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WEEKLY REPORT TO THE CITY COUNCIL

July 18, 2019

Members of the City Council
City of Tacoma, Washington

Dear Mayor and Council Members:

ITEMS OF INTEREST

1.

At its meeting of July 10, 2019, the Landmarks Preservation Commission
formally adopted the first set of design guidelines for the Old City Hall
Historic District. Tacoma’s first historic district, created in 1978, the Old City
Hall Historic District is composed of approximately 40 buildings, including some
of Tacoma’s most iconic and important buildings, such as Old City Hall (1893),
the recently renovated Elks Temple (1915), and the Northern Pacific
Headquarters Building (1888). The guidelines, which have been under
development since 2018, provide guidance to the Commission, property owners
and designers for the alteration of existing historic buildings as well as for infill
design, to ensure the preservation of the district's character for aenerations to
come. To view the guidelines, visi
and follow the links to “Tacoma’s Historic UIstricts.” +or more Intormaton,
contact Historic Preservation Officer Reuben McKnight at

or 591-5220.

Fire Chief Tory Green provides the attached Tacoma Fire Department’s 2019
Fireworks After Action Report. The report provides a summary for Fire's
efforts to educate residents about the fireworks ban and fireworks related
incidents during the reporting period of June 26t through July 6!". Tacoma
Police will be providing their After Action Report related to education and
enforcement efforts at a later date.

Tacoma Venues & Events staff provide the attached article on the Tacoma Dome
from South Sound Magazine “Dome Alone” by Todd Matthews.

The July 24, 2019 Public Utility Board Agenda is attached for your information.
Please note motion 19-06, to approve settlement of Farmers Insurance
Exchange, as subrogee of Dimension Town Homes property damage claim with
Tacoma Water in the amount of $161,478.51, will be on the July 30t City Council
agenda for your consideration.
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STUDY SESSION/WORK SESSION

5.

The City Council Study Session of Tuesday, July 23, 2019, will be held in
Room 16 of the Tacoma Municipal Building North, at Noon. Discussion items will
include: (1) Hilltop Tacoma Link Extension; (2) Municipal Finance Overview;
(3) Other Items of Interest; (4) Committee Reports; and, (5) Agenda Review
and City Manager’s Weekly Report.

At Tuesday’s Study Session, Sound Transit staff will provide the City Council a
construction update on the Hilltop Tacoma Link Extension, which will
include discussion of local workforce utilization on the project.

As a second item on Tuesday's Study Session, Finance staff will provide
funding mechanisms for facility and other capital projects.

The updated Tentative City Council Forecast and Consolidated Standing
Committee Calendars are attached for your information.

GRANT APPLICATIONS

7. The City has applied for the following grant application:
o FY2019-2021 Municipal Stormwater Capacity Grant — This is an
Ecology pass-through grant for the National Pollutant Discharge
Elimination System (NPDES) Municipal Stormwater Permit activities. The
City is requesting $50,000, with no City match required.
MARK YOUR CALENDARS
8. You have been invited to the following events:

o University of Washington Tacoma Summer Soiree on Saturday, July
20t, 6:30 p.m., located on the Prairie Line Trail, 1900 Commerce.

. Frank Tobey Jones Grand Opening on Thursday, July 25" 10:00 a.m.
to Noon, located at 5340 North Bristol Street.
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Tacoma Maritime Fest on Saturday, July 27" through Sunday, July
28t at 705 Dock Street.

Tacoma Historical Society’s 2019 Destiny Dinner on Saturday,
September 14" at the University of Puget Sound’s Memorial Fieldhouse,
located at 1500 North Warner. Social hour is at 5:00 p.m., followed by the
dinner and program at 6:00 p.m.

Forterra’s South Sound Luncheon on Thursday, September 19",
Noon, at the Greater Tacoma Convention Center, located at 1500
Commerce Street.

