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Parks Tacoma 2026 Bond Proposal

Special Election: April 28,2026
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What 2026 Bond Would Fund

If approved by voters, Proposition 1:

Invests up to $155 million in 100+ projects at 40+ parks, community
centers and zoos to fund critical needs with no increase in current
taxes for parks.

* Makes vital improvements in every neighborhood
* Takes care of existing system while investing in growth

* Capitalizes on retirement of prior debt to keep tax rate the same




Capital Bonds

* Large, long-term capital projects

* Long-term repayment: usually 20
years

* Fund multiple projects
* Leverage funds to match grants

* Annual budget is not large enough
to fund construction projects

» Tax amount is based on valuation of
owner’s property
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Last Parks Tacoma Bond - 2014

* Neighborhood Parks & Zoo
Improvements and Safety Upgrades
Bond

* $198 million
* Leveraged additional $79 million

* Hundreds of capital projects in every
neighborhood

ParksTacoma.gov/2014-bond-update
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2014 Bond Highlights

* People’s Center pool Northwest Trek tram tour station

* Eastside Community Center * Northwest Trek Kids' Trek playground
* Dune Peninsula * Point Defiance Loop Trail phase 2

* Melanie Jan LaPlant Dressel Park * Fort Nisqually Clerk’s House

* Peck Community Sports Park * Point Defiance Marina

* Catherine Ushka's Gas Station Park » Swan Creek Park

* Pacific Seas Aquarium * W.W. Seymour Botanical

* Tropical Reef Aquarium Conservatory

* Playground upgrades
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How 2026 Bond Was Shaped

* More than a year of internal analysis
of needs

* Park Bond Advisory Committee:

28 community members
representing interest and geographic
areas of the city

+ Advisory councils

* Local governments

* Nonprofits

* Businesses

* User groups
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Recommendations

* No tax increase, given economic
uncertainty

 Equitable investments across Tacoma

* Project categories:
* Neighborhood identity, local parks
» Connections to parks

 Land acquisition to address growing
population
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UPGRADES KEY

PARKS AND UPGRADES

ENVIRONMENTAL
CONSERVATION

INFRASTRUCTURE o
1. Point Defiance Park M3 0 =
PLAYGROUND 2. Point Defiance Zoo
&Aquarium @ 70
3.Vassault Park 58
4.Kandle Park £
5. Optimist Park 3
6. Titlow Park ¥ &

22. People’s Community
Center

23. Heidelberg Davis
Athletic Complex B8 w4

24.Tacoma Nature Center &
25. Irving Park A\ 3
26.Sawyer Tot Lot b\

27. Sheridan Park i\ 3~

SPRAYGROUND
PoOL

SKATE PARK
PIERCE COUNTY DOWNTOWN

WATERFRONT 7. Northwest Trek Wildlife Park & 7% o Do oI P S

29. Waterway Park * =
TRAILS AND NORTHEND
CONNECTIONS

8. Jane Clark Park 3
SPORTS FIELDS 9. Ruston Way Waterfront = 7 %
ANDCOURTE 10. Les Davis Pier* =
TR 11. Wright Park ¢ 00
IMPROVEMENTS 12. Jefferson Park & [0

SOUTHTACOMA
30.South Park K & %

31.STAR Center & SERA & v4 51 @
32.Oak Tree Park &

33. Wapato Hills Park 3+

SOUTHEND

RESTROOM NORTHEAST
13. Dash Point Park and Pier = & 34. Lincoln Park 3- ¢
COMMUNITY CENTER 14. Browns Point Playfield i 35.Ryan's Park A3

CONSTRUCTION 36. Charlotte's Blueberry
m

15. Browns Point Community
4 Park

Sports Park* &8
16. Norpoint Park/Center
atNorpoint 3 @

37.South End

COMMUNITY CENTER
DESIGN Community Center* @

TACOMA

COMMUNITY CENTER
RENOVATIONS CENTRAL
17. Neighbors Park .
HISTORIC

RESTORATION 18. People’s Park 3
19. Delong Park @ %
NEW PARK SPACE 20. Peck Community
SITETBD Sports Park 3+

21. Stanley Playfield a8 3

EASTSIDE
38. Stewart Heights Park &

39. Verlo Playfield &\ &

40. Rogers Park 3+

41, Portland Avenue Park . 1
42. Swan Creek Park # 37

*Design only 1 Sie T8D
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Financial Details
Ballot measure would invest up to $155 million in 40+ parks and
community centers with no increase in current taxes.
The bond-supported projects would cost property owners the same $0.45 per $1,000 in
assessed home value that they're paying now, which translates to $249 per year, based on
Tacoma'’s average $553,000 house value.
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ARKS
Special Election: April 28, 2026

Proposition 1
* Approval requires 60%+1

* Validation requires 40% of previous General Election (approx.
20,000 total voters)

Ballots mailed week of April 10
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More information: i

ParksTacoma.gov/vote  ____.-
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