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Tacoma 

WEEKLY REPORT TO THE CITY COUNCIL 

February 6, 2020 

Members of the City Council 
City of Tacoma, Washington 

Dear Mayor and Council Members: 

ACTION REQUESTED 

1. This is a reminder that you are required to submit to the Public Disclosure
Commission, no later than Wednesday, April 15th

, your "Personal Financial
Affairs Statement." In addition, please provide a copy of your report to the
City Clerk's Office for our records. The Public Disclosure Commission's link
for filing is: https://www.pdc.wa.gov/learn/file-online.

ITEMS OF INTEREST 

2. Planning and Development Services (PDS) will be implementing a new project
sign requirement for new development projects starting on February
14th. This new project sign requirement is in alignment with the City and PDS's
strategic vision to increase our civic engagement, and is part of a greater
enhancement project focused on increasing our public noticing and engagement
on new development projects. This new sign rule will be required for all new
developments of a certain size who submit an application after the 14th

. These
signs will be posted during the project review phase and will stay up until project
completion. PDS is continuing to work on our Pre-construction Engagement and
Protection Standards Project and will have additional enhancements coming
shortly. Go to www.tacomapermits.org and click on land use notices for
more information.

3. Planning and Development Services Director Peter Huffman and Planning
Manager Brian Boudet provide the attached newsletter: "We All Make One
Tacoma - Long Range Planning News and Updates." The newsletter
summarizes some of the significant planning projects and historic preservation
programs accomplished during 2019 and highlights many on-going and new
initiatives for 2020, aimed at mobilizing the community to collaboratively fulfill
Tacoma's destiny. The newsletter is intended to provide Council Members a
timely piece of background information and reference as they proceed with the
Strategic Planning Work Session on February 7th

. 

4. The Equity in Contracting (EiC) initiative is showing early wins! The Safe
Routes to School- Pedestrian Safety Video contract (#PW19-0420F) in the
amount of $35,000 was awarded to Blue Shift Media, a Native American owned
production company. Blue Shift Media was initially hesitant about bidding on City
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of Tacoma contracts. With the new policies created under the Equity in 
Contracting initiative and performing meaningful outreach, along with the MBDA 
Business Center providing technical assistance to their extensive list of minority 
and women-owned contractors, this initiative is already proving successful. The 
commitment from the City's Procurement department on this new equity initiative 
and their coordination with EiC and MBDA staff all helped this firm secure this 
contract. 

5. The February 12, 2020 Public Utility Board Agenda is attached for your
information. Please note the following items, which will be on the February 18,
2020 Council Agenda for your consideration.

U-11139 - Authorize execution of a letter of agreement as negotiated with
the International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers, Local 483, Water
Division Unit, regarding accretion of the classification of Water Supply
Supervisor into the bargaining unit.

U-11140 - Authorize execution of the adoption of a collective bargaining
agreement as negotiated with the International Brotherhood of Electrical
Workers, Local 483, Click! Unit.

U-11141 - Authorize execution of a letter of agreement as negotiated with the
International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers, Local 483, Click! Unit,
regarding classifications impacted by the transition plan for the Click!
Business Transition Agreement.

STUDY SESSION/WORK SESSION 

6. The City Council Study Session of Tuesday, February 11, 2020, will be held in
Room 16 of the Tacoma Municipal Building North, at Noon. Discussion items will
include: (1) City Manager's Performance Review Process; (2) Other Items of
Interest - Council Consideration Request: Vision Zero; (3) Committee
Reports; and, (4) Agenda Review and City Manager's Weekly Report.

At Tuesday's Study Session, the Human Resources staff will share the proposed 
process with the City Council in which they will use for the City Manager's annual 
review. Please see the attached draft performance review document. 

Under Other Items of Interest, Council Member Beale will share the attached 
Council Consideration Request (CCR) for Vision Zero. The request is for a 
Resolution to commit to Vision Zero in the City of Tacoma and to direct the City 
Manager to take actions required to join the Vision Zero Network. 

7. The updated Tentative City Council Forecast and Consolidated Standing
Committee Calendars are attached for your information.
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COUNCIL REQUEST/ INQUIRIES 

8. On November 12th, 2019, City Council adopted a Firearms and Ammunition
Tax through Substitute Ordinance #28624. In addition to imposing taxes on
business making retail sales of firearms and ammunition, it also directed the City
Manager to make recommendations by February 8th

, 2020 for 1) potential
partnerships and programming to reduce youth and young adult gun
violence, 2) a gun buyback program, and 3) local, state, and federal
legislative priorities. In order to meet the February 8th deadline, attached to
this weekly report is a prepared presentation to be shared and discussed with the
Community Vitality and Safety Committee on February 13th

. This presentation
includes detail and background on the City Manager's recommendations.
Additional supporting information for the recommendations is also attached along
with the presentation.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS 

9. You have been invited to the following events:

• Black Business Empowerment panel discussion and small business
resource fair on Wednesday, February 12th, 12:30 to 3:00 p.m., at the
Tacoma Public Library Main Branch Olympic Room, located at 1102
Tacoma Avenue South.

• Tacoma-Pierce County Opioid Summit 2020 on Friday, February 21st,
9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m., at Pacific Lutheran University's Chris Knutzen Hall
-Anderson University Center, located at 12180 Park Avenue South.

• In recognition of Black History Month, the Tacoma Urban Performing
Arts Center will perform an excerpt from their original ballet, Harriet: The
Black Swan and Rocka My Soul in the Bosom of Abraham and the
Lighthouse (10:00-10:30 am) and Beacon Activity Center (11 :00-11 :30
am) on February 25,2020.

• The World Trade Center Tacoma will be celebrating excellence in
international trade at the 26th Annual Globe Awards, Thursday,
February 27th 5:00-7:00 pm., Port of Tacoma Administration Building,
One Sitcum Plaza Tacoma, WA 98421

• 2020 Urban Studies Forum: Attainable Housing and the Future of
Prosperity and Inclusion in Pierce County, Wednesday March 4, 2020
8:15-1 :30 pm., at the UW Tacoma William Phillip Hall.
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• Citizens for a Healthy Bay's Cheers to a Healthy Bay on Friday,
March 27th, 5:30 to 10:30 pm., at the Foss Waterway Seaport Museum,
located at 705 Dock Street.

• T-Town: Play, Explore, Learn City Services Expo on Saturday, March
28, 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m., at the Tacoma Dome, 2727 East D Street.

EAP:ram 
Attachments 

Elizabeth A. auli 
City Manager 
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