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APPENDIX 
 
Application Content (as submitted by the applicant): 
Bill Evans Place 
 
Bill Evans 1940-2023 called Tacoma, WA home for nearly 50 years. In the early 70’s Bill and his 
wife Ann moved to Tacoma. In the late 70s, after having two shops in Old City Hall, he moved 
the Pacific Northwest Shop to the north end’s Proctor District. The shop which is still there 
today is located at 2702 North Proctor. Bill was an active member of the community for the 
past 50 years. He was a founding member of the Proctor Merchants Association (now Proctor 
District Association). He was involved in the creation of the Proctor Farmers Market in the 90s 
as well as Proctor Treats. Additionally, he helped bring the Junior Daffodil Parade to the Proctor 
District. He was responsible for seeking local investors to save the Blue Mouse Theater and he 
co-authored the Arcadia book on the History of the Proctor District. Bill owned and 
operated two local businesses in the Proctor District that are still present today: The Pacific 
Northwest Shop and The Proctor Mercantile (previously The Old House Mercantile). Over the 
years, he also opened a number of other stores in Proctor such as The Old House Cafe, the 
Proctor Antique Mall and the ‘Christmas Store’ dating back to the 80 and 90s. Bill advocated for 
public art on Proctor and commissioned a mural of Mt. Rainier which use to welcome those 
that drove into the neighborhood from 30th Street. He was also involved in the development of 
the mural currently on the Blue Mouse and the one on the side of the build which houses 
Teaching Toys.  Bill was the driving force behind the installation of the Doc. Farren clock 
currently at the corner of 27th and Proctor which to this day is admired by visitors to the 
district. Bill dedicated nearly half his life to the growth and beautification of our local Proctor 
District. In recent years, he partnered with others to bring both Proctor Station as well as 
Madison 25 to the district. Bill was a very strong advocate of urban walkable communities. He 
supported countless small businesses within our community. Although Bill was a Tacoma City 
Council Member from 2000-2008, he always saw himself as a merchant first. In addition to the 
activities, he was involved in within the Proctor District he was also involved in projects city 
wide. He was on a number of Board locally, To name a few: Sister Cities International, Chinese 
Reconciliation, Citizens for the Healthy Bay, World Affairs Council. Through his church activities 
at St. Leo Catholic Church, he was heavily involved in the sanctuary movement.  
 
In conclusion, this proposal meets the criteria in the policy for honorary names because it 
directly reflects the history of the location which Bill Evans was an integral part of shaping. In 
addition, the honorary name is associated with the life of a person of citywide significance in 
Tacoma’s past. Bill Evans enhanced the quality of life for Tacoma residents through outstanding 
leadership and community building, including serving as a City Council Member.  
 
Finally, the honorary name will not impair emergency response or the City’s ability to provide 
services; it is not a duplicate name; it is not conferring preferential treatment to any service or 
business; it is not perceived to be discriminatory or derogatory; it will not result in 



2 
 

inappropriate abbreviations or acronyms; and there has been no honorary name or roadway 
renaming in this location within the previous 15 years. 
 
We are honored that Mayor Victoria Woodards and Council Member John Hines initiated the 
discussion around honoring all that my father has done for our local community. He loved the 
Proctor District and I cannot think of a better way to recognize the love, dedication, and 
commitment he had for the City of Tacoma. Thank you!  
 
Proposal Location: 
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Outreach Efforts & Support (as supplied by the applicant): 
On 4/1/24 we meet with Mayor Victoria Woodards and Council Member John Hines. The city 
shared their idea to honor Bill Evans in Proctor with an honorary street name. The family was 
very excited and agreed with Mayor Woodards on her recommenda�on to name the loca�on 
'Bill Evans Place'.  On 4/4/24 Anya Evans announced the plan at the Proctor Business District 
Associa�on mee�ng to honorarily name the street in honor of Bill Evans. The group clapped and 
all present shared their approval.  
We have been reaching out to three of the property owners in the area adjacent to the road. 
We are working on ge�ng leters of support from each. 
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Ad Hoc Working (Review) Group & Addi�onal Agency Stakeholders: 
Department/Division Response 

Date 
Response Comments about 

Applica�on Content? 
(provided below if so) 

PW/Transporta�on 6/3/2024 Approved Yes 
Historic Preserva�on 6/4/2024 Review Not 

Required 
None 

Office of Equity & Human Rights 6/10/2024 Approved Yes 
Government Rela�ons 6/14/2024 Review Not 

Required 
Yes 

City Manager’s Office 6/24/2024 Approved None 
Real Property Services 6/25/2024 Review Not 

Required 
Yes 

Agency Stakeholders: 
Pierce Transit 
South Sound 911 
City Planning & Dev. Services 

 
6/21/2024 
6/24/2024 
6/27/2024 

 
Suppor�ve 
Suppor�ve 
Suppor�ve 

 
Yes 
Yes 
None 

 
Ad Hoc Group Review Comments: 
Transporta�on:  “Per the guidance/parameters checklist for this process, the overall request is 
approved from "Traffic" perspec�ve, including lenience extended for desired use of "Place" as 
honorary street name "suffix" even though it doesn't exactly conform to guidance/Design 
Manual allowances, but is also not outright disallowed for this proposed loca�on/situa�on. 
Addi�onally, and even though payment for the honorary signs is a requirement, there will be 
aspects of the total cost to implement that will be borne by the City since the addi�on of the 
honorary signs provides an impetus to update well-worn other signs and sign posts that will be 
physically suppor�ng the official street name signs and the honorary name signs.” 
 
Office of Equity & Human Rights:  “Applicant provided per�nent informa�on and necessary 
details to indicate this request to promote equity, belonging, and advancing the community’s 
and district’s wellbeing. Bill’s tenure aligns with all City of Tacoma values, guiding principles, and 
equity ini�a�ves, resolu�ons, and efforts. The OEHR has no concerns of this request and 
foresees minimal unintended consequences or impacts however, should any arise – we’ll 
address them at that �me.” 
 
Government Rela�ons:  “It does not appear that this property is located on Puyallup Tribal land 
or that a name of tribal significance is involved in the renaming.” 
 
Real Property Services:  “Not much for RPS to review on NAME24-0001 other than to confirm it is 
public ROW.” 
 
Agency Stakeholders Response/Comments: 
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South Sound 911:  “Thank you for including South Sound 911 on this no�fica�on. We have no 
issue with this honorary street name for the 1-block segment of N 27th ST, with the official street 
name signs con�nuing to be used and no altering to exis�ng addressing.   
 
We highly appreciate you including us and please keep us posted as to the implementa�on of 
this, so we can implement a street name alias of BILL EVANS PL for N 27th ST.” 
 
Pierce Transit:  “Thank you for including Pierce Transit in this review. We see no issue with this 
Street renaming on our end and will no�fy the appropriate Pierce Transit staff. Please con�nue 
to keep Pierce Transit updated on this and future street naming proposals.”  
 
 


