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TO:   Deputy Mayor Blocker & Members of the City Council 

 FROM:  Mayor Victoria Woodards and Chief Policy Analyst Melanie Harding 

COPIES TO:  Elizabeth Pauli, City Manager; Tadd Wille, Deputy City Mgr.; Bill Fosbre, City Attorney 

SUBJECT:  Consideration of a naming request for a “Brewery Blocks” place name designation 

DATE:   September 23, 2021 

 

In accordance with the current policy on place names, I am referring a “Brewery Blocks” place name request to the 
City Council Infrastructure, Planning, and Sustainability (IPS) Committee to oversee the naming request process 
and make a recommendation on the request to the City Council.  

 
LEGISLATIVE INTENT:  
In accordance with the current policy on place names and name changes adopted by Council Resolution No. 40408 
in August 2019, requests for place names or name changes are first received by the Mayor’s Office. Scheduling and 
next steps are then determined, with the Council’s IPS Committee being names as generally overseeing the naming 
request process and developing a recommendation on the request for the consideration of the Council. The IPS 
Committee may, at its discretion and depending on the nature of the request, seek input and feedback on the request 
from appropriate City Departments, Divisions, and Boards and Commissions. For example, those requests based on 
historical criteria or located in historic areas may seek the input of the Landmarks Preservation Commission 
Following this process, the IPS Committee may make a recommendation that the Council adopt the proposal, defer 
if additional information is required, or deny the proposal if it doesn’t fit the policy criteria. Naming requests do not 
impact land use regulations or put any additional requirements or restrictions on impacted properties. 
 
On Wednesday, September 15, 2021, the Mayor’s Office received a request from Horizon Partners Northwest and 
neighborhood proponents of the Brewery Blocks historic sub-area to recognize the area with a place name. The 
proposed Brewery Blocks boundary is described as being bounded between South 21st and South 23rd Streets, and 
between Pacific Avenue to the east and the yet-to-be-developed public thoroughfare known as the Prairie Line Trail 
to the west (maps are included in the attached application). The received application appears to include all necessary 
components outlined in the naming policy.  
 
The authors indicate that “The area has been the center of the Tacoma Brewing industry for at least 110 years.  These 
blocks have been the historic home of Carling Brewing, Columbia Brewing, and Pacific Brewing Companies. The 
purpose of this request is to formally identify and recognize this portion of Tacoma as the Brewery Blocks. The 
Brewery Blocks area is partially within the Union Depot/Warehouse Historic Special Review District and the Union 
Station Warehouse Conservation District.” They estimate that seventeen properties would be included in the area 
proposed for the “Brewery Blocks” designated place name. Proponents of the Brewery Blocks name designation 
indicated that they have discussed the proposal with neighboring property owners, retailers, and residents within the 
district as well as neighbors and institutions in the surrounding district. The application provides detailed information 
on involved properties, including their historic uses. 
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If their naming request is approved, pedestrian gateway signage has been designed and will be installed at private 
property owner expense (adhering to all city design, safety, and land use requirements) to help the public better 
understand the geographical limits of the Brewery Blocks area. The applicants indicate that:  
 

Historical research has been conducted to help developers and property owners better understand the 
significance of the properties they hold.  This research will help city planners, the Historic Preservation 
Commission, residents, visitors and retailers within the Brewery Blocks to better understand and embrace 
the role history has played in the appearance and backstory of the area. Interpretative displays and web 
based storytelling can help bring the message to the public regarding how the district developed; who was 
responsible for its growth; and more complete understanding of why the district is comprised of so many 
masonry-built warehouses in this portion of Tacoma. 

 
When 2021 comes to a close, two members on the IPS Committee – Councilmembers Beale and Hunter – will reach 
the end of their current term. To provide continuity in this review as well as a prompt response to the proponents 
who brought forward this naming request, the sponsors respectfully request that IPS complete its review and 
recommendation in time to allow Council to vote on any resulting resolution by December 14, 2021 (the final 
Council meeting of the year). 

 
IPS RECOMMENDATION (OR STATUS UPDATE) DESIRED BY 11/24/2021 

 
ATTACHMENTS: 

• Brewery Blocks Place Naming Request 
• Policy on Place Names and Name Changes adopted by Council Resolution 40408 

 
In you have a question related to the Council Consideration Request, please contact Chief Policy Analyst Melanie 
Harding at 253-777-8692 or melanie.harding@cityoftacoma.org. 
 
SUBMITTED FOR COUNCIL CONSIDERATION BY: ____________________________________      

Mayor  
 

 
SUPPORTING COUNCIL MEMBERS SIGNATURES (2 SIGNATURES ONLY) 
(Signatures demonstrate support to initiate discussion and consideration of the subject matter by City Council for potential policy 
development and staff guidance/direction.) 

 
 
 

1. _______________________ POS#_____2_______ 
 

2. _______________________ POS#_____8_______ 
 

Mayor’s initials __(Signature Above)_____ 
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