
	

 

July 10, 2018 

 
Mayor Woodards & City Council 
City of Tacoma 
 
Dear Mayor Woodards and esteemed City Council members, 

We write to you in solidarity with people held in the Northwest Detention Center (NWDC), 
detainees’ families, and those at risk of immigration detention. There is no fence tall enough to 
hide Tacoma’s immigration prison from us. 
 
On July 6th, 2018, Mayor Woodards stated, “I vow that I will continue to fight for the health, 
safety and success of immigrants and refugees.” At the same time, the City of Tacoma was 
building a fence to prevent activists from calling attention to human rights abuses at the 
NWDC. The fence is merely a symptom of the disease of detention and deportation that the 
city facilitates. This reveals the contradiction in Tacoma City government.  
 
How can Tacoma call itself a “Welcoming City” with people who fight for the health and 
safety of immigrants when city government fails to enforce health and safety regulations at the 
detention center? We say that it cannot. Amid long-term issues regarding a lack of nutritious 
food, clean clothes and drinkable water, the NWDC is right now experiencing a health crisis -- 
a chickenpox outbreak. GEO Group’s failure to manage the health and safety of the people 
there is currently on display, as even US Representative Derek Kilmer was unable to visit to 
investigate conditions due to health concerns in June 2018. 
 
We call on city government to enforce Tacoma Municipal Code 6B.10.140(6) to revoke GEO 
Group’s business license because its conduct has resulted in a danger to the public health and 
safety of all detained immigrants, and by extension those who work around or visit them.  
 
We have a petition signed by over 500 people that we include for public comments, as well as 
the Spanish translation below. We look forward to Tacoma becoming a truly welcoming city, 
one that fights for the health, safety and success of immigrants and refugees. 
 
 

Sincerely,  
 

Northwest Detention Center Resistance (NWDCR) 
www.nwdcresistance.org 
resistenciasolidarity@gmail.com 
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Al Concilio de la Ciudad de Tacoma y a la Alcaldesa Victoria Woodards 
 
¡Quitarle la licencia al Geo Group quien enjaula a la gente en el Centro de Detención del 
Noroeste¡ (NWDC por sus siglas en inglés) 
 
El 6 de julio la Alcaldesa Woodwards dijo “Me comprometo a seguir luchando por la 
salud, seguridad y éxito de inmigrantes y refugiados.” Al mismo tiempo la Ciudad de 
Tacoma está construyendo una barda para prevenir que lxs activistas sigan llamando la 
atención a los abusos a los derechos humanos en NWDC. La barda es sólo un síntoma de 
la enfermedad de la detención y deportación que la ciudad permite. 
 
¿Cómo puede Tacoma autodenominarse una “Ciudad Acogedora” con la gente quien lucha 
por la salud y seguridad de inmigrantes, cuando el gobierno de la ciudad fracasa en 
enforzar las regulaciones de salud y seguridad en el centro de detención? Nosotrxs decimos 
que no puede. Entre varios preocupaciones que han ocurrido por mucho tiempo con 
respecto a la falta de comida nutritiva, ropa limpia y agua potable, en el NWDC hay una 
crisis de salud - un brote de varicela. Es obvio que el Geo Group ha fracasado en manejar 
la salud y la seguridad de la gente, como el representante Derek Gilmer no lo dejaron 
entrar a investigar las condiciones debido a las preocupaciones de salud en junio del 
present año. 
 
Exigimos al gobierno de la ciudad que haga cumplir el código municipal 6B.10.140(6) 
para revocar la licencia de negocio a Geo debido a su conducta la cual ha resultado en 
poner en peligro la salud pública y la seguridad de lxs inmigrantes detenidxs, y por 
extensión a aquellos que trabajan ahí o aquellxs que visitan el lugar para ver a sus seres 
queridos. 
 
Atentamente, 
 
La Resistencia al NWDC 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 



To: Tacoma City Council and Mayor Woodards

We call on city government to enforce Tacoma Municipal Code 6B.10.140(6) to
revoke GEO Group’s business license because its conduct has resulted in a
danger to the public health and safety of all detained immigrants, and by
extension those who work in or visit them.