Greater Tacoma Peace Prize 2019 Laureate Recognition Banquet for

Mr. Wille C. Stewart, Sr. on Friday, September 20", 5:30 p.m., at Chris
Kuntzen Hall at Pacific Lutheran University, located at 12180 Park Avenue
South.

Slhr\orol\l

Elizabeth A. Pauli
City Manager
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Tacoma Fire Department Memorandum
TO: Elizabeth Pauli, City Manager
FROM: Toryono Green, Fire Chief
SUBJECT: TACOMA FIRE DEPARTMENT’S 2019 FIREWORKS AFTER ACTION
REPORT
DATE: July 10, 2019

In an effort to educate the public about the City of Tacoma’s fireworks ordinance, the
following community outreach was conducted mid-June through the Fourth of July
holiday.

Schools

e Over 14,000 students who attend Tacoma Public Schools received a Fireworks
Prohibited flier via electronic communication in June 2019.

Community

o Fireworks Prohibited fliers were distributed to:
» Libraries
Metro Parks
* Neighborhood businesses
+ Farmers markets
o Fire Department personnel attended all neighborhood council meetings to deliver
this year's message and answer citizens’ questions.
e The “fireworks are prohibited” information was posted on the City of Tacoma and
Fire Department websites and social media sites.
e The “fireworks are prohibited” message was displayed on the following electronic
reader boards:
+ Tacoma Dome
+ Metro Parks
* Cheney Stadium
+ Police stations
» Fire stations
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Emergency Incidents
During the reporting period, June 26 through July 6, 2019, TFD responded to

1,520 incidents. Of these, 107 were fires, with 23 being fireworks-related. Attached is a
list of these incidents, including the address, and incident type.

Fireworks Incidents Estimated Dollar Loss
o Total of 23 incidents: ¢ The fires caused an estimated:
o 4 dumpster « $7,759 damage

o 15 grass, brush, or tree fires
s 2 structure fires
s« 2 “other” outside fires

EMS Incidents

¢ During the reporting period, TFD treated and transported three fireworks-related
patients from “Firecracker Alley” located in the Tacoma tideflats.

Fireworks Incidents 2013-2019
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Please contact me directly if you have additional questions.
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X1918001631

