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Mayor’s Youth Commission of Tacoma
2024-2025

City Council Meeting
June 17, 2024

Chair Vice Chair
Rowen Higley Joseph Muller

2024-2025 Leadership Team

Education, Arts, and Culture Environmental Health

Justice and Safety

Chair Vice Chair
Begina Kisembo Jayce Hartman

Chair Vice Chair
Deron CarstonNorah Gawryczik

Social Health

Chair Vice Chair
Hayden Kempf-Leskajan Clyde Angelo Manda

Chair Vice Chair
Caleb Rotchstein Aeris Clark

COMMITTEES
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Speakers
TopicOrganization

Youth EngagementTacoma City Council
Mayor 

Victoria Woodards

2025-2026 City BudgetCity of Tacoma
Hyun Kim and 
Sophia Keskey

TPL Services and 
Neighborhood Engagement

Tacoma Public Library
Amita Lonial and 
Maria Shackles

Climate and Health
Tacoma-Pierce County 

Health Department
Cindy Haverkamp

UW-Tacoma 
Action Mapping Project

UW-Tacoma 
Action Mapping Project

Logan Cornwell

Peace Bus and Youth AdvocacyPeace Bus
Kwabe

Amoah-Forson

Policing in TacomaTacoma Police DepartmentChief Patti Jackson

Youth CBC Eligibility CriteriaTacoma City Council
Councilmember 

Sarah Rumbaugh

Youth Health Promotion 
and Vaping Prevention

Tacoma-Pierce County 
Health Department

Hannah Snyder

Outreach

• School Announcements
• Class Visits
• Peer-to-Peer Contact
• Student Government Day
• Social Media
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Advocacy

• Streets Initiative II Policy Statement

• Flavored Nicotine Ban Testimony and Lobbying 

“We, the Mayor’s Youth Commission of Tacoma, 
ask you to support Resolution 41588, 

placing Streets Initiative II on the April 22, 2025, 
Special Election ballot for consideration by the voters.” 

Trip to State Capitol

• Introduction to Legislative Process 

• Meeting and Lobbying Legislators 
• Senator T’Wina Nobles
• Representative Mari Leavitt 
• Representative Kristine Reeves 

• Capitol Tour
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Children’s and Young Adult Book Drive

~2,500 15 5

books collected partner organizations languages

Chair Vice Chair
Begina Kisembo Norah Gawryczik

2025-2026 Leadership Team

Education, Arts, and Culture Environmental Health

Chair Vice Chair
Safeera Shah

Justice and Safety Social Health

Chair Vice Chair
Deron CarstonJoyce Zhang

Chair Vice Chair
Hayden Kempf-Leskajan Claire Ji

Chair Vice Chair
Eisha Ahmad Jacqueline Nguyen

COMMITTEES

7

8



6/17/2025

5

Impact

• Why we participate and want others to get involved

• Difference participation has had on us 

• What we’ve learned and how we’ve benefitted

• Looking forward
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