Exigimos al gobierno de la ciudad que haga cumplir el código municipal
6B.10.140(6) para revocar la licencia de negocio a Geo debido a su conducta la
cual ha resultado en poner en peligro la salud pública y la seguridad de lxs
inmigrantes detenidxs, y por extensión a aquellos que trabajan ahí o aquellxs que
visitan el lugar para ver a sus seres queridos.

Signed by 633 people:

Name Zip code

NWDC Resistance 98421

Megan Ybarra 98144-3005

Liisa Wale 98226

Heather Carawan 98404

Rosemary Cooke 98373

Charles Smith 98109

Naomi Mittet 98103

Robyn Greenfield 98122

Emma
Christensen

98409

Rosalyn Leban 98052

Jonathan
Rosenblum

98118

Gustavo
Lavariega

99362

Kae Unterseher 98102

TARYN-NICOLE
GIVENS

98006

Bradley
Thompson

98405

Jasper Perry-
Anderson

19128

Joe Catron 11412

Karla Rixon 98408



Name Zip code

Mariela L 98023

Paige Weinheimer 98188

Nora Hacker 98404

Kathy Spatafore 98465

Aowen Annbjorg 98406

Becky Drees 98117

Laura Haugh 98117

anna mallery 98498

Sachiko Goode 98405

Deborah Mangold 98418

Elizabeth Bate 98408

Katrina Outland 98405

John Fraley 98028

Junga Subedar 98225

Tyler Kipling 98116

Veta Nebel 98405

Sean Horner 98488

NANCY
BOUTWELL

98020

Sonia Portnoy-
Leemon

98117

Sonja Lund 98136

Susan Rawn 59715

Jeff Cohen 98406

Lezley McDouall 98405

Wendell Phillips 98116

Matthew
Weinstein

98406

Morgan Mentzer 98134

Edwin Elias 98406

Peter Strand 98144

Marcus Bartlett 98409

Jessica Ramirez 98108

Susan Murphy 98070



Name Zip code

Luke Quinn 98144

D Cahn 98126

Geena Barker 98579

Enoka Herat 98144

Diane Paul 98239

Maru Mora
Villalpando

98225

Jennifer Estroff 98374

Douglas Sackman 98070

Carino Barragan 98144

Jean Berolzheimer 98070

Jorgen Junker 98404

Cory Munson 98110

Susan Donaldson 98444-5857

Audrey Rohwer 98122

Karen Meisenburg 09407

Ed Bennett 98660

Katelyn Claflin 98684

Jose Núñez 98108

Carl Anderson 98403

Taylor Benson 98375

Rachel Peizer 98125

Jennifer Hiam 98446

ursula Mlynarek 98403

Sonja Sivesind 98116

Barbara Phinney 98133

Ursula Mehl 98116

Tammy Liddle
Lobban

98404

Bard Luippold 98406

Miguel Cueva 98444

Jaqueline Garcia 98003

Stephanie Sisson 98229



Name Zip code

Brent McFarlane 98133

Nathalie Op de
Beeck

98406

Kelly Allen 98123

Jessica Boutte 98406

Rio Thomas 98247

Ted Johnstone 98465

Beverly Naidus 98402

Roy Zungia 98117

Lena Nachand 98406

lauren wooley 98144

Jordan Van Voast 98144

Jered Lobban 98404

Belinda Griswold 98260

Josephine Smith 98506

Lucy Suddenly 98405

Suzanne
Reynolds

98260

Stephanie
Serrano

98586

V Carhart 98418

Theresa Crecelius 98166

Tamiko Nimura 98406

Susan Davis 98198

Irene Danysh 98166

Elaine Agoot 98055

Nancy
Berkheiser, M.D.

