
 

 
 
 
City of Tacoma 

 
 
 

    Standing Committee Memorandum 

 

1 
 

TO:  Elizabeth Pauli, City Manager 
FROM: Anna Le, Management Fellow, City Manager’s Office 
COPY: Infrastructure, Planning, and Sustainability Committee; Ramiro Chavez, Public Works; 

Melanie Harding, City Manager’s Office; Bucoda Warren, City Manager’s Office  
PRESENTER: Anna Le, Management Fellow, City Manager’s Office 
SUBJECT: Consideration of a Ceremonial Place Naming Request of a Non-Roadway Right of Way 

to “Dr. W. Joye Hardiman Park”   
DATE:  July 10th, 2024 

PRESENTATION TYPE: 
Request for Resolution 
SUMMARY: 
In April 2024, the Mayor’s Office received a request from a group of community members to 
ceremonially name a non-roadway right of way after Dr. W. Joye Hardiman – a long-time public servant, 
leader, and activist. The application requests the City ceremonially name parcel 2004300010 -- located at 
1505 South 5th Street, Tacoma, WA 98405 -- “Dr. W. Joye Hardiman Park.” 
In accordance with Resolution 41009, adopted by the City Council on August 2nd, 2022, the appropriate 
departments have reviewed the application, confirmed it meets the City’s naming criteria, and given 
recommendations in support of the naming application. Resolution 41009 now dictates the naming 
request go before the IPS Committee to exercise its role overseeing place name changes.  

BACKGROUND: 
Resolution 41009 designates departmental reviews by representatives from:  

• Traffic Engineering;  
• Real Property Services;  
• Office of Equity and Human Rights;  
• the Historic Preservation Officer when the proposal has historical significance; and  
• Government Relations when the proposal has Tribal significance.   

After the departmental reviews have been completed, the recommendations from these departments are 
to be shared with the City Attorney’s Office for legal review.  
The designated City Departments confirmed the application met all the criteria set forth in the City’s 
naming policy. City staff concur with community members’ proposed place name change.  
ISSUE: 
Dr. Hardiman’s contributions to education, community improvement, and public service meet all the 
criteria set forth in the City’s naming policy. Resolution 41009 authorizes the IPS Committee to review 
this place name change application and decide whether to advance the request to Council in the form of a 
resolution to adopt.  

ALTERNATIVES: 
If the name is not changed, the non-roadway right of way will remain unnamed.  
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FISCAL IMPACT: 
Staff are researching any associated costs and who would be responsible for them. If advanced by the IPS 
Committee, an updated fiscal note will be provided before a vote is taken by the Council.  
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
In congruence with Resolution 41009 Policy on Place Names and Name Changes, City staff support 
ceremonially naming parcel 2004300010 “Dr. W. Joye Hardiman Park.” Conferring a place name on this 
currently-unnamed parcel in honor of Dr. Hardiman is consistent with the criteria set forth in City policy 
and reflects the wishes of the local community.  
 
ATTACHMENTS: 

A. Criteria Qualifications and Required Application Components  
B. About the Naming Request and Dr. W. Joye Hardiman  
C. Ad Hoc Work Group Outcomes 
D. Photos and Map of Parcel  
E. Community Outreach Summary  
F. Letters of Support 
G. Resolution 41009 on Place Names and Name Changes 



Appendix

Contents 

A. Criteria Qualifications and Required Application  
Components

B. About the Naming Request   and Dr. W. Joye Hardiman
C. Ad Hoc W ork Group
D. T he Parcel

a. Photos 
b. Map

E. Community Outreach Summary
F. Letters of Support
G. Resolution of 41009 on Place Names and Name Changes

A. Criteria Qualifications and Required Application Components

Below are two sections of Resolution of 41009 on Place Names and Name Changes outlining the 
required procedures, criteria, and application components.   

Click on a criterion to be directed to evidence supporting this request’s qualifications. 

Section 3: General Procedures for Considering Naming Proposals and Name Changes 

1. Naming proposals and name changes, including honorary roadway naming, shall be submitted in
writing to the Mayor’s Office, and should, at minimum, include the following:

a. For all naming proposals:
i. A map illustrating the area affected by the proposal.
ii. Any existing place, right of way or facility names that would be affected.
iii. Any common usage names or nicknames for the area or its elements, including

topographical landmarks.
iv. Representative photographs of the area.
v. A statement of the criteria in this policy that apply to the request, and how the proposal

meets these criteria.
vi. A summary of any public outreach conducted to date, including to neighborhood

associations, Neighborhood Councils, Business District Associations, and commercial
property owners’ groups; include any media coverage or public meetings. This may include
any statements of support or endorsement received. Applicants are encouraged to seek
public support prior to submitting a naming request. Puyallup Tribal Council or designee
initiated honorary requests within the 1873 survey area of the Puyallup Reservation should
demonstrate broad community support in the vicinity of the location of the honorary name.

vii. A description of all planned actions for interpretive measures if the naming proposal is
approved, particularly including any that would require additional permitting. For roadway



 
 

naming, design review for conformance with federal standards and installation must be 
conducted by the City’s Public Works Department. 

viii. Consultation with the Puyallup Tribal Council or designee and adherence to appropriate 
tribal practices or protocols if the proposed name could portray tribal significance, 
including association with an individual, organization or event.  

b. Additionally, for roadway and non-roadway rights of way naming, including honorary naming, 
but excluding Puyallup Tribal Council or designee initiated honorary naming within the 1873 
survey area of the Puyallup Reservation:  
i. A signed petition in support of the renaming must be solicited and submitted by the 

proponents of the renaming prior to consideration by the City of at least two-thirds of 
property owners abutting the linear frontage of the affected roadway and fifty percent of 
those property owners within five hundred feet of the proposal. Such a petition shall be 
implemented at the sole expense of the proponent(s); however, the City may provide a list of 
affected taxpayers of record. Proponents are encouraged to use this as an opportunity to 
educate abutting property owners and neighbors about the importance and significance of 
the naming request. Given the changing makeup of neighborhoods, this step may be 
particularly important to gain the support of newer members of the community. 

2. Naming proposals should be reviewed for consistency with the City’s stated policies and goals 
towards equity and inclusion.  
 
Section 4: Naming Criteria  

The following criteria are recommended for the City Council’s consideration when evaluating potential 
naming proposals: 

a. City’s discretion. The City will consider naming proposals but is under no obligation to accept a 
proposal. 

b. Avoid duplication. New names should not duplicate or reuse names that are already used in other 
locations. 

c. Context, geographical location and natural or geological features. Names may be based on 
location or distinctive, predominant and defining natural or geological features of an area. Such 
proposals should be given names that directly reflect or are contextually related to the history of 
the site. 

a. Common usage names that have developed over time shall be favored. Property may be 
given official designations based on common usage by residents of an area, such as 
topographical features, nearby schools, or historical names. 

b. Names of property indicated on general usage maps for fifty years or more should only 
be changed when the proposed name is supported by other City policies, priorities or 
initiatives. 

d. Historical significance. Naming proposals with historical significance should meet one of the 
following criteria: 

a. The name is associated with a historically significant event or for events reflecting broad 
patterns of Tacoma’s history; 

b. The name is associated with the lives of persons of citywide significance in Tacoma’s 
past; 



 
 

c. The name is related to an existing or proposed registered historic property or district; 
d. The name would highlight previously under-documented or poorly understood historical 

narratives; or 
e. Specific to buildings and other infrastructure, the name reflects a distinctive architectural 

or engineering achievement. 
e. Civil service. Property may be named for individuals who have enhanced the quality of life for 

Tacoma residents through outstanding public service, including: 
a. Leadership in civic organizations devoted to community improvement 
b. Outstanding humanitarian work, such as service to persons who are underprivileged, 

economically disadvantaged, or have a disability; or 
c. Leadership in events and programs that have broadly enriched the quality of life for 

Tacoma residents. 
f. Equity, inclusion, and reconciliation. Naming proposals may be conferred as a part of the City’s 

ongoing efforts toward improving social and racial equity, inclusion, and reconciliation. 
g. Contributions. Exclusive of public roadways, property may be named for an individual or 

organization if that individual or organization has made a significant direct property or monetary 
contribution to the City of Tacoma, consistent with the City’s relevant acceptance policies, for 
purposes of developing that particular piece of property, and the naming is a stipulation of the 
donation. 
 

