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2019 2022  Change

Tacoma 9,907 11,090 +1,183 (11.9%)

Lakewood 2,957 3,209 +252 (8.5%)

Puyallup 2,356  2,706 +350 (14.8%)

University Place  1,472 1,680 +208 (14.1%)

Gig Harbor 1,449 1,653 +204 (14.1%)

Other 18,112 20,853 +2,741 (15.1%)

Pierce County 36,253 41,191 +4,938 (13.6%)

Source: Dun & Bradstreet & Quarterly Census of Employment and Wages

Pierce County Businesses
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Pierce County Total Wage Distribution

Pierce County

Greater Metropolitan Area

Washington State

The 2020 median wage in Pierce County was $46,000.

However, across the greater metropolitan area, the middle wage is nearly $10,000 higher

Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics, 2020 Occupation Employment Statistics
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Average Annual Wages in Pierce County

As of 2021Q4, the average wage is up 11.8% over the last two years.

However, this is still well below the year‐over rate increase seen across the state.
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So… What do we do? Where is the opportunity?

•Earn and Learn evidence‐based training
• Incumbent worker training and grow your own
•Rethink requirements, skillsets, credentials
•Redesigning structures of work
• Invest in populations where underinvestment is 
prevalent
•Place‐based economic & workforce development 
strategies
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