83544

Lisa Painter 98177

Victoria Gavia 91803

Jane Macy 98260

A. J. Honoré 98121

Janet Warren 92004

Brandi Yanez-
Riddle

98405



Name Zip code

Nancy Morton 98405

Timothy Smith 72837

Susan Helf 98103

Marisa Moreno 98012

Mira Martinovic 98115

Meagan Murphy 98102

William
Opfermann

98166

beverly christie 98405

Solea Kabakov 97058

Robin Price 75460

Jessica Holguin 98199

Rachel
Buddeberg

94116

Marilyn
Kimmerling

98407

Fred Hall 98508

Erik Drews 98502

David Post 98125

Mele Morales 98223

Nancy Farrell 98406

Kelsen Caldwell 98144

Ellen Notehelfer 98282

Kelly Moore 98225

Derek Boiko-
Weyrauch

98118

Elizabeth Allen 98006

Ulysses Hillard 98115

Cynthia Iraheta 98148

Sammi-Jo Lee 98144

Sydney Allen 98112

Roberto Rivera 98148

Michael Berry 98372

Sarah Demas 98107



Name Zip code

Loretta Ashe 87145

Alexander
Froehlich

98119

Marcelina
Chavez-Penner

98199

LaDonna
Robertson

98405

Maxfield Estela 98020

Nancy Kick 98166

Jackson Millikan 98502

Carol Kindt 98407

iea toner 98122

Bon Henderson 98444

Jacqueline Conger 98126

David Basior 98144

ashley marshall 98122

lois barnett 98368

Rev. Andrew
Conley-Holcom

98418

Kate Koehler-
Platten

98422

Audrey Nelson 98003

Jeppa Hall 98166

Ashley Mearns 98371

Meredith Barrioz 29630

Rebecca Allen 98370

Kathy Lawhon 98405

Heidi Stephens 98409

Maureen Freehill 98260

Kathleen Allen 98118

Amanda Saenz 98122

jennifer trotter 97435

Tania Neubauer 97231

Sarah McKagan 98122

Shannon waits 98118



Name Zip code

Cheri Carlson 98422

Carol Weatherby 98407

Francine Buckner 98108

Lucinda Stroud 98119

Brendan
McElmeel

98105

Samdra Gray 98136

George Steinitz 91906

Talya Gillman 98102

Diane
Shaughnessy

98406

Erin Chen 98117

Masahiro Sugano 98405

Kim Schwarzkopf 98126

Rachel Zerrell 98112

Kathryn Fontana 98407

Adam Roca 98144

Tera Oglesby 98122

Wendy Taylor 98503

Glenn Leever 98118

Christiane Buhl 98408

Jody Rauch 98146

Twylia Westling 98422

Camilla Eckersley 98144

Tucker Richards 98134

Erica Tucker 98404

Ignacio Ventura 98021

Fletcher Christie 98405

Robert Jordheim 98030

Amanda Chavez 98123

Chris Cerezo 98122

Saiyare Refaei 98408

Sarah Moore 98168



Name Zip code

Rebecca
Lancaster

98226

Danielle Watson 98406

Jennifer
Archibeque

98418

Lucie Kroschel 98406

Diana Falchuk 98144

Elizabeth G 98406

Colleen Taylor 98118

Elizabeth Kollen 98335

TOLULOPE TAIWO 98023

Brett Hamil 98144

Tony Wetzsteon 98103

Ellen Kramer 98467

Rachel Brodsky 98027

Dylan McDermid M6R 1P2

Hank Peters 98033

Marc Mixon 98166

Lynne Carol 98103

Benjamin Scott 98103

Nicole Cruver
Wenk

98407

Todd Bohannon 98053

Catherine Parker 98107

Anna Fernandez 98122

Peter Jung 98405

Sean Wilkins 98117

Jim Causey 98072

Kathy Chadwell 47909

Aaron Bowersock 98118

Steven Wilkins 98136

Jason LeMaitre 98403

Carolyn Draper 98055

kristyn hines 85351



Name Zip code

Stevie
