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CITY COUNCIL PUBLIC HEARING 

February 4, 2025 
SUBJECT OF THE PUBLIC HEARING 
The subject of the public hearing is a potential moratorium extension on certain uses and 
developments within the South Tacoma Groundwater Protection District (STGPD). 

 
What is a moratorium? A moratorium is a temporary pause on the permitting of specific types of 
uses or development activities that are otherwise allowed within a specific area of the City. 

 
Why is there consideration of the moratorium extension? The City Council adopted a 
moratorium in March 2023 to temporarily prohibit certain high impact uses in STGPD while the 
City and its partners work on the STGPD code update, which is expected to be completed in 
2025. The moratorium has been extended twice, in March and August of 2024, and is set to 
expire on March 20, 2025. The extension of the moratorium will continue to prohibit these high 
impact uses until the code amendment process has been completed. 

 
Where does the moratorium apply? The moratorium applies to the South Tacoma 
Groundwater Protection District (STGPD), as depicted in the map on the next page. 

 
What uses would be affected? The proposed moratorium extension would continue to prohibit 
the establishment of new underground storage tanks (UST) and new metal recycling/auto 
wrecking facilities. 

 
How would the moratorium extension apply to existing uses? The proposed moratorium 
extension would continue to prohibit expansion of existing underground storage tanks and metal 
recycling/auto wrecking facilities, while allowing businesses to conduct normal maintenance and 
repair activities, as well as reasonable site or facility improvements aimed at improving 
groundwater protection or ensuring compliance with environmental standards. 

 
How long would the moratorium extension be in effect? The proposed moratorium extension 
would last up to six (6) months from the date of adoption. 

 
How would the moratorium be resolved? Upon completion of the STGPD code update, the 
moratorium will be resolved. 

 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
For additional background on the proposal, visit www.cityoftacoma.org/stgpd. 

CONTACTS 
Maryam Moeinian, Senior Planner, mmoeinian@cityoftacoma.org; 253-532-1446. 
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