
DOWNTOWN TACOMA PARTNERSHIP 

BUSINESS IMPROVEMENT AREA WORK PLAN 

2026-2027 

The Downtown Tacoma property owners and City of Tacoma formed a business improvement 
area [BIA] under RCW 35.87A on April 5, 1988 under Substitute Ordinance 24058, 
reestablished on March 10, 1998 under Ordinance 26205, reestablished again on February 19, 
2008 under Ordinance 27696, and most recently reestablished again on March 27, 2018 under 
Ordinance 28496. The following is the thirty-eighth year work plan for the business 
improvement area, operating under the Downtown Tacoma Partnership name [DTP], effective 
from May 1, 2026 to April 30, 2027. It includes the administration of the program, appeals 
process, board and committees, and plans for maintenance, security and marketing. 

PLAN OF ACTION 

I. CITY OF TACOMA

The City of Tacoma will collect funds and deposit those funds in an interest bearing
account that will be reflected in a separate ledger. The City will contract with the Local
Development Council [LDC] (dba Downtown Tacoma Partnership [DTP]) for
management services, which contract is hereafter called the BIA Agreement. No
provision of this work plan shall relieve the DTP from carrying out the annual program in
accordance with the terms and conditions of the BIA Agreement.

II. DOWNTOWN TACOMA PARTNERSIDP

A. The Downtown Tacoma Partnership membership consists of representatives
designated by the owners of record of properties subject to paying assessments into
the district. This group elects a Board of Directors to review BIA programming and
determine if the funds are being spent in a proper manner, and each year this
representative body prepares a new budget and work program for the following year
based on identified needs, recognition of problem areas and experience from the
previous year. The plan calls for an administrative team from the DTP to manage
services, see that there is adequate insurance coverage, oversee all functions and
report directly to the Board. The DTP will make an annual report available to all
ratepayers and will be ready to respond to issues or emergencies.

B. The DTP will rent or purchase all equipment and materials needed to manage the
district in accordance with City Ordinance 28496 and Chapter R.C.W. 35.87A. It will
provide all personnel or subcontract all services and personnel necessary for its
operation.

C. The City will enter into an agreement with the DTP for the management of the BIA.
D. All equipment purchased with funds generated from the BIA will be returned to the

City should the district be discontinued.
E. Appeals

1. The DTP will provide appeal forms and information to ratepayers relative to the
process for correction or appeal of assessments pursuant to City Ordinance 28496.
When requested by the City, DTP staff will provide administrative assistance in
determining factual issues pertaining to application of the assessment to a