VanBronkhorst

98122

Martha Waiters 98466

James Snell 98105

Janelle Schaffer 98661

Erik Wirfs-Brock 98105

Frances Crouter 98118

Emma Shore 98144

Guy Oron 98115

Pamela Keeley 98118

Jennifer Adams 98405

Heather Morton 88011

Michelle Hu 98012

Emily McArthur 98108

Eric Herde 98445

B Fork 12209

David Sprouse 98467

David Snell 98422

Elan Baharie 98116

garrett Mcconnell 11101

Janice Dancy 98146

Galen Osier 98146-1913

Kevin Marsolais 98188

RIch Jesnen 98122

Daniela Oliva 98109

Dana MacInnis 98236

Carly Brook 98144

Joshua Snow 60640

Zachary Stallings 98155

Richard
Grendzinski

98195

Dan Hudson 98907

Kirsten Brown 94553



Name Zip code

Jared Norton 98406

Kelsey McGrath 98122

Andrew Rozdilsky 98403

Sandi Olson 98144

Amy Camber 98125

Wendy Walker 98117

Angela
Westergreen

98418

Jordan Pierre-
Davis

98105

Iliana Sonntag 92119

Suzanne Thomas 98333

Ashley Podplesky 98108

Kat Pickens 98103

Beth Holloway 98683

Kirsten Barker 98402

Dee Ambrosini 92008

alicia stemmler 98136

Jeff Pearson 98407

Jamey Voorhees 98405

Tricia Deome 98467

Erich Friesen, AIA 63112

ASHLEY RIVERA 98405

Jennifer Zwick 98144

Jack Fennimore 53129

Catarina Tarvin 98103

Ellen I. 98421

Sharon Schroeder 98405

Jamika Scott 98405

Miranda Vargas 98105

Jennifer Schilling 98103

Ryan Whitney 98109

Casey Hubbell 98466



Name Zip code

C Davida Ingram 98101

Anida Ali 98405

Abigail Thomson 98406

Megan Capes 98444

Megan Tully 98133

Emily Burman 98405

erin potts 98408

Lellius Rose 98125

K Higg 03044

Cody Shepherd 98403

Phil Neff 98102

John Carlton 98405

Cat H 98406

Kimberly Thomas 98405

Demian Godon 98199

Jen Schlatter 98402

Loewyn Young 98512

Angela
Hawthorne

98103

Kathleen Hewitt 98407

Charles Yarbro 98104

Alyssa Urish 98405

Katherine Brown 98136

Jane Anau 98112

Michael Gates 98337-1060

Dylan Cooper 98107

David O'Boyle 98109

Ryan Johnson 98201

Mark Kaufman 89104

Hope Teague 98404

Achia McGregor 98122

Derek Reimer 94805

Laura Powell 98404



Name Zip code

Christina Bearer 98103

Jen Calkins 98383

River Reier 98408

Dylan Tinney 98402

Renee Lenti 98122

Nadine Brown 98409

Sharon Williams 98028

N Stokes 98405

jessica reiff 98119

Anthony Helmbolt 98002

Glen Buhlmann 98115

Neil Provo 97072

Jennifer Atkinson 90621-1393

Mark Burkhart 98402

Jake Gyllenskog 98225

Jesse Mann 98034

Miranda
Zacharias

98387

Rhu J. 98273

Koby Boley 99026

Rachel Thomson 98406

Humberto
Misteroni

21218

Lauren McGee 36877

Michael Bailey 98112

Arturo Hull 99516

Allison Hopstad 98030

Jacob Ferguson 98102

Mo Lewis 98405

Leah Montange 98105

Mara Eaton 98405

John Murphy 98406

Mary Kozlov 98639



Name Zip code

Zo Black 98403

Carly Dunn 98122

Pat Schowe 98122

Danny Littlejohn 98126

Giorgio Riva 30125

Desirèe Douglass 98177

Kelsey Johnston 98264

Jen Orr 98405

Lupe Pulido 94804

Amy Madden 98105

p p 98020

Jenny Taylor 98221

