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Public Use Microdata Area Profiles 

Tacoma (Central) 

■ Tacoma (Central) 

■ Peninsula Region & Tacoma (West) 

Lakewood & Joint Base Lewis-McChord 

■ Tacoma (South), Pa rkland & Spanaway 

Tacoma (Port) & Bonney Lake (NW) 

Puyallup & South Hill 

■ Graham, Elk Plain & Prairie Ridge 

Prominent Places: Tacoma Downtown, Hilltop, Central and South Tacoma 
Partially Includes: The North End, South End, and East Side Neighborhoods 
100% Incorporated 

Peninsula Region & Tacoma (West) 
Prominent Places: Gig Harbor, University Place, Fircrest, Anderson and Fox Island 
Partially Includes: The North End Neighborhood 
Majority of land is unincorporated 

Lakewood & Joint Base Lewis-McChord 
Prominent Places: Lakewood, Steilacoom, Dupont, and Fort Lewis 
Majority of land is unincorporated, but population is mostly incorporated 

Parkland, Spanaway & Tacoma (South) 
Prominent Places: Parkland, Spanaway and Midland 
Partially Includes: The South End Neighborhood 
Majority of land is unincorporated 

Tacoma (Port) & Bonney Lake (NW) 
Prominent Places: NE Tacoma, Fife, Edgewood, 
Milton and Sumner 
Majority of land and population is incorporated 

Puyallup & South Hill 
Prominent Places: Puyallup and South Hill 
About half of the land and population are 
incorporated 

Graham, Elk Plain & Prairie Ridge 
Prominent Places: Elk Plain, Orting, 
Buckley, Roy, South Prairie & Eatonville 
Partially Includes: Bonney Lake 

I 
Majority of land and population are 

· unincorporated 



Disconnected Young Adult Data Summary 

Pierce County 

Parkland, Spanaway & Tacoma (South) 

Lakewood & JBLM 

Tacoma (Central) 

Puyallup & South Hill 

Bonney Lake (NW) & Tacoma (Port) 

Graham, Elk Plain & Prairie Ridge 

Peninsula & Tacoma (West) 

-

14,974 (14.6%) of 102,892 young adu lts a rc d1sconncct cd 

------

2,943 (16.5%) of 17,842 
-

2,310 (13.6%) of 16,958 

2,213 (12.7%) of 17,391 

2,137 (14.2%) of 15,030 

1,943 (15.0%) of 12,990 
- ---

1,866 (16.3%) of 11,421 

1,562 (13.9%) of 11,260 

• By a wide margin, the Parkland/Spanaway region has the highest count of OYA (2,943). This 
region also ha~ the highest proportion of OYA, followed closely by the Graham, Elk Plains region. 

• Overall, just 9.3% of all OYA are age 16-18, 44% are 19-21 and 46.6 are 22-24. 
• 14.6% of Young Adults are disconnected in Pierce County compared to 12.3% for the state of 

Washington and just 11.7% for the national average. 

Disconnected Young Adults by Race and Ethnicity 

Multi-racial young adults in the Bonney 

Lake/Tacoma (Port) region are almost two 

times more likelv to be disconnected 
---------- ---

Estimates with variances greater than 20~-o are less reliable. Estimates with variances ;ireaterthan 30% are omitted. 