B. About the Naming Request and Dr. W. Joye Hardiman 
1. About the Naming Request 

a. Any existing place, right of way or facility names that would be affected  

Parcel 2004300010 located at 1505 S 5th St, Tacoma, WA 98405 is unnamed, therefore the 
naming of The Dr. W. Joye Hardiman Park would not affect any existing place, right of way, or 
facility names.  The proposed naming would not lead to any conflicts or duplications with 
existing names. 

b. Any common usage names or nicknames for the area or its elements, including topographical 
landmarks  

There are no official designations or widely recognized names in place. Informal references or 
local identifiers of the parcel are “Dog Park” and “Triangle Park.” 

c. Avoid duplication. New names should not duplicate or reuse names that are already used in other 
locations. 
There is no duplication of existing names, as the parcel of land is currently unnamed and Dr. 
Hardiman’s name is not being used as a place name at another location.  

d. A description of all planned actions for interpretive measures if the naming proposal is approved  

If the naming proposal for dedicating the park at 1505 S. 5th St. to "Dr. W. Joye Hardiman" Park 
is approved, the interpretive measures planned will honor Dr. Hardiman's legacy and educate the 
public on her significant contributions hopefully in time to celebrate her 80th birthday as a 



 
 

LIVING icon where the entire Wedge District neighborhood, Evergreen State College and 
Tacoma Community at Large can celebrate and consider what could be an updated narrative of 
Division Street and the Wedge district ie a celebration of community coming together vs being 
divided. 

Preferred is the installation of an interpretive sign similar to the one in Jack Tanner Park. This 
signage will provide visitors with detailed information about Dr. Hardiman’s achievements and 
contributions, particularly emphasizing her impact on education, community improvement, and 
humanitarian efforts. Rationale:  To serve as inspiration now and for future generations in 
alignment with preserving another piece of history in the historic Wedge district.   

Additionally, many individuals in the neighboring community expressed a desire to install a 
meaningful piece of public art. Renowned Tacoma artist Chris Jordan would be the 
recommended artist. This artwork will not only serve as a symbol to commemorate Dr. 
Hardiman's legacy but will also reflect Tacoma's commitment to preserve its history and build 
upon that history in a meaningful way going forward. The art will be designed to invite 
understanding, reflection and discussion among park visitors, enhancing the community's 
engagement with Dr. Hardiman’s values and the city's broader goals.  

I understand these actions will require appropriate permits and consultations with the City of 
Tacoma's planning and arts commissions to ensure they align with local regulations and 
community standards. 

The community is looking forward to organizing a gathering in the newly-named park in 
partnership with the Evergreen State College to celebrate the occasion.  

2. About Dr. W. Joye Hardiman   

a. A statement of the criteria in this policy that apply to the request, and how the proposal meets 
these criteria 

In accordance with the City of Tacoma's criteria for naming public properties, I am pleased to 
endorse the nomination of Dr. W. Joye Hardiman as the namesake for the park located at 1505 S. 
5th St Dr. Hardiman's extensive contributions to education, community improvement, public art 
and humanitarian efforts make her an exemplary candidate for this honor. Her achievements 
wholeheartedly align with the city's naming policy.  

Context, geographical location and natural or geological features:  

Dr. Hardiman's house is appropriately situated directly across the street from the parcel of land 
proposed for naming.  Notably, Dr. Hardiman's house boasts a lush garden adorned with tropical 
plants, a distinctive and visually striking feature making her residence serve as a prominent 
landmark within the neighborhood.  Her garden has become a local attraction, drawing residents 
and visitors to stroll down the street adjacent to her house and in close proximity to the park site. 

By naming the park after Dr. Hardiman, whose residence and garden inspirate community 
connection, the proposal both honors her legacy and integrates seamlessly with the surrounding 
environment. The park's name reflects Dr. Hardiman's influence and the natural beauty that 
characterizes the neighborhood. 



 
 

Civil service: 

Dr. Hardiman has consistently enhanced the quality of life for Tacoma residents through 
outstanding public service through  

a. Leadership in civic organizations devoted to community improvement;  
b. Outstanding humanitarian work; and  

Leadership in events and programs that have broadly enriched the quality of life for Tacoma 
residents.  

Leadership in Civic Organizations Devoted to Community Improvement: 

Dr. W. Joye Hardiman has exhibited exceptional leadership through her role as Executive 
Director at the Evergreen State College Tacoma campus. Under her guidance, the campus 
flourished as a hub for academic excellence, civic engagement and community improvement. 
Her leadership extended to designing educational programs that directly addressed and engaged 
with local community issues, fostering a culture of improvement and positive change. 

Outstanding Humanitarian Work: 

Throughout her career, Dr. Hardiman has been deeply involved in humanitarian efforts, 
particularly those benefiting underprivileged and economically disadvantaged individuals. Her 
extensive work in education has been geared towards empowering marginalized communities, 
providing them with tools for self-improvement and better socioeconomic opportunities. This 
dedication to humanitarian service is evident in her efforts to use education as a means to lift 
others out of hardship. 

Leadership in Events and Programs that Have Broadly Enriched the Quality of Life for Tacoma 
Residents: 

Dr. Hardiman has been a pioneering force in culturally rich educational programs that have 
significantly enhanced the quality of life in Tacoma. Her leadership in integrating African and 
African diaspora histories and cultures into mainstream education has helped foster a greater 
understanding and appreciation of diverse cultural heritage in the community. This work has not 
only enriched educational offerings but has also promoted inclusivity and cultural pride among 
Tacoma residents.  

Some of Dr. Hardiman’s leadership in civic organizations and outstanding humanitarian work 
includes: 

• Tacoma Art Museum Board Member 
• Tacoma Task Force Member  
• Tacoma Theater District Unification Project Participant  
• Founding organizer of the Destiny City Parade and Ethnic Fest  
• American Leadership Forum, Pierce County Chapter Member  

  



 
 

Dr. Hardiman and The Evergreen State College – Tacoma: 

• During her tenure as Director (1990 – 2007)  
o Evergreen-Tacoma maintained an average retention rate of over 89%  
o 1,428 students graduated from Evergreen-Tacoma 
o Advocated for the TESC-Tacoma Campus to remain in the Hilltop neighborhood 

and prioritized its accessibility to all – particularly community members from 
historically marginalized backgrounds, are economically disadvantaged, and/or 
those who are differently abled 

o Led the effort establishing the Intel Computer Clubhouse  
• Facilitated designing and securing the building that continues to house TESC-Tacoma 
• In 2018, TESC-Tacoma’s Lyceum Hall was renamed “Dr. Maxime Mimms & Dr. W. Joye 

Hardiman Lyceum Hall”  
C. Ad Hoc Work Group 

Excerpt from Resolution 41009 relating to Place Name and Name Changes Ad Hoc Work Groups 

Section 3, Subsection 4. For buildings, structures, real property, and non-roadway rights of way:  

ii. For proposals that pass an initial vetting by the Mayor’s Office, the City Manager’s Office designated 
staff shall convene an ad hoc workgroup consisting of representatives from  

• Traffic Engineering;  
• Real Property Services;  
• Office of Equity and Human Rights;  
• the Historic Preservation Officer when the proposal has historical significance; and  
• Government Relations when the proposal has Tribal significance  

to determine completeness of a submitted application and determine that the criteria as described in this 
policy has been met.  