Jeniffer Calleja 98126

Arthur Maness 84107

Jason Rigden 98027

Carlos Rodriguez 30066

Bianca Gomez 98405

Aubrey Pullman 98144

Ceara Nichol 11216

Maggie Roberts 98466

Rosemarie
Wiegman

98404

Shanna Hanft-Rife 98403

Delaney Cline 98372

Maria Pascualy 98403

Heather Evans 98405

Jennifer Cruz 00970

Anne Hawkins 98405

Jessica Severance 98144

William Bielawsi 98101

Kasey Tollefson 98502

Andy Straight 98407

Richard Williams 98405



Name Zip code

Michell Redfoot 94510

Rebekah Berndt 98405

Kenra Brewer 98404

Devon Powers 98405

Leslie Whitecrow 98408

Carrie Grula 98466

Lisa Starling 99515

Valarie Peaphon 98407

Jessica Brewer 98405

Carrie Little 98360

Brad Jencks 98103

Amanda Robinson 98112-2152

Mary Jones 98407

Tonya Bruno 98146

Audrey Pitigliano 98373

Monique
LeTourneau

98499

Jennifer Marks 98407

Ashley Mimura 98405

Dylan Tran 98404

Skylar Cole 98405-2914

Paul Lehnert 98403

Merrillee Royse 98418

Annabelle
Backman

98107

Jenet Morrow 90813

Kathrine Berntson 98012

Ana Sierra 98406

Julia Buck 98107

Susan Newsom 98406

Liza Puretz 90066

Olivia Smith 98107

Galen Burghardt 60201



Name Zip code

George Rozelle 72837

John Bennitt 98007

Wendy
Courtemanche

98225

Josefina Mora 98225

Wanbo Cheung 98225

Nick Etheredge 98109

Cheryl Rucker 98406

Jarrod Wright 98118

Jamie Krolikowski 98407

V Shaw 87114

Julie Pickering 98112

Emily Thousand 98056

emily warren 98118

Sherry Wang 98105

Lorraine Toler 98404

Chad Palermo 01450

Saralyn Smith 98408

Knox Gardner 98144

Ted Sarvata 97214

Jan Thomson 98406

Kamla Samujh 98407

Sophia Bell 21108

Melissa Hubbard 98407

Stacy Oaks 98271

Katharine Spitzer 98144

Suzanne Stewart 98406

James Probert 98407

Cassandra Lee 98404

Kristin Mitchell 98406

Jam Ruud 98403

Philip Denman 98409

Nicholas Carr 98466



Name Zip code

Toni Nelson 98466

Kylee Peterson 98003

Megan Black 98409

Nora Gause 98122

Sarah Reid 98408

Laurel Beaty 98447

Amelia
Harrington

98122

Melinda Minch 98112

Cam Pratt 98370

Loretta Seybert 98253

Joshua Harris 98118

Esther
Kronenberg

98502

Matt White 98115-6940

Susan Byers 98409

Mia Shaw 98407

Jessica Eberl 98408

Paula Tyner 98366

Rachel Haxtema 98406

Jacquelyne Fisher 98407

Peter Lawless 98926

Kimi Hoover 98260

Anthony Perez 98036

Anthony Pepe 98028

Clara Lopez 22033

Gracie Stallings 98122

Hanna
Gebrehiwet

90018

Michael Williams 83703

Scott Pattison 98122

Tracy Carrithers 98034

Derrian Tavarez 98406

Jessica Jang 98103



Name Zip code

Kamau Chege 98403

Blake Johnson 98109

Andrew Scanlon 98417

Riley Kua 98105

Jonathan Morris 98052

Caitlin Postal 98136

Lian Eytinge 98502

Stasia Arkham 98115

Ruthy Taylor 98466

Grace Eichner 98406

Melissa Hollon 98418

Mary Ann
McDonald

95818

Aziza Baltuth 98028

Chris Jackling 98368

Chris Middleman 98109

Amanda Davis 98146

Alexis LaFlamme 98126

Ezra Nuite 98119

Daria Kelsey 98445

