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A RESOLUTION relating to citywide, statewide, and federal priorities; adopting 
the priority issues for the 2026 sessions of the United States Congress 
and Washington State Legislature. 

 
 WHEREAS the City’s State and Federal Legislative Agendas are 

developed through engagement with operational departments and divisions, 

policymakers, and other stakeholders to determine a set of priority issues to 

which City advocacy resources will be devoted for the coming year, and 

 WHEREAS each year, the Public Utility Board (“PUB”) and City Council 

adopt a slate of priority issues that the City of Tacoma would like to see 

addressed by the state and federal governments, and  

WHEREAS identifying this set of issues fosters efficient and effective 

communication to the state and federal policymakers, and provides transparency 

to the public about policy issues that are most important to the City Council, and 

WHEREAS a briefing on proposed General Government policy positions 

and priorities was provided to the City Council on October 14, 2025, and 

WHEREAS the PUB received a briefing on Tacoma Public Utilities (“TPU”) 

priorities on October 8, 2025, and 

WHEREAS, on October 28, 2025, the proposed citywide legislative 

agenda was presented to a Joint Study Session of the PUB and City Council, 

and 

WHEREAS City Council Resolution No. 37550 requires the City Council to 

ensure that the legislative agenda or position of the General Government and the 



 

 

 -2- 
Res25-1005.doc-CDB/jm 

 

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

 

PUB are not in conflict, and the City Council has made that determination; Now, 

Therefore, 

 BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TACOMA: 

 That the policy positions and priority issues for the 2026 session of the 

United States Congress and Washington State Legislature, as set forth in the 

attached Exhibit “A,” are hereby adopted. 

 
Adopted      
 
 
            
      Mayor 
Attest: 
 
 
      
City Clerk 
 
Approved as to form: 
 
 
      
City Attorney 



 
 

2026 TPU Federal & State LegislaƟve Agenda 
Federal Agenda Items 
TPU-Wide 

 Infrastructure Financing Tools: Expand and protect opportuniƟes for federal infrastructure 
support, including restoring the tax-exempt status of advance refund bonds, broadening tax 
credit eligibility, and disbursing previously awarded grant funds. 

 Low-Income Programs: Support policies and addiƟonal funding for programs that provide 
assistance to income-qualified residents. 

 Supply Chain SoluƟons: Support policies that adequately address supply chain issues that affect 
customers and uƟlity operaƟons. 
 

Tacoma Power 
 BPA’s CompeƟƟveness: ConƟnue to support federal proposals to maintain and improve BPA’s 

cost compeƟƟveness. 
 Carbon ReducƟon: AcƟvely engage in and seek to support proposals that decarbonize the 

economy at reasonable costs. Support policies that recognize hydropower as a carbon-free 
generaƟng resource. 

 Zero Emission TransportaƟon Infrastructure: Support addiƟonal funding for zero emission 
transportaƟon infrastructure. 

 Maintain Pole AƩachment Authority: Support legislaƟon that ensures municipally owned 
uƟliƟes maintain their historic authority to safely manage aƩachments on uƟlity poles. 

 Reform Hydropower Relicensing Policies: Support streamlining the Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission’s hydropower relicensing policies and procedures. 

 Federal Disaster Relief Funds and Reform: Support and engage in policies that would 
dramaƟcally speed up delivery of crucial disaster relief funds from FEMA to consumer owned 
uƟliƟes (COUs) devastated by natural disasters. This includes reimbursement by FEMA for the 
interest COUs must pay on loans needed to perform emergency work while waiƟng for the 
disaster relief funds. 
 

Tacoma Water 
 Howard Hanson Dam: Support and protect federal funding, and acƟon to complete the Dam 

and addiƟonal water storage project while ensuring current cost-sharing agreements are 
honored. The Howard Hanson Dam fish passage and the addiƟonal water storage project are 
criƟcal to salmon and orca recovery as a construcƟon ready project with broad impact. 

 Water Infrastructure Finance and InnovaƟon Act (WIFIA): Support appropriaƟons to fully fund 
the legislaƟon. 



 

 Drinking Water State Fund: Support adequate appropriaƟons to support the fund. 
 PFAS Liability: Support legislaƟon that exempts drinking water systems from the Comprehensive 

Environmental Response, CompensaƟon, and Liability Act (CERCLA) as it relates to PFAS liability.  
 

Tacoma Rail 
 Infrastructure Funding: Pursue funding opportuniƟes for investments in locomoƟve 

modernizaƟon, track upgrades, locomoƟve modernizaƟon projects, and other improvements.  
 