Ad Hoc Work Group Summary of Outcomes 

Department Response Date Response Comments? 
Traffic Engineering 5/30/2024 Approved Y 

Real Property Services 6/25/2024 Approved Y 
Office of Equity and Human Rights 6/4/2024 Approved Y 

Historic Preservation 6/4/2024 Review Not Required N 
Government Relations 6/12/2024 Review Not Required Y 

 
Traffic Engineering Review Comments  

The Traffic-related checklist items that were specific to honorary/official STREET naming were active 
and not applicable to this place-naming request, but they were checked off anyway to ensure that the 
other Traffic-related checklist elements that did apply, and that were checked and approved, would 
register as approved. 

  



 
 

Real Property Services Comments  

RPS confirmed that it is parceled property and that there was no deed restriction. For parceled 
properties, the naming request was tied to a parcel number and site address, so it will be easier to track 
so long as these are a requirement.  

Office of Equity and Human Rights Review Comments 

1. What historically marginalized, underrepresented, or disproportionately impacted populations are 
being impacted by this proposal? 

According to the Equity Index, the location of this park is in a high opportunity area with an 
approximate population of 241,349. Of the 241,349 persons, approximately 39% identify within 
the umbrella of Black Indigenous People of Color (BIPOC) communities, who are known to be 
historically marginalized, disproportionately impacted, and routinely affected by systemic racism 
(i.e., redlining), barriers, and inequitable outcomes because of government systems. This naming 
request positively impacts these identified populations. 

2. How does this proposal directly impact service delivery or the wellbeing of the identified 
populations? 

Dr. Joye Hardiman is an educator, scholar, author, cultural activist, frequent keynote speaker, 
sought-after-conference participant, and an accomplished institute designer. Some of her 
accomplishments surrounding her 45+ years of practitioner experience include that she’s a 
Fulbright Scholar, served as the Executive Director of The Evergreen State College’s Tacoma 
Campus, a founding member of the Association for the Study of Classical African Civilizations 
(ASCAC) and is actively engaged in Washington State’s Higher Education institutional 
curriculum and pedagogical reform efforts. Additionally, she was a core faculty member and 
facilitator for several projects to include the Washington Center for Improvement in 
Undergraduate Education’s Community College Minority Success Project, Ford Foundation 
Cultural Pluralism Summer Institute, and the Funder for the Improvement of Postsecondary 
Education National Learning Communities Dissemination Institute. 

Altogether, Dr. Hardiman’s experience, work, and advocacy is encompassing of advancing 
access, opportunities, and equitable outcomes in support of these communities and the City of 
Tacoma. 

3. How does this align with the City of Tacoma’s Equity and Empowerment Framework? 

This naming request aligns with the Equity and Empowerment Framework specifically 
supporting human rights and opportunities for everyone to achieve their full potential, 
commitment to equity in policy decision making, and purposeful community outreach and 
engagement, as these goals and principles reflect in her career. 

Dr. Joye Hardiman is the model in accordance with Resolution No. 41009 and City of Tacoma 
Policy on Place Names and Name Changes. 

4. How will you address any unintended impacts or consequences that arise from this request or 
proposal? 



 
 

Currently, the City of Tacoma believes there to minimal impacts or consequences from the 
motion to grant this proposal. However, the City of Tacoma will address any unintended impacts 
or consequences as they arise. 

Government Relations Review Comments 

It does not appear that this property is on Tribal land or that a name of tribal significance is involved. 
 

E. Outreach Summary 

Public outreach conducted to date includes comprehensive efforts that engage various community 
stakeholders in support of the proposed naming of The Dr. W. Joye Hardiman Park. These efforts 
include: 

• Published in Hilltop Journal: The proposal was shared with the Hilltop Journal, ensuring 
visibility within the local community. 

• Presented at the Black Collective: The proposal was formally presented to the Black Collective, a 
significant community organization, to gather input and support. 

• Presented to AKA: A presentation was made to AKA, garnering support from this influential 
organization. 

• Spoke to Hilltop Action Coalition: Engagements were held with the Hilltop Action Coalition, a 
vital group advocating for community interests. 

• Spoke with Outreach Coordinator at Trinity Presbyterian Church: Discussions were held with the 
Outreach Coordinator at Trinity Presbyterian Church, who enthusiastically supports the naming 
initiative. 

• Presented at Black History Preservation Conference: The proposal was presented at the Black 
History Preservation Conference, further amplifying awareness and support. 

Obtained signatures and gained support from Wedge District Social Media Managers: Collaboration 
with Social Media Managers has been established, with plans for publication across Wedge District 
social media channels upon approval, including Facebook, Instagram, and the Wedge District website. 



Picture of parcel 
Facing southeast from 1505 Division Avenue

Picture of parcel
Facing northeast from intersection of 
Division Avenue and South 5th Street 

(southwest corner of parcel)

Picture of 
home of Dr. Hardiman

across from parcel
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Dr. Maxine Mimms & Evergreen
April-May 2024 | Hilltop Action Coalition | Volunteer Organized | www.hilltopactioncoalition.org

The Rich History of Evergreen State College- Tacoma
By: Charles L. Carson, M.A. – Commu-
nity Engagement Specialist, Evergreen 
State College-Tacoma Campus and Dr. 
Marcias Tate Arunga – Dean, The Ever-
green State College-Tacoma Campus 
	
	 Over 50 years ago, Dr. Max-
ine Mimms had a hope and vision for 
Hilltop Tacoma, WA – with a focus on 
black and brown residents: to estab-
lish a perpetual resource of higher 
learning, that, when deployed, would 
afford opportunities for people to 
overcome personal and civic barriers, 
demonstrate commitment and will-
ingness to learn, showcase exempla-
ry leadership, earn BA degrees, and 
positively reshape and impact the 
world.  Thus, creating a cyclitic lineage 
of lifelong learners. Evergreen State 
College-Tacoma Campus was born.
	 On March 2, 2024, hundreds of 
people gathered to celebrate “FOUND-
ERS DAY” at the Evergreen-Tacoma 
Campus, and the 96th birthday of Ev-
ergreen-Tacoma founder Dr. Maxine 
Mimms. This monumental, beautiful 
celebration was transformative, inspir-
ing, and framed the ultimate seminar 
for students, alumni, and the commu-
nity. The true miracle of this event was 
experiencing Dr. Mimms’ vision in tan-
gible, harmonious truth, and being able 
to share it with her. What began as a vi-
sion of hope has evolved into a trusted 
monument of sustainable education 
and hope that has and continues to 
impact thousands of people. It is real. 
	 “No matter who you are or 
where you’re from, when you meet 
Dr. Maxine Mimms and share in con-
versation with her, you will walk away 
knowing she heard you and that she 
cares.” - Willie Stewart, Lifelong Ed-
ucator/The Willie Stewart Academy  
	 “Dr. Maxine Mimms is beauti-
ful. Her accomplishments are beau-
tiful. Evergreen-Tacoma is beautiful.” 
- Dr. Ramona Bennett, Elder/Activist/
Author-The Puyallup Tribe of Indians 
	 “ENTER TO LEARN, DEPART TO 
SERVE”. This is the motto of the Ever-
green State College-Tacoma Campus. 
For more than five decades the Ev-
ergreen State College-Tacoma Cam-
pus has remained a pinnacle of high-
er learning, welcomed collaboration, 
open arms for healing, empowerment, 
and hope for the Hilltop-Tacoma com-
munity and its neighbors. Its founder, 
successors, alumni, and students share 
in the beautiful philosophy that learn-
ing opens doorways to knowledge, 
awareness, and advancement.  How-
ever, serving others, the community, 
and the world truly emphasizes the 
power of learning and defines the Ev-
ergreen State College-Tacoma family.  
	 As a leader in post-secondary ed-
ucation, Evergreen State College-Taco-
ma emphasizes strong student recruit-
ment and is a leader in its enrollment 
of black and brown students. Post-