Geoffrey Lott 98034

Wendy Bream 98407

lisa Oldoski 98404

Shonta Ramsey 98466

David dees
Deesmichael@ym
ail.com

98188

Seth Farber 98007

Gabby Goeglein 98119

David Long 98405

Alan Hensley 98102

Chris Olsen 98466

Michelle Dillon 98105

Cyra Benedict 98405



Name Zip code

Sue Letsinger 98070

Sarah Eshelman 13630

Stacy Schierholz 98122

Ann Jones 98407

Jesse Offenhartz 98144

Aggie
Lukaszewski

94952

Angela Tinker 98405

Judith Jones 98407

Blanca Tallaj 35209

Susan Lake 94402

Teagan Lampman 98405

Holly Richart 98409

Christopher
Peters

98403

Paul Alexander 98122

Jeremy Puma 98106

Elise Brown 98115

Nanette
Westerman

98133-8222

Claire Smith 98105

Carol Thuy Bui 98405

Barbara Jones 98498

Danielle Simbeck 98516

Darcy Dukes 98409

Gina Corsiglia 98368

Dustin Massey 98225

Brandon Siegel 98117

Emma Martinez 97217

Joanne Lisosky 98403

Robert Fenwick 98106

RR Anderson 98402

Destiny Egan 98405

Jacob Galfano 98229



Name Zip code

Rosa Bushey 98405

Philip Kendall 98117

Brian Platt 98155

Kirk Huffman 98104

Heidi Calhoun 98422

Sarah Hubbard 98407

Jessica Bone 98198

Justine Akehurst 98194-9464

Andrew O 98422

Elizabeth
Navarrete

98444

Alicia Torrez 98387

Sorana Nance 98105

Dena Jensen 98230

Mary CalvinMary 98136

Hanna Hill 80212

Tamara Leaa
Spira

98229

Axel Murphy 98136

Allison Bailey 98122

Yeliz Cakici 44649

Jamie B 98133

Gavin Alfus 98058

Arti Vachss 98225

Emma Gamboa 97008

Rebecca Maggio 97224

Christopher
Jordan

98405

Melinda Biernacki 98102

Caitlin Rippey 98144

charles rohrmann 98144

Zachary Moore 98087-5851

Rachel McDonald 98126

Ann Wendell 98408



Name Zip code

Laurie Rocello
Torres

98122

Karen Schneider 98103

Mariesa Bus 98443

Jason Babbitt 98444

Bo Scarim 98122

Laurie gaddis 80439

Devin Brent 49230

Dana Oride 98404

Tess Matsukawa 98374

Jasmine Daniels 98122

Noemie Susan
Vassilakis

98144

Abigail Levenson 98405

Lucas Dambergs 98403

colin englesberg 98118

joshua Simpson 98104

Revel Smith 98101

Kami Huynh 98466

Katie Alfus 98058

Abra Soule 98133

Erik Test 86025

Cassie Baisa 98418

Antonio Dedmon 98404

Stephanie Lenn 33165

Ricardo Carranza 98405

Doug Mackey 98406

Terrance Jones 98404

Chris Van Vechten 98405

Carolyn Alfus 98058

Kelly Weatherby-
Pennisi

98406

Jean Darsie 98117

Priscilla Estrada 98125



Name Zip code

Scott Sweeney 98133

Clara Duffy 98112

Geov Parrish 98101

MariClaire
Eastabrooks

98405

Drew Carrigan 98405

Skylar O'Harrow 98405

Monica DeHart 94806

Jim McMahan 98144

George Perez 98108

Matt Razincka 98122

ShaCorrie
Tunkara

98118

Alexis Rouse 98406

Janet Muelhans 98407

Melvin Rouse Jr 98406

Ian R 98115

Nicholas Santos 98103

Amanda Miller 98105

Zephyra Burt 98402

Kate McClure 98001

Peter
Abrahamsen

98115

deanne english 98394

Thomas Whyte 98117

Haydeé Lavariega 98407

Ellida Lathrop 98466

Krystal Kyer 98502

Christen Adkins 98409