Black or 

Asian alone Afri can 
Some Other Two or More 

White alone 
Hispanic or 

Amer ican a .. 
Race Races 

Pierce County Disconnected Youth 3.4~0 10.4% 4.9% 11..3% 64.6% 

Al l Young Adults 5.7% 8.4% 4.4% 10.S% 67 .7% 

Parkland, Spanaway & Disconnected Youth 4.9% 14.0% 9 .4% 52.8% 

Tacoma (South) 
All Young Adults 7 .7% 12.2% 8.0% 11.8% 53.1% 

Lakewood & JBLM Disconnected Youth 3.2% 11.1% 16.7% 58.8% 

All Young Adults 7 .1% 12.6% 5.2% 14.1% 58.0% 

Tacoma (Centra l) Disconnected Youth 18.0% 61.7% 

All Young Adults 7 .2% 11.0% 5.5% 9.8% 63.7% 

Puyallup & South Hill Disconnected Youth s_sg,o 9.4% 13.0% 62.8% 

All Young Adults 4.7% 7.5% 3.4% 11.1% 70.5 % 

Bonney Lake (NW) & Disconnected Youth 2.5% 22% 19.2% 72.0% 

Tacoma (Port) 
All Young Adults 4.6% 2 .8% 2.5% 10.7% n.4% 

Graham, Elk Plain & Disconnected Youth 4 .0% 84.7% 

Prairie Ridge 
All Young Adults 0.9% 3.4% 1.8% 6.7% 85.7% 

Peninsula & Tacoma Disconnected Youth 13.2% 68.6% 

(West) All Young Adults 5.8% 4 .5% 1.4% 6.9% 78.2% 

Black young adults in Tacoma (Central) are almost Hispanic young adults in Tacoma (Central) are 

two times more likely to be disconnected about two times more likely to be disconnected 

• There are significant regional differences in the proportion of OYA who are Black/African 
American (2.2% to 18.0%) or two or more races (4.3% to 19.2%). 

• Overall, non-White young adults are about 10% more likely to disconnected, but with wide 
regional and racial variations. For many regions (e.g. Peninsula, Puyallup & South Hill), being a 
youth of color is associated with a greater likelihood of also being disconnected. 

Latino 

17.7 % 

13.6% 

21..4% 

19.4% 

21.9% 

17.1% 

24.2% 

12.9% 

18.3% 

12.3% 

16.1% 

132% 

12.2% 

9.3% 

7.1% 

• Hispanic and Latino youth are about 1.3 times more likely to be disconnected. Among Tacoma 
(Central) Hispanic youth, the likelihood of being disconnected is nearly two-fold (1.87). 
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Poverty by Region (Income to Poverty Ratio) 

Parkland, 
Tacoma Lakewood & Puyallup& 

Graham, Elk 
Peninsu la & 

Bonney lake 
Pierce County Spanaway& Pla in & Pra irie (NW) & Tacoma 

Tacoma (South) 
(Cent ral) JBLM Sout h Hill 

Ridge 
Tacoma (West ) (Port) 

Income to Poverty Ratio 

1674 
■ >300% 

200%-300% (22.9%) 4,990 

639 795 1,075 (34.1%) ■ <200% 
(37.6%) 726 

445 
(28.1%) (38.9%) (55.3%) 

724 (22.3%) 
636 

(24.6%) (41 .9%) 2,332 
183 (15.9%) 

Below 200% FPL 

• Half of all OYA are considered " low-income" youth (<200% Federal Poverty Level (FPL)). 

• DYA, in all regions, are more li kely to be below the poverty line (1.1 to 2.5 times) and sign ificantly 
less likely to be in the upper income/poverty brackets (>4.00). 

• Half of all DYA (49.3%) are looking for work, but nearly as many (45.5%) have never been 
employed. 

2018 Federal Poverty Level for Continental United States (Based only on HH Size and Gross Income) 
HH Size 100% (in Poverty) 200% (Low Income) 300% 
1 12,140 24,280 36,420 
2 16,460 32,920 49,380 
3 20,780 41,560 62,340 
4 25,100 50,200 75,300 
5 29,420 58,840 88,260 
6 33,740 67,480 101,220 

100% FPL is the income limit for Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act (WIOA) . 
130% FPL is the income limit used for the Supplemental Nutritional Assistance Program (SNAP). 
180% FPL is the income limit for students to be eligible for free or reduced schoo l mea l prices. 
200% FPL is the income limit foF the Working Connections and Ch ild Care (WCCC) . 
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Likelihood of Being Disconnected by Maternity Status 

Pierce County 

Parkland, Spanaway & Tacoma (South) 

Lakewood & JBLM 

Tacoma (Central) 

Puyallup & South Hill 

Bonney Lake (NW) & Tacoma (Port) 

Graham, Elk Pla in & Prairie Ridge 

Peninsu la & Tacoma (West) 

0.3 . 

0.9 e 
0.8 e 

0.7 . 

0.9 e 
0.9 . 

0.8 e 

"-·" . 
1.:- . 