6/29/19 17:48

Grass/Brush/Trees Fire

701 S PROCTOR ST

Suspected Fireworks

3 3

X1918001831 6/29/19 19:14 | Grass/Brush/Trees Fire S 84TH ST/S ALASKA ST Fireworks or Flare $ - |3 -
X1918101442 6/30/19 17:27 | Grass/Brush/Trees Fire S 19TH ST/S ASH ST Fireworks or Flare $ - 'S -
X1918102089 | 6/30/19 22:24 | Structure Fire 9031 S THOMPSON AVE Fireworks or Flare $ 4,500 3 2,000
X1918202358 7/1/119 22:27 | Structure Fire 2128 62ND AVE E Fireworks or Flare $ 190 $ -
X1918500863 7/4119 12:11 | Dumpster Fire 5412 29TH ST NE Fireworks or Flare $ - 1% 500
X1918501955 7/4/19 19:30 | Grass/Brush/Trees Fire 5038 S 58TH ST Fireworks or Flare $ - 1% 50
X1918502753 7/4/19 22:30 | Grass/Brush/Trees Fire N 7TH ST/N SUNSET DR Fireworks or Flare $ - | $ -
X1918502758 7/4/19 22:31 | Grass/Brush/Trees Fire 3113 57TH AVE NE Fireworks or Flare $ - | % 500
X1918502817 7/4/19 22:41 | Grass/Brush/Trees Fire N 14TH ST/N ORCHARD ST Suspected Fireworks | $ -1 $ 15
X1918502970 7/4/19 23:10 | Other Outside Fire S 88TH ST/S SHERIDAN AVE Fireworks or Flare $ -1 % -
X1918503006 7/4/19 23:19 | Grass/Brush/Trees Fire 6239 S ADAMS ST Fireworks or Flare $ - 1% 4
X1918503195 7/4/19 23:59 | Grass/Brush/Trees Fire 3202 S MASON AVE Fireworks or Flare $ - 13 -
X1918600028 7/5/19 0:06 | Other Outside Fire S 88TH ST/S SHERIDAN AVE Fireworks or Flare $ - 1% -
X1918600068 7/5/19 0:14 | Grass/Brush/Trees Fire N 46TH ST/N STEVENS ST Suspected Fireworks | $ -8 -
X1918600347 7/5/19 2:21 | Dumpster Fire 405 DOCK ST Fireworks or Flare $ - 1% -
X1918600379 7/519 2:47 | Dumpster Fire 4606 MARINE VIEW DR Fireworks or Flare 3 - 13 -
X1918600650 7/5/19 7:55 | Grass/Brush/Trees Fire 6108 6TH AVE Fireworks or Flare $ - 1% -
X1918601468 7/5/19 14:57 | Grass/Brush/Trees Fire N 45TH ST/N STEVENS ST Fireworks or Flare $ -1 % -
X1918601488 7/5/19 15:06 | Grass/Brush/Trees Fire 6622 20TH ST E Fireworks or Flare $ - 1% -
X1918601661 7/5/19 16:04 | Grass/Brush/Trees Fire S 8TH ST/S | ST Fireworks or Flare $ - 1% -
X1918602099 7/5/19 19:24 | Grass/Brush/Trees Fire 4314 S 49TH ST Fireworks or Flare $ - 1% -
X1918602526 7/5/19 22:25 | Dumpster Fire 2102 E ALEXANDER AVE Fireworks or Flare $ - 1% -
Fireworks Fire Totals for 2019: $ 4,690 $ 3,069

Incident Total
Estimated Dollar Loss

23

$ 7,759
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catwalk some 150 feet above the floor
of the Tacoma Dome, regrets and
second thoughts clouded my mind.

What seemed like a neat idea at
one point — ascend to the roof of the
Dome for a bird’s-eye-view of the city
— now felt utterly daring and witless.

Three days earlier, my request to
Tacoma Dome director Kim Bedi-
er was simple: Could I go behind
the scenes of the Dome to explore
areas of the venue not regularly
afforded to average visitors, con-
certgoers, or many of our readers?

“T am happy to help you out
on this,” Bedier replied. “We can
give you a tour of the Dome, in-
cluding climbing to the roof, if
you are not afraid of heights.”

After meeting Bedier and the
Dome’s operations manager, Matt
Balk, at the building’s 24-hour
security entrance, we navigated our
way around crews tearing down
the previous evening’s event, set-
ting up for a weekend guitar festi-
val, and planning for two days of
filming American Ninja Warrior.

We dropped in on the backstage
artist quarters, where Bedier and
Balk dished on some of the marquee
artists who have performed at the
Dome. Generally, country-western
performers tend to hang out back-
stage at the Dome and mingle more
with fans several hours before a
performance. A-List, mainstream
pop and rock stars tend to slip into
the building in time for soundcheck,
perform for a sold-out audience,
and then slip away before fans can
gather outside the security exit in
hopes of autographs and selfies.

As our tour and interview winded
down, scaling the city-owned Dome’s

roof became the topic of conversation.

“The biggest thing is it’s easy to
hit your head on a beam or a sprin-
kler pipe,” Balk said. Slightly joking,
he added, “Please, just be very aware
because a (rescue) call to the Tacoma
Fire Department would not be good.”

And with that, Balk unlocked a
small gate behind a set of bleachers
and he, Bedier, photographer Jeff
Hobson, and I began our journey to
the Dome’s summit — perhaps the
ultimate destination in a behind-the-
scenes tour of this iconic building.

e asinan) en i wesssaren Ui
1981, to its grand opening in the
spring of 1983, few structural
landmarks represent a city quite

like the Tacoma Dome does for

its eponymous hometown.

