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FEMA Regulation Changes
• 12/19/14– Preliminary  

FIRMs issued

• 4/2015 – Public 

Workshops

• 7/2015 – Proposed 

FIRMS published

• 9/2016– Letter of final 

determination

• 3/7/17– FIRMs effective 
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Flood Maps

• FIRM maps 

identify areas 

subject to 

inundation by the 

base (1%) flood

• NFIP uses FIRMs 

to established 

flood insurance 

rates
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Base Flood Elevation
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 1987– City of Tacoma adopts 1983 

FIRM maps

 2005 – Letter of agreement with FEMA 

to regulate with maps from 2004 study

 2007 – City of Tacoma effectively 

adopts maps from 2007 study

 2016 – City adopts International Code 

Provisions for flood hazards

5



Types of Flood Zones
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 Higher BFEs in coastal areas

 Zones changing from V to A

 Puyallup Levee Overtopping 

layer not included

 LOMAs included
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 Chapter 2.02.185 –

International Building Code

 Chapter 2.02.590 International 

Residential Code Table R301.2
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Community Outreach

 FEMA Outreach

– Public Workshops

 City of Tacoma

– Postcard 

Notifications

– Tacomapermits.org

– GovME map updates 
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 February 2, 2017 – BOBA review

 February 8, 2017 – IPS review

 February 14, 2017– 1st reading of 
ordinance

 February 21, 2017– 2nd reading of 
ordinance

 March 3, 2017– City code changes 
become effective

 March 7, 2017 – FEMA FIRM map 
changes become effective
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