State Agenda Items 
TPU-Wide  

 Statewide Low-Income Program: Support policies and addiƟonal funding for programs that 
provide assistance to income-qualified residents. 

 
Tacoma Power 

 Carbon ReducƟon: Advocate for enhancements to the state’s carbon reducƟon policies, 
including the Clean Energy TransformaƟon Act and the Climate Commitment Act, that reduce 
administraƟve burden, address resource adequacy concerns, and align with developing energy 
markets. 

 Building DecarbonizaƟon: Support reasonable policies to decarbonize the state’s residenƟal and 
commercial building sector, including addiƟonal funding for low-income customer fuel 
conversion. 

 Clean Energy Infrastructure: Encourage increased state funding to expand zero-emission 
transportaƟon systems, strengthen transmission and distribuƟon networks, and expand 
renewable energy generaƟon. 

 
Tacoma Water 

 Water Infrastructure Funding: Advocate for conƟnued funding for criƟcal water system 
infrastructure, including funding for the Public Works Trust Fund, state revolving loan funds, 
grant funding, and other state resources.  

 
Tacoma Rail 

 Rail Infrastructure Investments: Support efforts to maintain and enhance investments in 
locomoƟve modernizaƟon, track upgrades, locomoƟve modernizaƟon projects, and other 
infrastructure improvements through loans, grants, and tax credits. 



 

 

City of Tacoma 
General Government 

2026 Federal LegislaƟve PrioriƟes 
 

Preserving CriƟcal Funding for Residents: The City urges Congress to protect and strengthen 
key federal programs that support health, food security, and general well-being, which are vital 
for community stability and local economic health. Specifically, Congress must maintain robust 
funding for the Affordable Care Act (ACA) and Medicaid to ensure affordable healthcare and 
avoid shiŌing uncompensated care costs to the local level, including criƟcal emergency medical 
and life support services provided by the Tacoma Fire Department, which rely on Medicaid 
reimbursements to cover a significant share of medical transportaƟon costs. Furthermore, the 
City stresses the importance of preserving funding for the Supplemental NutriƟon Assistance 
Program (SNAP) and the Special Supplemental NutriƟon Program for Women, Infants, and 
Children (WIC), which are essenƟal anƟ-hunger measures that improve maternal and child 
health and reduce food insecurity. The City also calls for conƟnued support of criƟcal Social 
Services Block Grants (SSBG) that fund local services, ulƟmately prevenƟng local service 
demand from overwhelming city and county resources. 

Infrastructure: As Congress focuses on federal surface transportaƟon reauthorizaƟon, the City 
urges lawmakers to provide sustained, predictable funding that strengthens safety and supports 
commerce. We seek investment in local safety measures including technology and facility 
upgrades that prevent fataliƟes and injuries, and conƟnued infrastructure funding for freight 
movement essenƟal to our trade-dependent economy. This includes federal support to 
complete Phase II of the Fishing Wars Memorial Bridge replacement, a criƟcal corridor for 
freight mobility, emergency response, and Port access. We also urge increased formula funding 
directly to local governments and conƟnued access to compeƟƟve programs like Safe Streets 
and Roads for All to advance Vision Zero goals. 

Affordable Housing and Home Ownership: With the enactment of the budget reconciliaƟon 
law, the City looks to leverage tax provisions to address the housing shortage and invest in 
underserved communiƟes, including the expansion of the Low-Income Housing Tax Credit 
(LIHTC) and second round of Opportunity Zone designaƟons. Building upon those recent 
legislaƟve victories, the City urges Congress to maintain criƟcal formula funding administered by 
the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development to fully realize the potenƟal of the 
reconciliaƟon measure. The City advocates for increasing appropriaƟons for the HOME 
Investment Partnerships Program as important gap financing for LIHTC projects to increase the 
supply of affordable housing, and the Community Development Block Grant to advance 
economic development goals, maintain public infrastructure, and provide services to low-
moderate income residents. The City urges lawmakers to maintain housing vouchers and 
funding for programs and strategies that prevent and address homelessness. 