COVID-19, Evergreen-Ta-
coma worked diligently 
and strategically to en-
sure that people knew 
that opportunities for 
higher education were 
accessible. Evergreen-Ta-
coma was a leader in in-
creased enrollment num-
bers of students of color in 
the state of Washington.   
	 Evergreen-Tacoma 
faculty provides transfor-
mative curriculum and 
instruction for its stu-
dents while diligently 
strategizing ways to ad-
dress community issues 
in the Hilltop and abroad. 
Evergreen-Tacoma con-
tinues to build strong 
partnerships in the com-
munity, affording venues 
and opportunities for in-
dividuals, organizations, 
and other community 
groups to showcase ser-
vices, talents, and in-
crease awareness around 
issues and ways to partici-
pate/volunteer in improv-
ing their communities. 
School leadership plac-
es strong emphasis on 
“building the HUB”, that 
is, increasing the capaci-
ty for student learning and communi-
ty preservation through partnerships 
and sustainable collaboration efforts. 
	 “Evergreen-Tacoma engages you 
from the start of enrollment-to choose 
your own path to learning. I can be my-
self- authentically and am empowered 
as a student, as a mother of two chil-
dren, and a leader who can effectively 
improve the world.” - Onya Robertson, 
Current Student & Member-Board of 
Trustees, The Evergreen State College 
	 Evergreen-Tacoma is not in 
the business of “talk without action”. 
Evidence of action and actualizing 
goals and objectives can be found 
in the school’s current, forthcom-
ing, and on-going events and efforts. 
	 BLACK HISTORY MONTH pro-
gramming was held each Saturday in 
the month of February 2024. It started 
off with a kickoff of community stal-
warts from the Pacific Northwest in-
cluding Larry Gossett, who narrated 
his student activist days at the Univer-
sity of Washington. His activism ignit-
ed opportunities for Black and Brown 
students to enter realms of higher 
education in the 1960’s, when enroll-
ment numbers were in the teens and 
people were excluded from attaining 
BA degrees; Elmer Dixon, co-found-
er of the Black Panther Party and led 
the way toward transforming and em-
powering the Black community; and 
alumni, Khalfani Mwamba who spoke 
about the long journey of Black liber-

ation. Each week featured reflective 
and informative events including a 
film festival, book reading and signing 
of local authors, and a host of semi-
nars for students and the community. 
	 The DR. W. JOYE HARDIMAN 
PARK – the current effort to rename 
the 500ft grassy park area located in 
the “wedge district” at 1505 S 5th St in 
Tacoma-parcel 2004300010 – “The Dr. 
W Joye Hardiman” park. A successor to 
Dr. Maxine Mimms, Dr. W Joye Hardi-
man’s contributions to the evolution 
and stability of Evergreen-Tacoma, 
the Hilltop Community, and the world 
will be memorialized through this ef-
fort. We need signatures, letters/email 
of support, other. Send email letters 
to ccdoveinflight@gmail.com and vis-
it Evergreen-Tacoma to sign our sig-
nature list. The deadline for submis-
sions is April 15 so let’s make it happen! 
	 SCHOLARLY SATURDAYS for 
current students and open to the 
community, offering skill building 
and empowerment in areas of com-
puter training, trauma informed yoga, 
visual art, and dramatic art sem-
inars for social justice; and more. 
These seminars are held every Satur-
day from 9am to 3pm. WE ENCOUR-
AGE COMMUNITY PARTICIPATION!

Continue reading on page 3...

http://www.hilltopactioncoalition.org
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SIGN the petition for Official naming of the 

Dr. W JOYE HARDIMAN 
Park 

 
GO TO Evergreen State College - TACOMA 

and ADD YOUR NAME 
BEFORE Monday, April 15th 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hilltop‘s “Wedge District” 
Living Legend & Your Neighbor 

TOGETHER WE CAN PRESERVE THE LEGACY 
OF A TRUE COMMUNITY CHAMPION 

Dr. W Joye Hardiman, Director Emeritus of the Evergreen State College-Tacoma, is a mul�-hyphened, educator, 
scholar, inspira�onal speaker, world traveler, and cultural ac�vist. Her �reless efforts in higher educa�on, the 

arts, civil rights, community ac�vism, and development has profoundly impacted the lives of countless 
individuals and genera�ons to come in the city of Tacoma and its Hilltop community. Her unwavering dedica�on 

to the City of Tacoma makes her an emblem of inspira�on and progress. 

Evergreen 
Tacoma Campus 
1210 6th Avenue 

Tacoma, WA 
98405 



Signatures from  
Historic Wedge District 
 
14. A signed petition in support of the renaming must be solicited and submitted by the 
proponents of the renaming prior to consideration by the City of  

✓ at least two-thirds of property owners abutting the linear frontage of the affected 
roadway and 

✓ fifty percent of those property owners within five hundred feet of the proposal. 
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"Dr .. W Joye Hardiman Park'' 

Background: 

Dr. W Joye Hardiman, Director Emeritus of the Evergreen 
State College -Tacoma is a multi-hyphen, educator, scholar, 
inspirational speaker, author, world traveler, and cultural 
activist. Her tireless efforts in higher education, the arts, civil 
rights, community activism and development has 
profoundly impacted the lives of countless individuals and 
generations to come in the city of Tacoma and its Hilltop 
community. Her unwavering dedication to the City of 
Tacoma makes her an emblem of inspiration and progress. 

Printed Name 

Summary: 

We, the undersigned, are petitioning for the Honorary Naming of 1505 S 5th St, 

Tacoma 98405 to "Dr. W Joye Hardiman Park". In her honor, naming this 

currently unnamed City of Tacoma property that sits directly across the street 

from Dr. Hardiman's historic "Hardiman House" home, will preserve the legacy 

of a true community champion. The newly named Park will remind future 

generations to emulate the values of service to others and leadership that Dr. 

Hardiman exemplifies. 

Address 
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Signature 



Additional Signatures 
from 

Tacoma Residents

Pictured: 
Community members 

gathering signatures in 
support of ceremonial 

naming in honor of 
Dr. Hardiman



Petition to Name 1505 S 5th St. Tacoma, WA 98405 

#'Dr .. W Joye Hardiman Park1
'

Background: 

Dr. W Joye Hardiman, birector Emeritus: of the Evergreen 
State College -Tacoma is a multi-hyphen, educator, scholar, 
inspirational speaker, author, world traveler, and cultural 
activist. Her tireless efforts in higher education, the arts, civil 
rights, community activism and development has 
profoundly impacted the lives of countless individuals and 
generations to come in the city of Tacoma and its Hifltop 
community. Her unwavering dedication to the City of 
Tacoma makes her an emblem of inspiration and progress. 

• Printed Name

Summary: 

We, the undersigned, are petitioning for the Honorary Naming of 1505 S 5th St, 

Tacoma 98405 to "Dr. W Joye Hardiman Park". In her honor, naming this 

currently unnamed City of Tacoma property that sits directly across the street 

from Dr. Hardiman's historic "Hardiman House" home, will preserve the legacy 

of a true community champion. The newly named Park will remind future 

generations to emulate the values of service to others and leadership that Dr. 