Z.0 e 

2.2 e 
2.4 . 

2..9 

p.o 0.5 

1.0 e 

1.0 1.5 2.0 2.5 3.0 

Likelihood of being disconnected [Greater than 1.0 means a positive association] 

■ Not a mother Mot her (with children under 18 yrs) 

• Across all regions, DYA females are much more likely to be mothers -1.7 times up to 3.5 times 
more likely given the maternity rate among all young adults. 

Likelihood of Being Disconnected by Disab ility Status 

Pierce County 

Parkland, Spanaway & Tacoma (South) 

Lakewood & JBLM 

Tacoma (Cent ral) 

Puyallup & South Hill 

Bonney Lake (NW) & Tacoma {Port) 

Graham, Elk Plain & Prairie Ridge 

Peninsula & Tacoma (West) 

p.o 0.2 0.4 

0.9 . 2.1 . 

0.9 e 2.1 . 

1.0 e 1.3 • 
0.9 . 2.2 . 

0.9 . 

1.0 . 1.2 e 
0.9 . 1 .9 e 

0.9 . 

0.6 0.8 1.0 1.2 1 .4 1.6 1.8 2.0 2.2 2.4 

Likelihood of being disconnected [Greater than 1.0 means a positive association] 

■ Without a disability ■ With a disability 

2.i e 

2.6 

• Disabil ity is one of the most strongly associated factors. Disconnected Young Adu lts are about 
two-times more likely to have a disability with the Puyallup/South Hill and Peninsula Region 
reporting DYA with disabilities at 2.7 to 2.9 times higher rat es than expected given the total 
popu lation. 

3.5 

2.5 • 

2.8 3.0 
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Adult Educational Attainment Data Summary 

Pierce County 39,019 (8.7%) of 447,008 adults (age 25-64) lack a high school diploma 

Parkland, Spanaway & Tacoma (South) 10,062 (14.6%) of 69,100 

Tacoma (Central) 

Graham, Elk Plain & Prairie Ridge 

8,476 (12.1%) of70,333 

4,968 (8.4%) of 59,264 

4,799 (8.2%) of 58,177 

4,270 (6.4%) of67,212 

3,640 (5.7%) of 63,523 

2,804 (4.7%) of 59,399 

Lakew ood & JBLM 

Puyal lup & South Hill 

Bonney Lake (NW) & Tacoma (Port) 

Peninsula & Tacoma (West) 

• The lion's share of adults without a high school diploma is in the Parkland/Spanaway region and 
makes up 26% (10,062) of the total population in Pierce County. This region also represents the 
greatest proportion of adults without a diploma (14.6%). 

Adult Educational Attainment by Race and Ethnicity 
Estimates with variances greater than 20% are less reliab le. Estimates with variances g reater than 30% are omitted. 

Pierce County 

Parkland, Spanaway & 

Tacoma (South) 

Tacoma (Central) 

Graham, Elk Plain & 
Prairie Ridge 

Lakewood & JBLM 

Puyallup & South Hill 

Bonney Lake (NW} & 
Tacoma (Port) 

Peninsula & Tacoma 

(West) 

Less than HS Diploma 

All Adults (25-64) 

Less than HS Diploma 

All Adults (25-64) 

Less than HS Diploma 

All Adults (25-64) 

Less than HS Diploma 

All Adults (25-64) 

Less than HS Diploma 

All Adults (25-64) 

Less than HS Diploma 

All Adults (25-64) 

Less than HS Diploma 

All Adults (25-64) 

Less t han HS Diploma 

All Adults (25-64) 

I Asian alone 

Black or 

African 
Americana .. 

