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Req. #19-1238

ORDINANCE NO. 28646

AN ORDINANCE relating to minimum employment standards; amending Title 18
of the Municipal Code, relating to Minimum Employment Standards, by
repealing in its entirety Chapter 18.20, entitled “Minimum Wage,” and
relying on Washington State minimum wage law and the Department of
Labor and Industries enforcement.

WHEREAS, in 2015, prior to Washington State’s employment standards
laws going into effect, the City Council enacted Chapter 18.20 of the Tacoma
Municipal Code, entitled “Minimum Wage,” and

WHEREAS the law went into effect on February 1, 2016, and has been
implemented by the Employment Standards Office within the Finance
Department’s Tax & License Division, and

WHEREAS, in November 2016, voters approved Washington State Initiative
1433, changing statewide employment standards by increasing the state minimum
wage that went into effect on January 1, 2018, and

WHEREAS the Washington State Department of Labor & Industries (“L&I”)
investigates complaints and enforces the state’s Minimum Wage laws, and

WHEREAS the state’s minimum wage will be higher than the City’s
minimum wage, effective January 1, 2020, and

WHEREAS staff is recommending that TMC Chapter 18.20, Minimum

Wage, be repealed and that the City rely on state law and L&l enforcement going

forward; Now, Therefore,
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BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY OF TACOMA:
That Title 18 of the Municipal Code, relating to Minimum Employment
Standards, is hereby amended by repealing in its entirety Chapter 18.20, “Minimum

Wage,” as set forth in the attached Exhibit “A.”

Passed
Mayor
Attest:
City Clerk
Approved as to form:
Deputy City Attorney
-2-
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Chapters:
18.10 Paid Sick Leave

k sk sk
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EXHIBIT “A”

TITLE 18
MINIMUM EMPLOYMENT STANDARDS
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