Hardiman exemplifies. 

Address Signature 
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CITY OF TACOMA 
Victoria Woodard, Mayor 
Tacoma City Council 
Tacoma Municipal Building 
747 Market Street 
Tacoma, WA 98402 

Dear Partners, 

the 
evergreen 
state college 

It is with the utmost pleasure and enthusiasm that I recommend the park on 5th and Division be 
named after our past Executive Director of Evergreen State College-Tacoma Campus and 
esteemed faculty emerita, Dr. W. Joye Hardiman. 

Dr. Hardiman was one of the first faculty to be named at the Evergreen Tacoma campus and later 
named the Executive Director for more than 30 years. Once she realized that her home and 
mission would be in Tacoma, she immediately invested in a home just less than half a mile from 
the urban college campus. It was Dr. Hardiman who worked with our diverse adult learners to 
establish the RICH values (Reciprocity, lnclusivity, Civility and Hospitality) and motto "Enter to

Learn Depart to Serve", taken from the quote of Mary McCloud Bethune of Cookman / Bethune 
College. These values remain a cornerstone for our reputation as a beacon in Hilltop Tacoma. 

The Evergreen State College-Tacoma Campus' presence in Tacoma, specifically Hilltop Tacoma, 
has and continues to inspire adult learners to pursue their BA degrees in communities that would 
not otherwise be on the radar on higher education. Furthermore, the college serves as a powerful 
centerpiece for positive community engagement and change. 

Dr. W. Joye Hardim_an has and continues to touch the lives of hundreds if not thousands of people 
from all walks of life. She is more than deserving of this special recognition and on behalf of the 
Evergreen State College-Tacoma Campus, I express my full support of this endeavor. 

Respectfu I ly, 

� 
Dr. Marcia Tate Arunga, Dean 
The Evergreen State College-Tacoma Campus 
253-680-3003



 

 

THE TACOMA PIERCE COUNTY BLACK COLLECTIVE 

                                                      2316 SOUTH YAKIMA STREET 

                                                               TACOMA, WA 98405 

 
 
 
April 11, 2024 
 
City of Tacoma 
747 Market Street, 12 Floor 
Tacoma Washington 98402 
 
Honorable Mayor Woodards/Tacoma City Council Members 

The Tacoma Pierce County Black Collective request that the currently unnamed Tacoma City 
property (parcel #2034300010) be named “Dr. W Joye Hardiman Park.” 

Members of the Black Collective have observed, known and worked with Dr. Hardiman for 
over thirty years. Her work includes a long and distinguished list of projects, programs and 
initiatives for which the Black Collective has had a front row seat. Dr. Hardiman is committed 
to the City of Tacoma. She believes in us and we have trust in her.  Dr. Hardiman uses all the 
twenty-first century tools to create positive outcomes but her super power is that she shows 
up. Dr. Hardiman doesn’t mail in her service, she engages, creates and helps Tacoma extend a 
welcoming hand to all. 

Dr. Hardiman’s work is on display in our city. Her contribution to arts and culture, social and 
legal justice, economic development and education demonstrates the “joy” that Tacoma 
derives from her commitment.  

The Tacoma Pierce County Black Collective urges you to say to her “Job Well Done” by 
naming this untamed Tacoma City property “Dr. W Joye Hardiman Park”. 

 

Lyle Quasim Chair 

Tacoma Pierce County Black Collective 



     

Tacoma Branch NAACP    
P O Box 5323 Tacoma, WA 98415   253-272-0357 

 

 
Jonathan Johnson 
President 
 
 
Lyle Quasim 
1st Vice President 
 
 
Dean Curry 
2nd Vice President 
 
 
Malando Redeemer 
3rd Vice President 
 
 
Margaret Gilbert 
Secretary 
 
 
Audry Henry 
Treasurer 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

April 13, 2024 

Honorable Mayor Woodards  

747 Market Street, 12th Floor  

Tacoma, WA  98402-5605 

 

RE: Letter of Support: Dr. W Joye Hardiman Park 

On behalf of the Executive Committee and the Members of the Tacoma Branch 

NAACP I want to add my unqualified support for the naming of an unnamed 

community property as Dr. W Joye Hardiman Park. 

Dr. Hardiman’s exceptional leadership, academic achievements and research have 

enabled her to plant the seeds of excellence in our Hilltop Community and throughout 

the world.  As the second director of Evergreen State College Tacoma serving more 

than two decades her visionary leadership improved the essential relationship 

between the college and our community while implementing and sustaining an 

academic culture of excellence. As a “Cultural Custodian and Ancestorial Storyteller” 

she captures the imagination, inspires, and educates generations of people in all walks 

of life, who in turn, pass generational wisdom on as an enduring legacy of her 

exceptional body of work. 

Her extensive research, and travels, scholarly writings, and teaching enabled her to be 

a founding member and an International Executive Board Member of the Association 

for the Study of Classical African Civilizations.   

It would be an exceptional and timely gesture for our community to name this park, 

near her home and Evergreen State College Tacoma, in her honor prior to the 80th 

anniversary of her birth June 4, 2024.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Jonathan Johnson  

Tacoma Branch NAACP 

President 

Cc: Tacoma City Council members 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

FIGHTING FOR FREEDOM IN TACOMA-PIERCE COUNTY SINCE 1913 





 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 

OFFICERS 
Toryono (Tory) Green, ALF President 
Chief 
Tacoma Fire Department 
Lace Smith, ALF Secretary 
Associate Vice President, Division of Marketing and 
     Communications 
Pacific Lutheran University 
Sheri Tonn, PhD, ALF Treasurer 
Emeritus Professor of Chemistry, VP Finance 
Pacific Lutheran University 
Linda Ishem, PhD, ALF Past President 
Emeritus Faculty, Urban Studies 
University of Washington Tacoma 
 

DIRECTORS 
Hon. Sabrina Ahrens 
Judge 
Pierce County Superior Court 
Rosie Ayala 
Parks Board Commissioner, Position 3 
Metro Parks 
David Boyd 
Community Volunteer 
Frank Boykin 
Director, Washington MBDA Business Center 
City of Tacoma 
John Cummings 
Member 
Eisenhower Carlson 
Michelle Douglas 
Chief Executive Officer 
Emergency Food Network 
Steph Farber, Emeritus Member 
President 
LeRoy Jewelers 
Amanda Figueroa 
Associate Vice Chancellor for Social Mobility  
University of Washington Tacoma 
Kurt Fremont 
Division Manager of the Business Operations Division 
City of Tacoma, City Environmental Services 
Scott Hamel 
Deputy Director of Support Services 
South Sound 911 
Minh-Anh Hodge, EdD 
Retired, Executive Director, Global Education 
Tacoma Public Schools 
Clifford Y. Jo 
Business and Compliance Director 
Pierce County Library System 
Katie Johnston 
Budget Officer 
City of Tacoma 
Ron Klein 
Retired, Deputy State Auditor 
State of Washington 
Matt Martinez 
Senior Producer and Showrunner 
The Assignment with Audie Cornish - CNN 
Lyle Quasim, Emeritus Member 
Retired, Advisor to the Chancellor 
University of Washington, Tacoma 
Van Sawin 
Director of Plans and Policy 
WA National Guard  
Todd Silver 
Co-Owner 
JL Darling Corporation 
Kathleen Simpson 
Chief Executive Officer 
The Russell Family Foundation 
 
Nancy Sutton 
Interim Executive Director 

April 10, 2024  
 
To:    Mayor Victoria Woodards 
          Tacoma City Council  
 
Subject:             Support for naming a parcel on So. 5th St. Dr. W. Joye                                                                  
Hardiman Park 
 
Dear Mayor Woodards and City Council Members: 
 
American Leadership Forum (ALF) of Tacoma/Pierce County, has been in 
existence for over 30 years, and has over 600 Senior Fellows.  The Senior 
Fellows are a diverse group of recognized cross-sector community leaders 
dedicated to working collaboratively to effectively serve the public good.   
 
