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The SEEC is made up of seven citizen 
volunteers who are responsible for interpreting 
and applying the ethics, elections, lobbying, 
and whistleblower codes for the City of Seattle.

The Commission is non-partisan and 
independent from the City’s elected offices.

The Commission and its staff administer the 
Democracy Voucher Program. 
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Democracy 
Voucher 
Program

Began with:

Citizen-led initiative passed by voters in 2015.

Aims to:

Increase the number of candidates who run for 
office.

Increase the number of Seattle residents who can  
donate to and support local campaigns.
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Who can use vouchers?
Residents:
• Seattle residents receive four $25 vouchers they can use to 

donate to candidates running for City of Seattle offices. 
Residents must be:
• Over 18
• Seattle Resident
• Citizen, Legal Permanent Resident, or U.S. National 

Candidates: 
• Candidates may use voucher proceeds to help fund their 

campaigns.
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Voucher Mailer
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Voucher 
Mailer
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Candidate Commitments
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• Spending Limits

• Lower Individual Contribution Limits

• Participate in three public debates each ahead of the Primary and the General Elections.

• Qualify to receive funding by collecting signatures and donations of $10+ from Seattle 
residents.

Outreach

10

Contracts:
$300,000 dedicated to community-
based organizations to conduct 
outreach to communities.

Language Access:
• 20 languages are supported 

across all key program materials, 
the program website, and the 
online voucher portal.

Candidate Introductions:
• Translated bios of all candidates 

are available on the program 
website.

Amharic / አማርኛ
Arabic / عربى
Cambodian / Khmer / ែខūរ

Chinese (Traditional)/ 繁體中文
Chinese (Simplified)/ 简体中文
English
Filipino / Tagalog
French
Hindi
Japanese / 日本人
Korean / 한국어
Lao / ພາສາລາວ
Oromo / Oromiffa
Russian / русский язык
Somali / af Soomaali
Spanish / Español
Thai / ภาษาไทย
Tigrigna / ትግርኛ
Ukrainian / Українська
Vietnamese / Tiếng Việt
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Outcomes
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• 10 of 11 currently elected officials participated in the program. 

• Seattle donors now more closely resemble Seattle voters and come from all over the city.

• Steady decline in out-of-city donations.
• Example: 2017 Mayoral (No DVP) = 23% from outside the city. 2021 Mayoral (with DVP) = 7% from outside 

the city.

• Increased number of contributors.
• Example: 2017 Mayoral (No DVP) = 10k contributors. 2021 Mayoral (with DVP) = 38k contributors.
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