
1/19/2021

1

11

Placing Wahlgren’s Florist Shop on the  
Tacoma Register of Historic Places

City of Tacoma | Planning and Development Services

Infrastructure Planning and Sustainability  
Committee

January 13, 2021

OVERVIEW
• Landmarks Preservation  

Commission’s recommendation  
to designate 201 N Yakima as  
historic

• Seeking recommendation to full  
Council

• Discuss demolition review  
process
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BACKGROUND

• 201 and 205 N Yakima lie within the
Stadium Seminary National Register  
District and within the Mixed Use  
Center

• Both properties are planned for  
redevelopment
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BACKGROUND
201 N Yakima
• Built in 1949 for Wahlgren’s  

Florist Shop

• Many architectural elements  
remain

• Alterations include loss/covering  
of Vitrolite glass parapet, removal  
of sign, and an addition

• Not inventoried in the Stadium  
Seminary Nation Register District  
nomination
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BACKGROUND
205 N Yakima
• Built c. 1902 as residence

• Converted to multifamily before  
1930s

• Alterations include infill of alcove  
porch, additional entrances, an  
additional porch, and removal of  
ornamentation

• “Secondary” structure in the  
Stadium Historic District  
nomination
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BACKGROUND
• Demolition within the district requires  

review by LPC

• Owner submitted a historic  
assessment report for LPC review,

• On 4/22, LPC recommended formal  
consideration of both properties for  
historic designation per TMC  
13.12.570

• This recommendation has been  
pending IPS scheduling
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BACKGROUND
• In May 2020, Historic Tacoma filed a historic  

nomination with the Historic Preservation Office for  
both properties

• The nomination stated that both properties are  
significant for historical associations and for their  
architecture.

• On September 9, the Landmarks Commission held  
a public hearing.

• On October 14, the Commission voted to  
recommend 201 N Yakima be added to the  
Tacoma Register, finding it significant for its  
association with Tacoma’s flower industry.
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ISSUES
• Council is asked to adopt a resolution adding  

the Wahlgren’s Florist Shop to the Tacoma  
Register of Historic Places, as recommended  
by the Landmarks Preservation Commission

• Designating the building historic will protect the  
building and require LPC approval for future  
alterations

• Preservation of landmarks in Tacoma provides  
a connection with our history, and preserves  
our sense of place and identity, promoting  
livability and civic engagement for existing and  
new residents as the city grows
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ISSUES

(continued)

• The site is within the Mixed Use Center, as  
well as within the Stadium Historic District,  
representing potentially competing policy  
objectives for Council to weigh.

• The Mixed Use designation was created in  
1993. The National Register Historic District  
was established in 1977. The overlap between  
the two areas is over 10 blocks.

• Designation will also significantly impact the  
proposed development project on the site. The  
owner is opposed to the designation.
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HEALTH, EQUITY & SUSTAINABILITY ANALYSIS

• Designation of the Wahlgren’s Florist Shop  
could prevent or reduce the number of new  
housing units available in this area, which is a  
very high opportunity area.

• There is not an economic analysis that  
quantifies this effect, however, and the  
Landmarks Commission did not review the  
merits of any future development.

• Generally, staff believes that historic  
preservation promotes walkability and livability  
within a city, and potentially enhances the  
urban experience for all groups.

Subject  
property
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OUTREACH
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• The process for Landmarks designation includes public meetings and hearing  
as outlined in TMC 13.07.

• The properties have been discussed at 5 Commission meetings:

April 22 Consideration of Historic Assessment report

Aug 12 Preliminary review of nomination

Sept 9 Public Hearing

Sept 23 Review of comments and testimony

Oct 14 Adoption of findings and recommendation

OUTREACH
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• The Commission received approximately 16 written comments at its  
April meeting, and 19 written and oral comments were received at the  
September hearing.

• Hearing comments (15) generally fell into the following categories:

• Buildings are historically and/or architecturally significant (9)

• Concerned with the proposed development (4)

• General support (5)
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OUTREACH
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(Comments, continued)

• Opposing comments (4) included:

• The Wahlgren family does not support

• City needs housing

• Supporters of nomination want to prevent apartment buildings

• City needs development

• Buildings do not meet historic criteria

NEXT STEPS
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• Council Committee Review – January 13, 2021

• City Council Consideration – pending

• Resolution Effective Date – pending
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RECOMMENDATIONS
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The Landmarks Commission recommends the Infrastructure,  

Planning and Sustainability Committee forward the following  

to City Council for consideration and approval:

• Adoption of a resolution designating the Wahlgren Florists

Shop at 201 N Yakima to the Tacoma Register of Historic

Places.
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