Dr. Hardiman is a member of ALF Class IV which met in the early 1990s. At 
that time, she was already a recognized community leader.  Dr. Hardiman 
has consistently exemplified the ALF Mission, Vision, and Values throughout 
her 18-year tenure as Director of The Evergreen State College, Tacoma 
Campus, and through her numerous community initiatives throughout the 
Greater Tacoma community. Under her leadership and commitment to 
diversity, equity, and inclusion, the campus remains on Hilltop and 
continually creates pathways and a sense of belonging for students who 
might not otherwise pursue higher education. 
 
The unnamed triangular park, parcel #2034300010 located at 1505 S. 5th 
Street in Tacoma, is a few blocks from the Evergreen Campus and within 
yards of Dr Hardiman’s home. As Interim Executive Director of ALF, I 
support naming the parcel Dr. W. Joye Hardiman Park to commemorate Dr. 
Hardiman’s many contributions to the broader Tacoma community. 
   
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
Nancy Sutton 
Interim Executive Director  
American Leadership Forum Tacoma/Pierce County 

 

  
 



 
 

 

April 17, 2024 

Tacoma City Council Members  
747 Market Street, 12th Floor 
Tacoma WA 98402-5605 
 
Re: Naming of City of Tacoma Land Parcel # 2034300010, “Dr. W Joye Hardiman Park” 

 
Dear Mayor Woodards and City Council Members, 

Dr. W. Joye Hardiman continues to make life-changing contributions to the City of Tacoma through 
education, improving social and racial equity and reconciliation.  She has personally enhanced the 
quality of life for Tacoma residents by ensuring equitable access to education for Tacoma residents.  Dr. 
Hardiman’s outstanding public service includes but is not limited to:  

a. Her leadership as the second Director of the Evergreen State College – Tacoma Campus 
where she served and educated Tacoma residents who may not have otherwise had the 
opportunity to further their education and earn secondary degrees. 

b. Her leadership in public art works including multi-cultural art works throughout the City of 
Tacoma (Tacoma petroglyphs at Pantages Theatre, Tacoma Mask project).  

Due to her enduring leadership and life-changing impact, I strongly endorse naming of the plot 
2004300010, located at 1505 S. 5th St, Tacoma, WA 98405, “Dr. W. Joye Hardiman Park”.  This naming is 
both a fitting recognition and is appropriate to unite the surrounding community to inspire inclusion, 
reconciliation and equity. 

Because of Dr. Hardiman I have become the person I am.  As the owner of FAITH IN ENGINEERING, an 
engineering consulting and education firm in Tacoma, I am deeply grateful for Dr. Hardiman’s impact on 
business and on my personal and professional development.  Dr. Hardiman’s international reach and 
influence impact deeply resonates with me and serves as a guiding light for my personal, professional 
and business growth.  Through educations she continues to open doors for the next generation of 
community leaders. 

Naming the parcel at 1505 S 5th St. Tacoma, WA “Dr. W. Joye Hardiman Park” pays a fitting tribute to a 
living legend who embodies the City of Tacoma’s strategic direction.  She enhances the lives of Tacoma’s 
residents.  She helps to establish Tacoma as a progressive and international city.  Her presence truly 
enhances the quality of the Wedge Historic District and she is a pillar of Integrity, Service, Excellence 
and Equity. It is my honor and privilege to know Dr. Hardiman and I wholeheartedly endorse bestowing 
her admired name on the proposed Dr. W. Joye Hardiman Park at 1505 S 5th St, Tacoma, WA 98405.  

 
Sincerely, 

 
Jasmine Bridges, M.S., MBA 
CEO, FAITH IN ENGINEERING 
(a BRIDGES TO EMPOWERMENT, LLC Company) 

FAITH IN ENGINEERING 
(A BRIDGES TO EMPOWERMENT COMPANY) 
TACOMA, WA 
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City of Tacoma 
Policy on Place Names and Name Changes 
Adopted by Council Resolution 41009 (August 2, 2022) 
 

 
SECTION 1: PURPOSE OF THIS POLICY 

 
1. In the event that the City of Tacoma wishes to confer a specific name on City-owned interests in 

real property, rights of way, and infrastructure, the following policy is adopted. 
 

2. The criteria contained within this policy should also be followed in reviewing or preparing the City 
of Tacoma’s official comments or recommendations to State, Federal, and/or intergovernmental 
boards taking actions regarding geographic names, naming, or renaming. 

 
 
SECTION 2: SCOPE OF THIS POLICY 

 

1. This policy affects City-owned interests in real property, rights of way, and infrastructure 
within the boundaries of the City of Tacoma only. 

 

2. The following types of City-owned interests in real property, rights of way, and infrastructure are 
included within the scope of this policy (referred to hereafter as “property”): 

 

a. Buildings and structures, including overpasses, bridges and viaducts. 

b. Real property, including open spaces and parks. 

c. Public rights of way that may include, but not be limited to trails, esplanades, and 
pathways (referred to hereafter as “non-roadway rights of way”). 

 

d. Public rights of way and portions of real property that serve as public streets, 
highways, or roadways, whether improved or unimproved (referred to hereafter as 
“roadways”). 

 

3. The process and criteria for naming or renaming municipally owned properties described in this 
policy do not apply to the following types of property or circumstances: 

 

a. Generally, historically designated properties for which a historic name has been indicated 
on a nomination form and accepted for use on a historic register, are excluded from this 
policy except when the City Council, in its discretion, determines that such a change 
supports a broad policy initiative. 

 
b. Public art installations that have been commissioned and/or accessioned with a title 

that serves as the name of the piece. 
 

c. Limited access highways operated by the Washington State Department of 
Transportation such as Interstate 5, Interstate 705, State Route 16, and State Route 
167.  

 
d. Private facilities, private roadways, roadways owned by other agencies, such as the 

Port of Tacoma, and roadways operated by other agencies, such as Metro Parks 
Tacoma.  Naming or renaming private roadways and roadways owned or operated by 
other agencies shall apply the development review process and standards established 
in the City of Tacoma’s Right-of-Way Design Manual. 

 
e. Requests to pay for naming rights of property. 
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SECTION 3: GENERAL PROCEDURES FOR CONSIDERING NAMING PROPOSALS AND NAME 
CHANGES 

 

1. Naming proposals and name changes, including honorary roadway naming, shall be submitted in 
writing to the Mayor’s Office, and should, at minimum, include the following: 

 
a. For all naming proposals: 

 

i. A map illustrating the area affected by the proposal. 

ii. Any existing place, right of way or facility names that would be affected. 

iii. Any common usage names or nicknames for the area or its elements, including 
topographical landmarks. 

iv. Representative photographs of the area. 

v. A statement of the criteria in this policy that apply to the request, and how the 
proposal meets these criteria. 

vi. A summary of any public outreach conducted to date, including to neighborhood 
associations, Neighborhood Councils, Business District Associations, and 
commercial property owners’ groups; include any media coverage or public 
meetings. This may include any statements of support or endorsement received. 
Applicants are encouraged to seek public support prior to submitting a naming 
request. Puyallup Tribal Council or designee initiated honorary requests within the 
1873 survey area of the Puyallup Reservation should demonstrate broad community 
support in the vicinity of the location of the honorary name. 

