard PM 2.5

* Stationary, regulatory monitoring
stations

* Calibrated sensors (Purple Air)

Air Quality Risks and Monitoring

Air Quality Risks:

\w/ N M;\\

cam

TErowE i ’d-—3 ’ umn'n'u |

AL ~ } indian
‘) Tac

L —RecEryation
&( ik ;,q.-.ns;h-

Unive’r(sily Place *JB—-*M
S AN
132 | ;
é e

| Y
@ b O e
| e |
12
= Lakewood s
. 17 e Leaflel | @ Dpen“tre=trdap cunlrlbum 3

12

9/26/2023



°°°2022 Data Summary

Air Quality Health Categories

Moderate | Unhealthy for Very Hazardous
Sensitive Group Unhealthy
74 8 2 0 0

Pierce County 281

# of Days above PSCAA Health Goal for Fine Particle Black Carbon at Tacoma Tideflats
Pollution (> 25 micrograms/cubic meter)

Quarterly Average
¢ Tacoma South L = 25 days
* Tacoma Tideflats = 15 days

Black Carban {micrograms/cublc
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WA Climate Commitment Act —

°*®Overburdened Communities

o 16I laces statewide that are overburdened AND highly impacted by criteria air
pollution

* East and South Tacoma

o Work with tribal governments to identify which of their communities are highly
impacted by criteria air pollution.

o Involve identified communities as this work progresses.
o Expand the air monitoring network in identified communities.
o Collect and analyze data about criteria air pollutants affecting these communities.

o Work to reduce criteria air pollution in identified communities, as we get more
money to pay for this work.

o Report every two years about criteria air pollution, greenhouse gas emissions,
and health impacts in each community.

o Re-evaluate the list of communities every six years. 14
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Focus on Air Quality

Air Pollution - Particulate Matter in Pierce County, WA
1 Average daily density of fine particulate matter: county, state and national trends
/ L L1 2 Q m Pierce Cgunty is getting better for this measure.
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Why be idle free?
s
4
For your health. Protect the planet. Save fuel and money.
Idling fumes can cause Idling cars release harmful It takes less gas to restart s
serious diseases like chemicals, gasses, and your engine than to idle for Data in this trend graph are taken from the Environmental
asthma, heart disease, pollutants that contribute to 10 seconds or longer. Public Health Tracking Network, and will not match data used
chronic bronchitis, and regional haze and global in the 2014-2016 Rankings.
cancer. climate change.
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°°° TPCHD Health Equity Assessment

Asthma prevalence, by ZIP code, H i i+ H H
B Coants aoe 2t Asthma is a serious condition |mpact|ng

both adults and children. The impacts are
born disproportionally among the poor
and people of color.

Prevalence in Pierce County

* More racially diverse areas

* Areas where there are higher
levels of poverty

* Higher prevalence near
major highways

16
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®®®*TPCHD Health Equity Assessment

Heat Index v. Rate of Heat-Related ED/Urgent Care Visits, June
2020-Aug 2022, Pierce County

Heat Index (F)
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Heat Islands in Tacoma, 2017
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Community Health Needs Assessment/
______*°® Improvement Plan (CHNA/ CHIP)

: 2022 Community Health Needs
Community Healthy Improvement Plan Priorities Assessment (CHNA)

Healthy Neighborhoods & Healthy Communities

Neighborhoods are where we live. Communities are how we live together. Key Findings:

* Behavioral Health

* Chronic Disease

* Access to Care
Maternal Child Health
Violence & Injury

Equitable
access to

Value and

celebrate

diversity. 18
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______*®*Conclusions

* Consider Health in All Policies, including land use and
transportation planning

* Make it easy and safe for residents of all ages and abilities to
walk, roll, bike, skate, or bus to where they want to go.

* Provide more support for mixed-use development that
combines affordable and deeply affordable housing with
access to jobs, services, and amenities, especially near transit.

* Reduce the number of families displaced from
opportunity-rich neighborhoods.
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