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CITY OF TACOMA ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

Tacoma Sister Cities 
C l a re  P e t r i ch ,  P r e s i d e n t

H e l e n  M i l u s ,  Yo u t h  &  E d u ca t i o n  Ch a i r

S y e d  J am a l ,  Ko ch i ,  I n d i a  Co mm i t t e e
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OUR MISSION
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Our mission is to promote peace 
through people by citizen diplomacy, 
cultural education and economic 
development.

To Promote Tacoma’s influence at a 
national and international level to 
create a more peaceful world.
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ACTIVE Sister Cities:

 Aalesund, Norway       Biot, France

 Brovary, Ukraine         Cienfuegos, Cuba  

 El Jadida, Morocco  Fuzhou, China

 Gunsan, Korea   Kitakyushu, Japan

 George/Garden Route, South Africa

NEW Friendship Cities:

 SPLIT, CROATIA

 TULUUA, COLUMBIA  

 KOCHI, INDIA     
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SEMI-ACTIVE Sister Cities:

 Taichung, Taiwan

 Boca del Rio, Mexico

 Davao, Philippines

INACTIVE Sister Cities:

 Vladivostok, Russia 

EMERTIUS Sister Cities:  

 Kiryat Mostskin, Israel

INTERESTED Sister City Countries:

 Vietnam Nigeria Germany
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FUNDING FOR TACOMA SISTER CITIES 

COUNCIL (501c3)

2023     2024 
City of Tacoma Contract     $50,000         City of Tacoma Contract    $25,000

Fundraisers & Membership $6,500  Other Grants & Foundations $6,230 

Other Grants & Contracts   $34,000  Membership/Donations/Fundraisers $6,843

Foundations:                $9,000  Tacoma Creates   $31,380 

Film Festival:                  $9,000  Events    $17,300 

     Mini Grants from TSC to Committees    Mini Grants from TSC to Committees

     $10,000      $9050     
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DELEGATIONS
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COMING AND GOING
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GARDEN ROUTE 
MUNICIPALITY,
SOUTH AFRICA
2 0 2 3

M e l a n n i e  C u nn i n g h a m ,  C ha i r  o f  t h e  G e o r g e  
C o m m i t t e e ,  l e d  a  d e l e g a t i o n  t o  c e l e b r a t e  
t h e  2 5 t h  a n n i v e r s a r y  o f  o u r  r e l a t i o n s h i p .
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CHINA-US 
PEOPLE-TO-
PEOPLE 
FRIENDSHIP 
FORUM
2 0 2 3

D e p u t y  M a yo r ,  K r i s t i n a  Wa l k e r ,  a n d  T S C  
L i a i s o n ,  D e b b i e  B i n g h a m  a t t e n d e d  t h e  
C h i n a - U S  P e o p l e - t o - P e o p l e  F r i e nd s h i p  
F o r u m  i n  K u l i a n g ,  C h i n a .
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2 02 4

R e pr e s e n t a t i v e s  f r o m  t h e  C i t y  o f  Ta c o m a  
a n d  T S C  a t t e n d e d  t h e  S C I  A f r i c a  S u m m i t  
i n  C a pe  To w n ,  S o u t h  A f r i c aT

S

C
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4TH ANNUAL 
CHINA 
INTERNATIONAL 
DIGITAL EXPO
2 02 4

C o u n c i l  M e m b e r  S a r a h  R u m b a u g h ,  
a n d  Ch a m b e r  C E O ,  A n d r e a  R e a y ,  
a t t e n d e d  t h e  E x p o  i n  Fu z h o u ,  C h i n aT
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CHINA-US PEOPLE-
TO-PEOPLE 
FRIENDSHIP 
FORUM
2 0 2 4

A  d e l e g a t i on  o f  T S C ,  Tr i b a l ,  a nd  C i t y  o f  
Ta c o m a  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  l e d  a  g r ou p  o f  
T P SD  H i g h  S c ho o l  S t u d e n t s  t o  F o r u m s  i n  
F u z ho u ,  N a n j i n g ,  a nd  B e i j i n g ,  C h i n aT