vii. A description of all planned actions for interpretive measures if the naming proposal 
is approved, particularly including any that would require additional permitting.  For 
roadway naming, design review for conformance with federal standards and 
installation must be conducted by the City’s Public Works Department.  

viii. Consultation with the Puyallup Tribal Council or designee and adherence to 
appropriate tribal practices or protocols if the proposed name could portray tribal 
significance, including association with an individual, organization or event. 

 
b. Additionally for roadway and non-roadway rights of way naming, including honorary 

naming, but excluding Puyallup Tribal Council or designee initiated honorary naming 
within the 1873 survey area of the Puyallup Reservation: 

 
i. A signed petition in support of the renaming must be solicited and submitted by the 

proponents of the renaming prior to consideration by the City of at least two-thirds of 
property owners abutting the linear frontage of the affected roadway and fifty percent 
of those property owners within five hundred feet of the proposal.  Such a petition 
shall be implemented at the sole expense of the proponent(s); however, the City may 
provide a list of affected taxpayers of record.  Proponents are encouraged to use this 
as an opportunity to educate abutting property owners and neighbors about the 
importance and significance of the naming request.  Given the changing makeup of 
neighborhoods, this step may be particularly important to gain the support of newer 
members of the community. 

 

2. Naming proposals should be reviewed for consistency with the City’s stated policies and goals 
towards equity and inclusion. 
 

3. Proposals that do not appear to meet the criteria as established in this policy, or that do not 
appear to be of benefit to the City or its residents, may be removed from further consideration as 
determined by the Mayor's Office or ad hoc workgroup. 
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4. Naming proposals (whose content is described in Section 3, Subsection 1) may be made by the 

Mayor, members of the City Council, or by the community via the Mayor’s Office.  Additional steps 
include: 

 
a. For buildings, structures, real property, and non-roadway rights of way: 

 
i. When a naming or renaming proposal is received in the Office of the Mayor, the 

Mayor’s policy staff will coordinate with the City Manager’s Office.    
 

ii. For proposals that pass an initial vetting by the Mayor’s Office, the City Manager’s 
Office designated staff shall convene an ad hoc workgroup consisting of 
representatives from Traffic Engineering; Real Property Services; Office of Equity 
and Human Rights; the Historic Preservation Officer when the proposal has 
historical significance; and Government Relations when the proposal has Tribal 
significance to determine completeness of a submitted application and determine 
that the criteria as described in this policy has been met.  For naming proposals in 
a language other than English, the ad hoc workgroup may seek translation 
services.  If the workgroup determines an application is incomplete or the criteria 
has not been met, the City Manager’s Office designated staff shall inform the 
applicant and advise on resubmitting.  

 
iii. The City Manager’s Office designated staff shall share the recommendations from 

the ad hoc workgroup with the City Attorney’s Office for legal review. 

 
b. For roadways: 

 
i. When a proposal for an official renaming or honorary naming is received in the 

Office of the Mayor, the Mayor’s policy staff will coordinate with the Public Works 
Department.    

 
ii. For proposals that pass an initial vetting by the Mayor’s Office, the Public Works 

Department designated staff shall convene an ad hoc workgroup consisting of a 
representative from Traffic Engineering; Real Property Services; the City 
Manager’s Office; the Office of Equity and Human Rights; the Historic Preservation 
Officer when the proposal has historical significance; and Government Relations 
when the proposal has Tribal significance to determine completeness of a 
submitted application and determine that the criteria as described in this policy has 
been met.  For naming proposals in a language other than English, the ad hoc 
workgroup may seek translation services.  If the workgroup determines an 
application is incomplete or the criteria has not been met, the Public Works 
designated staff shall inform the applicant and advise on resubmitting.  If the 
workgroup determines an application is complete and the criteria as established in 
this policy has been met, the Public Works designated staff will solicit feedback 
from the following, at a minimum:    
• Planning and Development Services  
• South Sound 911 
• Pierce Transit 

 
iii. The Public Works Department designated staff shall share the recommendations 

from the ad hoc workgroup with the City Attorney’s Office for legal review. 
 

c. Next steps for all naming proposals:  
 

i. The Infrastructure, Planning and Sustainability Committee is generally the 
committee that oversees naming requests and makes recommendations to City 
Council for further consideration. 
 

ii. The designated staff as established in Section 3, Subsection 4.a. and b., shall 
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coordinate with the Executive Liaison of the Infrastructure, Planning and 
Sustainability Committee to determine scheduling and present the applicant’s 
proposal along with the feedback from the designated Departments and staff listed 
in this policy.   
 

iii. Following the Committee's review, the Committee may defer the proposal if 
additional information is required, deny the proposal if it does not appear to meet 
the criteria as established in this policy, or forward to the City Council with or 
without recommendation for the Council's consideration.   

 
iv. Upon receiving a recommendation or no recommendation from the Council 

Committee, City Council will schedule a public hearing to receive public comment for 
official roadway renaming and may schedule a public hearing to receive public 
comment for any other naming request, particularly naming requests with significant 
public interest.   
 

v. Naming requests proposed in accordance with this policy shall be presented via 
Council Resolution, except where applicable City, State or Federal regulations 
require other specific legislation.  

 
vi. Council approved naming proposals shall be effective immediately, except official 

roadway renaming, which shall be effective six months after Council adoption. 

 
vii. Should a naming request be approved by City Council, the designated staff shall 

inform the following stakeholders of the outcome, at a minimum: 
• South Sound 911 

• Executive Director 
• Pierce Transit 

• Executive Director 
• Special Events Coordinator 
• Scheduling Principal Planner 

• Tacoma Police Department 
• Police Chief 
• Administrative Services Bureau 

• Tacoma Fire Department 
• Fire Chief 
• Fire Department Manager 
• Assistant Fire Chief – Operations Division 
• Fire Communications Center Supervisor 
• Fire Communications Center Captain 
• Office Administrator 

 
 
SECTION 4: NAMING CRITERIA  

 

The following criteria are recommended for the City Council’s consideration when evaluating potential 
naming proposals: 

 

1. City’s discretion.  The City will consider naming proposals but is under no obligation to accept a 
proposal. 
 

2. Avoid duplication.  New names should not duplicate or reuse names that are already used in 
other locations. 

 

3. Context, geographical location and natural or geological features. Names may be based on 
location or distinctive, predominant and defining natural or geological features of an area. Such 
proposals should be given names that directly reflect or are contextually related to the history of 
the site. 
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a. Common usage names that have developed over time shall be favored. Property may 

be given official designations based on common usage by residents of an area, such as 
topographical features, nearby schools, or historical names. 

b. Names of property indicated on general usage maps for fifty years or more should only 
be changed when the proposed name is supported by other City policies, priorities or 
initiatives. 

 

4. Historical significance. Naming proposals with historical significance should meet one of the 
following criteria: 

a. The name is associated with a historically significant event or for events reflecting broad 
patterns of Tacoma’s history; 

b. The name is associated with the lives of persons of citywide significance in Tacoma’s 
past;  

c. The name is related to an existing or proposed registered historic property or district;  

d. The name would highlight previously under-documented or poorly understood historical 
narratives; or 

e. Specific to buildings and other infrastructure, the name reflects a distinctive architectural 
or engineering achievement. 

 
5. Civil service.  Property may be named for individuals who have enhanced the quality of life for 

Tacoma residents through outstanding public service, including: 

a. Leadership in civic organizations devoted to community improvement; 

b. Outstanding humanitarian work, such as service to persons who are underprivileged, 
economically disadvantaged, or have a disability; or 

c. Leadership in events and programs that have broadly enriched the quality of life for 
Tacoma residents. 

