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Designing Just Futures
With and for Tacoma Youth.

The Team

Jaleesa Trapp, PhD
Postdoctoral Researcher at the MIT Media Lab

Cecilé Sadler
PhD Student at the MIT Media Lab

Jaylen Leonard
Rising Sophomore at Seattle University

Zion Jackson
Rising Sophomore at SAMI High School
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Young people 
have to ability to 
create positive 
change in their 
communities.

Youth Civic Engagement 

Ito & Cross, 2022
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Youth Civic Engagement + Technology

Trapp, 2024

Background and Connections

Tacoma, WA → Cambridge, MA → Charlotte, NC
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What are Zines? 

“Zines”, derived from the word Magazines, are 
traditionally created as self-made booklets that explore 
any topic through unique forms of self expression.  

Youth Activism Zine

As I explored Zines, I observed that the topics being shared were similar to what I learn 
while studying political science…

Hero complex: when someone 
strives to be the hero of the 
situation. No matter the situation 
or the odds, they want to be the 
ones that save the day.



8/27/2024

5

Mobile Makerspaces
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Creative Learning Spiral. (Resnick, 2017)

Making Maker Materials Accessible 
(Digital and Physical)
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Next Steps

Thank you!


