
From CM Sadalge, CM Diaz, and CM Palmer 

 

Statement from the Tacoma City Council Regarding Community Safety Standards and Law Enforcement  

 

We, the City Council, condemn the senseless killing of Renee Good in Minneapolis last week. We extend 

our deepest condolences to her family and community.  

 

Over the last year, this federal administraƟon has conƟnued to promote acƟons and policies that sow 

fear and anxiety in our communiƟes. This fear has become so pervasive that many of our neighbors now 

share their concerns only in whispers, afraid that speaking out – or even being seen – could put their 

families at risk. The shooƟng of Ms. Good is the latest consequence of U.S. ImmigraƟon and Customs 

Enforcement’s (ICE) reckless tacƟcs.  

 

We are deeply alarmed by reports documenƟng the far-reaching damage of these operaƟons, including 

tragic accounts of individuals who have died while in federal custody. Independent media invesƟgaƟons, 

including recent data published by ProPublica, indicate that these tacƟcs have resulted in the wrongful 

detainment and mistreatment of over 170 U.S. ciƟzens. Combined with reports of deaths in ICE custody, 

this staƟsƟc underscores a chaoƟc approach to enforcement that endangers everyone, regardless of 

immigraƟon status.   

 

Whenever safe and feasible, the City of Tacoma's use of force policies require de-escalaƟon that is 

available and appropriate and mandate warnings before the discharge of a weapon. We hold our Police 

officers to these high standards because the City of Tacoma is commiƩed to protecƟng the rights and 

welfare of all its residents.  

 

Everyone in Tacoma deserves to live safely, with dignity, and without fear. 

 

A year ago, that commitment guided the Tacoma City Council to adopt ResoluƟon 41627, a City of 

Tacoma policy aligned with the state’s Keep Washington Working Act. The Washington State Keep 

Washington Working Act restricts how local law enforcement can cooperate with federal immigraƟon 

enforcement. This resoluƟon further prohibits all other City resources from being used to assist federal 

immigraƟon enforcement with civil immigraƟon duƟes when not required to by state or federal law or in 

response to a lawfully issued court order. We deepened that commitment with the passage of 

ResoluƟon 41817 direcƟng the City Manager to clarify the policies governing the use of City-owned 

property is about ensuring that our public assets remain dedicated to the public funcƟons for which they 

were established.  

 

Tacoma is a city that champions and celebrates diversity. Our strength comes from standing up for and in 

solidarity with our neighbors, no maƩer their idenƟty, race, religion, immigraƟon status, or naƟonal 

origin. Tacoma will conƟnue to work within its legal authority to defend democracy and protect due 

process rights for every resident. As a Council, we will conƟnue to expand protecƟons for immigrants and 

refugees who call Tacoma home and everyone seeking their unalienable rights to life, liberty, and the 

pursuit of happiness here in the future. 

 

Community members seeking resources can find informaƟon on our Community Resources webpage.  


