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BY REQUEST OF COUNCIL MEMBERS DIAZ, HINES, SADALGE, AND WALKER  
 
A RESOLUTION adopting the 2025 Climate Action Plan Update as the City’s guide 

to bolstering our preparedness and ability to reduce the impact of immediate 
threats to our community that are created and amplified by climate change. 

 
 WHEREAS on November 20, 2021, pursuant to Resolution No. 40878, the 

City Council adopted the 2030 Climate Action Plan and 2030 Climate Adaptation 

Strategy which outlined a pathway to reach the City’s carbon reduction goals, and 

prepare the City and community for intensifying climate impacts, and  

 WHEREAS the Climate Action Plan (“Plan”) included short term actions 

which have since expired, creating a need for the 2025 Plan Update, and 

 WHEREAS while the Plan still serves as the City’s guiding foundation and 

the goals remain the same, and the 2025 Plan Update is streamlined to increase 

readability and accountability, and  

WHEREAS our planet continues to warm at an unprecedented rate, creating 

irreversible changes in our natural environment that threaten the health, safety, and 

economic vitality of our residents, and  

WHEREAS while the City has lowered its own greenhouse gas emissions, it 

cannot isolate itself from the global environment and the damaging impacts of 

global climate change and environmental degradation, and  

WHEREAS instead, we must build our resilience to climate change to ensure 

that we are protecting and strengthening our local economy, infrastructure, and the 

health and well-being of our residents for generations to come, and  
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WHEREAS the City’s history, coastal location, and urban topography makes 

it and its residents particularly susceptible to specific challenges that are created 

and amplified by climate change, including the following: 1) air pollution - our air 

quality is being diminished by the presence of harmful gases and particles in the 

environment. The City’s air quality is particularly affected by greenhouse gas 

emissions from transportation, which accounted for 44 percent of the City’s 

emissions in 2019, and smoke from wildfires happening across the Pacific 

Northwest. When the air we breathe is polluted, members of our community face a 

greater risk of respiratory and heart problems and other diseases that can shorten 

lifespans; 2) flooding and rising sea levels - soaring temperatures are melting 

glaciers and ice sheets at an accelerating pace, causing our sea levels to rise. As a 

coastal city, the City’s Port, along with vital infrastructure, habitat, and tribal lands, 

are at increased risk of costly damage from storm surges, flooding, and erosion; 

and 3) urban heat islands - climate change is causing frequent and extreme heat 

waves, amplifying urban heat island effects in our city. Urban heat islands increase 

the risk of cardiovascular diseases, respiratory illness, and heat stroke, as well as 

mortality rates for our residents. In addition, extreme heat can damage power 

infrastructure and impede our ability to reap the benefits of a more walkable and 

connected community, and  

WHEREAS this 2025 Plan Update attempts to balance doing the most we 

can to impact our residents’ lives today with the resources available, while also  
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looking for opportunities to advance the transformational actions necessary to 

achieve our broader goals, and  

WHEREAS the 2025 Plan Update can serve as a guide to bolstering the 

City’s preparedness and ability to reduce the impact of air pollution, flooding and 

rising sea levels, and urban heat islands, while also reducing our contributions to 

global climate emissions, and  

WHEREAS the Office of Environmental Policy and Sustainability gathered 

feedback by engaging in dialogue with various local community representatives and 

organizations, internal and external stakeholders, conducting Climate Action 

workshops, and additionally, staff inventoried engagement appendices from a 

variety of plans, documents, and Environmental Impact Statements from 2021, and  

WHEREAS on April 9, 2025, the Office of Environmental Policy and 

Sustainability provided public updates to the Infrastructure, Planning, and 

Sustainability Committee, and to the City Council’s Study Session of May 1, 2025, 

during a joint meeting with the Public Utilities Board; Now Therefore, 

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TACOMA: 

 Section 1.  That the 2025 Climate Action Plan Update, is hereby adopted, 

said document to be substantially in the form of the document on file in the office of 

the City Clerk. 
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Section 2.  That updates may be made to the Plan as new information 

becomes available and progress is made on identified goals. 

Adopted     
 
 
             
       Mayor 
Attest: 
 
 
      
City Clerk 
 
Approved as to form: 
 
 
      
Chief Deputy City Attorney 