 



 

 

Community Safety: The City of Tacoma is commiƩed to a mulƟ-layered public safety approach 
in 2026, prioriƟzing crime reducƟon and effecƟve response with a federal-local partnership. We 
seek increased federal funding to support the full spectrum of public safety personnel that have 
contributed to year-over-year reducƟons in crime in Tacoma, specifically by expanding eligibility 
for non-sworn personnel—such as behavioral health co-responders and Community Service 
Officers—who lead successful alternaƟve response and non-violent incident programs, freeing 
up sworn law enforcement officers to focus on violent crime and apprehension of offenders. 
Funding must be directed toward general violence reducƟon iniƟaƟves, including evidence-
based strategies focused on prevenƟon, intervenƟon, and posiƟve youth development. Finally, 
recognizing the strain on our emergency services, we advocate for increased federal investment 
to support our frontline workers like Fire/EMS with necessary equipment, wellness programs, 
and fleet and facility modernizaƟon. 

SupporƟng Human Rights and Dignity: The City of Tacoma remains steadfast in its commitment 
to supporƟng and valuing all individuals in our community, ensuring all Tacomans are afforded 
human rights and dignity, and fostering trust across all city operaƟons, including parƟcipatory 
budgeƟng and neighborhood planning. We urge Congress to advance comprehensive 
immigraƟon reform that provides a clear pathway to status and ciƟzenship, stabilizes our local 
workforce, and promotes family unity. The City of Tacoma will conƟnue to partner with state 
and federal enƟƟes to seek sustained support, resources, and policy changes that uphold the 
rights and well-being of every member of our community. 

 

 



 

 

  
 

 

Preservation of Services Amid Federal Cuts: The City encourages Washington State to preserve 

and sustain critical state programs in the face of reductions in federal funding, including 

backfilling key programs such as food assistance, Medicaid, behavioral health, and other 

programs integral to the state’s social safety network.  

 

Fiscal Sustainability: Like the state, the City has faced budget challenges that have led to 

service reductions. As the state develops its supplemental budgets, the City encourages the 

Legislature to refrain from reducing state revenues that are distributed to cities.  Additionally, 

the City supports proposals that would provide local governments with a sustainable, 

progressive, and equitable tax system, including revenue tools and flexibility with existing 

revenues.  

 

Capital Requests:  

North End Treatment Plant (NETP) Trickling Filter Project 

Funding to construct a new trickling filter, which is an essential component of the NETP’s wastewater 

treatment process that provides the second stage of contaminant removal and allows the NETP to 

reliably meet its National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permit regulations. 

Request Amount: $2 Million  

 

 

 

Other Issues of Importance 

 Wastewater Treatment Plant Nutrient Regulation: The City is requesting legislative 

engagement on wastewater treatment plant nutrient regulations being proposed by the 

Department of Ecology to ensure that the regulations balance water quality and housing 

affordability.  

 

 Transfer of State Obligations: The City is requesting legislation to update the statutory 

framework for the process WSDOT uses to transfer state property to local jurisdictions, 

City of Tacoma  
General Government 

 2026 State Legislative Priorities 
 



 

 

in order to allow more input from local jurisdictions and to require appropriate due 

diligence prior to the transfer. 

 

 Sidewalk Utility: The City is interested in the development of new tools for local 

infrastructure needs related not just to expansion and growth, but also for maintenance 

of aging systems. The City will be asking the Legislature to explore options for additional 

revenue sources for sidewalks and infrastructure needs, including creation of sidewalk 

utilities. 

 

 Continued Advocacy for Transportation Projects (Transportation Request): The City is 

dedicated to building out a local transportation network that supports all modes and is well-

maintained and safe. As such, the City supports: Increased funding and local revenue options to 

maintain and preserve local bridges, roadways, ferries, sidewalks, parks, and trails. The City 

requests the state’s partnership to respond to the worsening condition of the Fishing Wars 

Memorial Bridge. The bridge provides freight mobility, emergency response, and access for the 

Port of Tacoma, the cities of Tacoma and Fife, and the Puyallup Tribe. 
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The City of Tacoma’s legislative agenda reflects the strategic priorities adopted by the City Council 
to improve the quality of life for all residents. These priorities include community safety, housing 
and homelessness, livable wage jobs, access to facilities and services, human and environmental 
health, and belief and trust. 
 
In advancing these priorities, the City will continue to collaborate with community partners, 
educational institutions, nonprofits, local businesses, service providers, and governments at all 
levels on issues of importance to our City and region. We support legislative actions and 
partnerships that align with these priorities and advance Tacoma’s vision for a thriving and resilient 
future. 
 
The following outlines the City of Tacoma’s positions on key federal legislative issues and priorities. 
 

Safety 
 
Public safety is a priority for the City.  The City’s objectives include reducing the number of crimes 
occurring, particularly firearm-related offenses, and increasing the effectiveness of our response 
by enhancing coordination with appropriate behavioral health services. The City objectives also 
include increasing the percentage of residents who feel safe and decreasing response times for 
911 calls for assistance.   
 