 
6. Equity, inclusion, and reconciliation.  Naming proposals may be conferred as a part of the City’s 

ongoing efforts toward improving social and racial equity, inclusion, and reconciliation.   
 

7. Contributions.  Exclusive of public roadways, property may be named for an individual or 
organization if that individual or organization has made a significant direct property or monetary 
contribution to the City of Tacoma, consistent with the City’s relevant acceptance policies, for 
purposes of developing that particular piece of property, and the naming is a stipulation of the 
donation. 
 

8. Segments of property.  For buildings and facilities, portions of a facility may have another name 
than that of the entire facility or features may be dedicated to or in honor of a person such as “Tide 
Pool – Cecil Brosseau” and “Owen Beach” at Point Defiance. 

 
SECTION 5: ADDITIONAL NAMING CRITERIA FOR ROADWAYS 

 
1. Official renaming general principles.  In general, official renaming of existing roadways is 

discouraged except when: 

a. A naming effort is part of a larger, coordinated and planned effort involving multiple 

segments of roadway; or 

b. A naming effort has historical significance including at least one of the following:  
i. The name is associated with a historically significant event or for events 

reflecting broad patterns of Tacoma’s history; 
ii. The name is associated with the lives of persons of citywide significance in 

Tacoma’s past; or 
iii. The name would highlight previously under-documented or poorly understood 

historical narratives. 
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2. Costs. City costs involved in name changes of a roadway, including honorary naming, shall 

generally be the responsibility of the applicant. Should the applicant be unable to pay, the 
applicant shall include a statement outlining financial need in the application materials 
submitted.  Costs for materials and installation typically range from approximately $200 to $500 
per location for post-mounted signs. 
 

3. Specific rules. Roadway names, including honorary names, shall not: 

a. Impair the ability of emergency services to respond to emergencies or impair the City’s 
ability to deliver services; 

b. Be renamed, or receive an honorary name, if the roadway has been named, renamed, or 
assigned an honorary name within the previous 15 years - only one honorary roadway 
name shall be permitted at a time for each roadway segment; 

c. Result in, or be perceived to confer, any competitive advantage, benefit or preferential 

treatment or advertisement to the named party, or a product, service or a particular 
business; 

d. Be or be perceived to be discriminatory or derogatory of race, color, ethnic origin, gender 
identity or expression, sex, sexual orientation, creed, political affiliation, disability or other 
social factors; 

e. Result in inappropriate abbreviations or acronyms; or 

f. Result in any duplicate named intersections. 

 
4. Special consideration.  In recognition that the City of Tacoma rests on the traditional lands of 

the Puyallup People where they make their home and speak the Lushootseed language, 
Puyallup Tribal Council or designee initiated proposals within the 1873 survey area of the 
Puyallup Reservation will be given special consideration as described in Section 5, Subsection 
5.a. of this policy.   

 
5. Languages other than English. 

a. All areas within the 1873 survey area of the Puyallup Reservation within the City of 

Tacoma shall also be eligible for honorary names in the Lushootseed language as 
proposed by the Puyallup Tribal Council or designee.  Naming proposals in 
Lushootseed shall undergo the same process as honorary naming and adhere to the 
same criteria as honorary naming, except as described in Section 3, Subsection 1.  
Puyallup Tribal Council or designee initiated honorary naming shall be exempt from the 
signed petition requirement, and instead, proposals shall demonstrate broad community 
support in proximity of the honorary naming proposal.  The Lushootseed language shall 
be prioritized for honorary naming proposals within the 1873 survey area of the 
Puyallup Reservation within the City of Tacoma.  

b. Proposals for honorary names in languages other than English are allowed.   

c. Proposals for names in languages other than English may require translation services 
to support City review. 

 
6. Prefixes and suffixes for streets. Prefixes and suffixes for street names are assigned by the 

Public Works Department to ensure the appropriate title is used to describe the type, function, 
length and configuration of the street. 

a. The street name prefix shall consist of “N,” “S,” or “E,” according to the following: 
i. “N” – All streets north of Division Avenue/6th Avenue between Commencement 

Bay and Tacoma Narrows 
ii. “S” – All streets south of Division Avenue and west of ‘A’ Street except for 

those areas included under west end streets 
iii. “E” – All streets between ‘A’ Street and Marine View Drive 

b. The street name suffix shall consist of “W” or “NE” according to the following: 
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i. “W” – All streets south of South 19th Street and west of Orchard Street 
ii. “NE” – All streets east of Marine View Drive 

c. The street type suffixes shall be assigned based on the following: 
i. “Avenue” - May only be used for north/south oriented streets or when streets 

are skewed from actual north/south, shall only be used when parallel streets 
are of the same type. 

ii. “Street” - May be used for north/south or east/west oriented streets; may not be 
used for north/south numbered streets; and when streets are skewed from 
actual north/south or east/west, shall only be used when parallel streets are of 
the same type. 

iii. “Drive,” “Blvd,” “Way,” “Lane,” “Road,” and “Place” - May only be used for 
meandering streets which cannot conform to “Avenue” or “Street” criteria 
shown above. 

iv. “Court” - May only be used in conjunction with “Street” or “Avenue” where 
alignment is slightly offset from the street or avenue. 

v. “Terrace,” “Circle,” and “Loop” - Not allowed. 
 

7. Roadway grid layout. Renaming of existing rights of way shall only occur at existing shifts in the 
roadway grid layout or where there are clear topographical or geographical shifts in the grid 
layout.  
 

8. Length of time.  For honorary naming, the length of time the honorary name shall remain in 
place is generally 15 years.  After 15 years, should the applicant or applicant’s designee wish to 
extend the time for which the honorary name is in place, a formal request may be made to the 
Mayor’s Office.  The applicant or applicant’s designee shall submit a letter requesting the 
extension stating the exact location of the request and the honorary name in place.  The Public 
Works representative shall convene the ad hoc workgroup for feedback on the request and 
follow the same process for approval as new honorary naming requests as described beginning 
in Section 3, Subsection 4.b.ii.  The lifespan of a sign for honorary naming is generally between 
ten and 15 years.  If the Public Works representative determines the honorary name sign 
requires replacement, the costs for replacement are generally the responsibility of the applicant 
or applicant’s designee.  
 

9. Right-of-Way Design Manual. Naming and renaming of rights of way shall be consistent with 
the criteria outlined in the current version of the City’s Right-of-Way Design Manual, which 
could, if appropriate, supersede the information listed above in Section 5, Additional Naming 
Criteria for Roadways. 

 
SECTION 6: ALTERNATIVES TO ROADWAY RENAMING 

 
1. Interpretive plaques. Interested parties are encouraged to consider alternatives to roadway 

renaming for the commemoration of individuals or organizations.  For example, with applicable 
permitting, interpretive plaques at key locations on buildings or sites, or where appropriate, 
with sidewalk environments (space permitting) or other visible pedestrian areas. 
 

2. Honorary naming. Applicants are advised that while any change to roadway names are 
significant, historic and honorary names face fewer process hurdles as underlying legal 
descriptions and addressing do not need to be modified. 

a. An honorary naming designation may be given to certain sections of existing roadways 
to commemorate the lives of important community members.  A commemorative sign, 
with applicable permitting, may be mounted with the official name for a defined length of 
the roadway, if approved, and generally at the expense of the applicant(s).  Should the 
applicant be unable to pay, the applicant shall include a statement outlining financial 
need in the application materials submitted. 

b. The City shall develop and provide a standard sign specification for approved proposals. 

c. The same process for consideration and approval, required application materials, and 

naming criteria for official roadway name changes shall be used for honorary naming.   
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