Some Other Two or More 
Race Races 

White alone 
Hispanic or I 

Latino I 
-- - ~ I 11.0% 7.0% 13.1% 4.5% 60.6% 26.1% 

6.3% 7.1% 2.9% 4.9% 76.3% 8.5% 
·- ----------------- - -----~ 

16.4% 6.1% 19.7% 2.4% 51.4% 38.2% 

9.3% 

12.0% 

6.0% 

3.2% 

1.7% 

10.6% 

9.5% 

11.8% 

6.2% 

6.3% 

6.5% 

7.5% 

4 .4% 

11.6% 5.6% 5.2% 63.3% 13.2% 
----- - ------- - --------

11.3% 15.2% 7.7% 52.4% 24.7% 

11.4% 3.9% 6.6% 70.;4% 8.6% 

6.3 2.2% 84.5% 12.3% 

1.6% 1.4% 3.3% 90.3% 4.9% 

14.7% 

11.4% 

4.2% 

4.3% 

3.7% 

5.2% 

4.7% 

16.2% 

4.3% 

9.3% 

2.3% 

6.4% 

6.0% 

3.6% 

4.0% 

43.2% 

64.7% 

70.1% 

80.9% 

4.s 3.7% n.6% 

0.9% 4.2% 83.1% 

6.6 5.2% 69.4% 

1.5% __ -4.4% - - - 83.4% -

Residents who identify as Hispanic, Asian, and Some other 

Race. are much more likelv to not have a HS dioloma. 

30.9% 

11.9% 

23~ 

8.2% 

21.1% 

7.0% 

14.4% 

4.9% 

■ Among the adults without a high school diploma, there are significant differences by race and 

ethnicity. 

■ Residents identifying as "Some other race alone" and of "Hispanic or Latino Origin" have rates 

three to four times greater than the county average. 
■ 

■ 

In most regions Asian residents are about twice as likely to not have a high school diploma. 

Residents without a diploma are much less likely to be employed and 1.8 times more likely than 

all adults to not be in the labor force. 
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Parkland, 
Spanaway& 

Tacoma (South) 

Tacoma 
(Central) 

Povert y by Region (Income to Poverty Ratio) 

Lakewood & 
JBLM 

Graham, Elk 
Plain & Prairie 

Ridge 

Puyallup & 
South Hill 

Bonney Lake Peninsu la & 
(NW) & Tacoma 

(Port) Tacoma (West) 
Pierce County 

Income to Poverty Ratio 

>300% 
2,684 

(26.7%) 

2,131 
(21 .2%) 

1,785 
(21.8%) 

1,790 
{36.2%) 

1,632 
(38.2'11>) 

11,409 
(29.9%) 

200%-300% 

■ <200% 

Below 200% FPL 

• Over half of adults without a HS Diploma (19,617) are considered low income. 

• Overall, adults without a diploma are about 2.5 times more likely to fall below the poverty line 

compared to all adults. 

2018 Federal Poverty Level for Continental United States (Based only on HH Size and Gross Income) 
HH Size 100% (in Poverty) 200% (Low Income) 300% 
1 12,140 24,280 36,420 
2 16,460 32,920 49,380 
3 20,780 41,560 62,340 
4 25,100 50,200 75,300 
5 29,420 58,840 88,260 
6 33,740 67,480 101,220 
100% FPL is the income limit for Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act (WIOA) 
130% FPL is the income limit used for the Supplemental Nutritional Assistance Program (SNAP) 
180% FPL is the income limit for students to be eligible for free or reduced school meal prices. 
200% FPL is the income limit for the Working Connections and Child Care (WCCC). 

Likelihood of not having a dip loma by disabil ity status 

Pierce County 0.9 e 1 .9 e 
Parkland, Spanaway & Tacoma {South) 0.9 e 1.3 . 

Tacoma {Central) 0.9 e 1.7 . 

Graham, Elk Pla in & Prairie Ridge 0.8 . 2.0 e 
Lakewood & JBLM 0.9 . 1 .9 e 
Puyallup & South Hill 0 .9 e 1.3 . 

Bonney Lake {NW) & Tacoma {Port) 0.8 . 

Penins ula & Tacoma {West) 0.7 . 

0.0 0.2 0 .4 0.6 0.8 1 .0 12 l.4 1.6 l.8 2.0 7~ __ ,:_ 

Likelihood of having a diploma [Greater than 1.0 means a positive association] 

■ Without a disabi lity ■ With a disability 

• Adults with a disability are about twice as likely to not have a diploma with the greatest 

difference occurring in the Peninsula and Tacoma (Port)/Bonney Lake regions (2. 7 and 2.5 

respectively). 

2.4 

2.5 e 
2.7 . 

2.6 
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