In furtherance of these objectives, the following are specific policy positions related to safety: 
 
Law Enforcement 
 

 Recruitment and Staffing: Like many jurisdictions across the country, the City of Tacoma 
is working to increase the number of officers in our law enforcement agency, the Tacoma 
Police Department (TPD). The department is making strong progress in hiring and is 
employing data-driven strategies along with innovative approaches such as establishing a 
unit of non-commissioned civilian officers. Continued investment is needed to fully meet 
staffing levels that support public safety. The City supports adequate funding for programs 
that help cities recruit, train, and develop local law enforcement personnel, as well as 
efforts to expand federal grant eligibility to include community service officers responding 
to low-risk calls. 

City of Tacoma 
General Government 

2026 Federal Legislative Policy Positions 
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 Public Defense Funding: Criminal indigent defense is a constitutional right. While 

Congress has historically funded public defenders through the appropriations process, 
additional funding is needed to provide appropriate public defense services, particularly as 
demand increases due to new prosecution initiatives and expanded jurisdiction over 
certain offenses on tribal land.  
 

Alternative Response  
 

 Alternatives to Traditional Law Enforcement Response: Programs that provide 
responses that are alternatives to traditional law enforcement are critical to improving 
public safety.  In situations involving individuals experiencing behavioral health issues, 
programs such as behavioral health co-responder, diversion, and other alternative 
programs improve outcomes for the community and law enforcement. The City supports 
funding and programs to assist local jurisdictions with the establishment, expansion, and 
operation of alternative response programs, such as co-responder, diversion and other 
models that provide options beyond law enforcement for responding to situations involving 
individuals experiencing from behavioral health issues, including cognitive decline.  

 
 Problem Solving Courts: Problem-solving courts differ from traditional courts in that they 

focus on a type of offense or the person committing the offense. They offer therapeutic and 
interdisciplinary approaches to addressing issues underlying the criminal behavior. The 
City supports maintaining funding and programs, such as the Bureau of Justice Assistance 
Adult Treatment Court Program, that provide assistance to local governments to plan, 
implement, and enhance the operations of adult treatment courts. 

 
 Violence Reduction Programs: The City has implemented, or is in the process of 

implementing, programs and services focused on reducing community firearm violence. 
The City supports funding opportunities to allow the implementation of community and law 
enforcement programs to address firearm violence and to provide programs for young 
people with the goal of violence prevention. 
 

 Community Safety: The City is developing a community safety action strategy that will 
include city actions to support public safety, including actions beyond traditional police 
and fire responses, and will identify opportunities to support additional community and 
legislative actions that further enhance community safety. The City supports federal efforts 
to address the root causes of poverty which will increase community safety, consistent 
with the City’s plans. 

 
Specific Criminal Offenses 
 

 Hate Crimes: The City supports federal initiatives that address and prevent hate crimes 
and hate incidents. We are committed to fostering a safe community where every resident 
is treated with dignity and respect. 
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 Substance Use: Opioid-related overdoses are the most common cause of accidental 
death in Pierce County, taking more lives than traffic or firearm fatalities,1 due largely to 
increased use of fentanyl. Opioid deaths in Washington are growing most quickly among 
people ages 18-24.  The City supports additional resources and technical assistance from 
the federal government to help federal, state, and local law enforcement address the 
substance addiction crisis in cities. 

 
 Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault: The City supports funding for programs and 

services to support survivors of domestic violence and sexual assault. The City also 
supports funding for domestic violence and sexual assault prevention education programs. 
The City supports legislation requiring the surrender of firearms in cases involving domestic 
violence or sexual assault, including following conviction and related to orders for 
protection and no-contact orders. 

 
Fire  

 Support Tacoma Fire Department, including TFD Emergency Medical Services: The 
Tacoma Fire Department’s (TFD) call volume has increased by over 40% since 2006; of 
these, 80% have been for Emergency Medical Services. TFD personnel provide essential 
services in dangerous and crisis situations. The City supports policies, programming and 
resources that assist municipal fire departments to provide services and training, purchase 
technology and equipment, and address the mental health needs of first responders. These 
include, but are not limited to, protecting public safety grant programs, increasing funding 
and reimbursement options for emergency medical response and patient transport, and 
providing resources for responding to emerging hazards such as electric vehicle and battery 
fires. 
 

