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Tacoma Smelter Plume                 
Yard Program Update

October 29th, 2019
Tacoma City Council Study Session
Washington Department of Ecology

Topics
• History

• Project 
Overview

• Health 
Department 
outreach

• Ecology’s 
Programs
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Tacoma Smelter Plume
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Health Impacts

5

Ways People Can Be Exposed
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Healthy Actions
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Tacoma Smelter Plume Project

Original breakdown of the $94.6 million Asarco settlement 
for the future cost of cleaning up the Tacoma Smelter 
Plume. 8
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Tacoma Smelter Plume Project
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Tacoma Smelter Plume Project
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Yard Program                  
Service Area
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Arsenic Sampling 
Results Breakdown

*34 Properties w/ Lead over Action Level of 500 ppm
Results from October 2019

0-20 
ppm

21 – 100 ppm

     Above          
100 ppm

13% 13%74%
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The Health Department: 
Outreach & Education

Working With Residents To 
Cover Bare Patches Of 
Soil
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Soil Replacement –
Tacoma 2019/2020
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Soil Replacement Sequence
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Soil Replacement Sequence
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Map as of September 2019

Soil Replacement 
Progress– Tacoma

Completed: 
2013-2018

Total: 255 yards 
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Soil Replacement
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Dirt Alert Map

apps.ecology.wa.gov/dirtalert/
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Dirt Alert Map

apps.ecology.wa.gov/dirtalert/
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EPA Survey To Residents
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Dune Peninsula

Photo: Metro Parks Tacoma

Dune Peninsula at dusk The slides at Dune 
Peninsula
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Technical 
Assistance
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Technical 
Assistance
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The Road Ahead

Lasting solutions for 
• New residents
• Development
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Soil Sampling and Health Questions

Contact
Glenn Rollins
Email: Grollins@tpchd.org
Phone:  (253) 798-3503

Website: www.tpchd.org/dirtalert
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Yard Program or Soil Safety Questions

Contact
Amy Hargrove
Remediation Manager
Email: Amy.Hargrove@ecy.wa.gov
Phone:  (360) 407-6262

Website:  http://ecology.wa.gov/Tacoma-smelter
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