S

C
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2 0 2 4

H o s t e d  b y  B i o t  C o m m i t t e e  C h a i r ,  K a t h y  
S a r n a t ,  M a y o r  W o o d w a r d s  a n d  T S C  L i a i s o n ,  
D e b b i e  B i n g h a m  a t t e n d e d  t h e  B i o t  
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  G l a s s  F e s t i v a l  w i t h  T P S D  
t e a c h e r ,  To n y  S o r g e n f r e i .  T

S
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KUNMING, CHINA 
FRIENDSHIP 
FORUM

2 0 2 4

C l a r e  P e t r i c h  r e p r e s e n t e d  T a c o m a  a t  t h e  
K u n m i n g ,  C h i n a  P e o p l e - T 0 - P e o p l e  F r i e n d s h i p  
S u m m i t  a n d  m e t  w i t h  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  o f  C P A F F C  
t o  s o l i d i t y  p l a n s  t o  s e n d  1 0 0 0  s t u d e n t s  f r o m  U S  
S i s t e r  C i t i e s  i n  C h i n a  i n  2 0 2 5 .
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TACOMA-KOCHI, 
INDIA FRIENDSHIP 
AGREEMENT
SIGNED

2 0 2 4

C l a r e  P e t r i c h ,  P r e s i d e n t ,  a n d  S y e d  J a m a l ,  C h a i r  
K o c h i  C o m m i t t e e ,  t r a v e l e d  t o  K o c h i ,  I n d i a  t o  
f o r m a l l y  s i g n  t h e  f r i e n d s h i p  a g r e e m e n t  w i t h  
M a y o r  K u m a r  b e t we e n  o u r  t w o  c i t i e s .
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FUZHOU PEOPLE-
TO-PEOPLE 
FRIENDSHIP & 
TOURISM FORUM
2 02 4

T S C  P re s i d e n t ,  C l a r e  P e t r i c h ,  r e p r e s e n t e d  
Ta c o m a  a t  t h e  F o r u m .
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VISITORS TO TACOMA

T

S

C

18



19

20

ARTIST IN 
RESIDENCE
NIVES CICIN SAIN
SPLIT CROATIA

S y l v i a  S a s s  A r t s  S c h o l a r s h i p
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TACOMA 
VISITORS 
FROM 
FUZHOU, 
TAICHUNG,
AND 
KITAKYUSHUT

S

C

22

YOUTH 
AND 
EDUCATION
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FAWCETT 
ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOL
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2024 AWARD FOR 
MOST INNOVATIVE 
EDUCATION 
PROGRAM BY 
SISTER CITIES 
INTERNATIONAL
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UNIVERSITY OF 
WASHINGTON - 
TACOMA
S i gn e d  t wo  M OUs  w i t h  UW T :

UW T M i l g a rd  B us i n e s s  S c h oo l  a n d  
As p i r a  Un i ve r s i t y  i n  S p l i t ,  C ro a t i a :  
Sp o r t s  Ma n ag e m e nt

UW T a n d  Ce n t ra l  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  
Va l l e  d e l  C au c a  i n  Tu l u ua ,  Co l um b i a
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EVENTS
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DIA DE LOS 
MUERTOS
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INTERNATIONAL 
DAY OF PEACE
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TACOMA 
FLOWER AND 
GARDEN SHOW
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2023
•Ambulances to 
Brovary, Ukraine 2024-2025

•“Peace Begins 
with Art” 
exhibition 
between Tacoma 
students and 
Brovary students

HUMANITARIAN

T

S
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OUR COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIPS

32

OUR COMMUNITY SPONSORS
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2025-2026 GOALS
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• Increasing Delegation 
Exchanges, Youth 
Exchanges and Student 
Exchanges

• World Cup Sports 
Management Students 
from Split & UWT

• China: Beyond Lincoln 

• Indigenous Healing 
Heart Symphony

• Visibility at City of Tacoma

• Sister Cities assets and 
Metro Parks

• Funding options

• Changes to “Governance” 
Relationship between TSC 
(501c3) and City of 
Tacoma

• Looking for Significant 
Economic Impact: The 
FILM Project
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