Postcards and promotional
materials for Tacoma often depict
the Dome set against distant Mount
Rainier — a man-made wonder
trying, like a scrappy little brother,
to emulate its elder, more esteemed
sibling. The Dome’s faded, blue-and-
white roof — even on those days when
it’s dirt-glazed and smog-smudged
— bares an abstract resemblance to
Mount Rainier’s frosted, creased,
and contoured surface. The Dome is
the city’s realized, personified, and
outsized ego: A bulbous building
that stands some 150 feet high and
spans some 530 feet wide, an engi-
neering feat that blends 1.6 million
board feet of lumber with enough
concrete to build a 70-mile sidewalk.

If you travel south on Inter-
state 5 and through the dogleg Fife
curve, the Dome emerges from
around a bend, its surface smooth
and rounded, its arced hemisphere
large and imposing, crowding the
view through your windshield,
as if orbiting a planet up-close.

And the Dome sits in architectural
contrast to the LeMay automobile
museum, Shiny and sleek, as though
dipped in aluminum, the car museum
was built right across the street, and
cost approximately $60 million to
construct when it opened in 2012.

Often, a city’s prominence is
measured by its expensive, ameni-
ty-laden stadiums and arenas, which
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TACOMA TACOMA TACOMA
POWER WATER RAIL

TACOMA PUBLIC UTILITIES

City of Tacoma
Public Utility Board Meeting
July 24, 2019; 6:30 p.m.
Tacoma Public Utilities — Ground Floor Auditorium
3628 S 35t Street, Tacoma WA 98409

Call to Order

Roll Call

A. Approve Minutes of Previous Meetings
B Comments by the Public

C. Consent Agenda

D Regular Agenda

Degar’tmental
D-1  Resolution U-11091 — Award contracts and approve purchases:

1. Award contract to Northwest Cascade, Inc., for the replacement of acquired asbestos
cement water main in 152" Street East, Bingham Avenue East to 50" Avenue East in
Pierce County ($287,969, plus applicable taxes) [Ryan Flynn, Assistant Division
Manager].

D-2  Motion 19-05 — Approve the performance evaluation of Director of Utilities, Jackie
Flowers, for her first year of employment starting August 1, 2018 and approve an
increase in compensation.

Tacoma Power

D-3  Resolution U-11092 — Approve declaration of surplus of a 115kV oil circuit breaker no
longer needed for Tacoma Power’s current or future needs and authorize the sale of
equipment to the highest responsive bidder (Per RCW 35.94.040, a public hearing on
declaration of surplus will be held). [Sean Veley, Power Supervisor].

D-4  Resolution U-11093 — Approve declaration of surplus of a distribution substation
transformer no longer needed for Tacoma Power’s current or future needs and authorize
the sale of equipment to the highest responsive bidder (Per RCW 35.94.040, a public
hearing on declaration of surplus will be held. [Sean Veley, Power Supervisor].

Tacoma Water

D-5 Motion 19-06 — Approve settlement of Farmers Insurance Exchange, as subrogee of
Dimension Town Homes property damage claim with Tacoma Water in the amount of
$161,478.51. [Tom Morrill, Chief Deputy City Attorney].
(To Council: July 30, 2019)
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Reports of the Director
May 2019 cash projections for Power, Water, Rail
May 2019 financials for Power, Water, Rail, Fleet, Self-Insurance Fund

Update on assessment of adjustments to income eligibility for low-income programs
[Steve Hatcher, Customer Services Manager]

Shade Tree Coupon Pilot Program [Cam LeHouillier, Asst. Power Section Mgr]

The City of Tacoma does not discriminate on the basis of disability in any of its programs,

L\' activities, or services. To request this information in an alternative format or to request a
(_,- reasonable accommodation, please contact the TPU Director's Office at 253-502-8201. TTY or
speech to speech users please dial 711 to connect to Washington Relay services.
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