 Support for Life Support Services: TFD is a critical provider of Basic and Advanced Life 
Support Services. The city strongly advocates for maintaining vital Medicaid funding, as 
these federal resources cover a significant portion of our medical transportation fees. This 
sustained support is essential for ensuring the costs of these critical services are reliably 
managed through the program 
 

 Battery Fires: Lithium-ion battery fires pose unique risks to users and first responders. The 
City supports a study of fires related to electric batteries to inform policies and practices to 
reduce risk and improve opportunities for safer disposal. The City supports federal 
legislation that would require the Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC) to create, 
in a timely manner, a federal safety standard for rechargeable lithium-ion batteries used in 
micromobility devices, such as e-bicycles, e-scooters, and hoverboards. 

 
Housing and Homelessness 

 
Housing and homelessness are challenges affecting communities across the state and nation and 
addressing them requires both immediate action and long-term solutions. Since 2017, the City of 
Tacoma has operated under a Declaration of State of Public Health Emergency to respond to 

 
1  https://tpchd.org/info/data/overdose/ 
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health and safety concerns associated with growing encampments, extending the ordinance 
several times as conditions have evolved. 
 
The City has prioritized a comprehensive approach to housing and homelessness, recognizing that 
increasing the availability of affordable, diverse housing types is key to long-term solutions. Guided 
by the City’s Homelessness Strategy, Tacoma advocates for policies, investments, and 
partnerships that address the full spectrum of need—from emergency response and shelter to 
permanent supportive housing and prevention. Through initiatives like Home in Tacoma, the City is 
also pursuing policies and zoning changes that support more housing options, encourage 
thoughtful growth, and help prevent displacement of longtime residents. 
 
The City’s priorities include expanding resources to meet the needs of unhoused community 
members, reducing unsanctioned encampments and their impacts, increasing permanent 
supportive housing, producing and preserving affordable housing, and preventing displacement. 
 
Tacoma also recognizes that housing and homelessness are regional challenges that require 
collaboration across jurisdictions. We are committed to working with local, regional, and federal 
partners to align policies and leverage resources to create lasting, systemic solutions. 
 
In support of these goals, the following are specific policy positions related to housing and 
homelessness: 
 
 
Housing 
 

 Federal Flexibility:  Cities are on the frontlines of addressing the affordable housing crisis 
and as such, are best suited to determine how to best deploy federal assistance to serve 
the neediest communities. The City urges the Administration and lawmakers to preserve 
and strengthen federal funding for U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development 
(HUD) programs, which are essential to producing, preserving, and maintaining affordable 
housing. In addition, the City supports maintaining increased flexibility in the 
administration of HUD grant programs, including the extension of the use of HOME 
Community Housing Development Organization funds and increased administrative 
allowance for HOME funds, to most effectively respond to project and program oversight 
requirements.   
 

 Reducing Displacement: Many of the efforts to increase the housing supply impact the 
ability of individuals on limited incomes to remain housed, including senior residents. The 
City has adopted an Anti-Displacement Strategy which includes 21 policy and program 
actions to prevent and mitigate displacement of Tacoma residents from their homes and 
communities. The City supports increased federal funding for programs such as rental and 
housing assistance and home repairs for low-income homeowners, as well policies to 
reduce displacement and provide opportunities for those on limited incomes to remain 
housed, including allowing senior residents to age in place.   
 
 

Affordable Housing: The City of Tacoma lacks affordable housing.  37-percent of households in 
Tacoma pay at least 30 percent of their income on housing costs each month, reducing their ability 
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to pay for other necessities. The cost of rental homes increased by 78-percent since 2015, and 
home values have increased 58 percent since 2018.  In response to this urgent need, the City 
developed the Affordable Housing Action Strategy  to guide its efforts to dramatically increase 
investments in new rental and homeownership opportunities and establish broader anti-
displacement measures.  While this effort has resulted in an increase in affordable housing units, 
there is a significant demand that will continue to increase. 
 

 Federal Funding: With the enactment of the budget reconciliation law, the City looks to 
leverage tax provisions to addressing housing shortage and invest in underserved 
communities, including the expansion of the Low-Income Housing Tax Credit and second 
round of Opportunity Zone designations. Building upon those recent legislative victories, 
the City urges Congress to maintain critical formula funding administered by the U.S. 
Department of Housing and Urban Development to fully realize the potential of the 
reconciliation measure. The City advocates for increasing appropriations for the HOME 
Investment Partnerships Program as important gap financing for LIHTC projects to increase 
the supply of affordable housing, and the Community Development Block Grant to advance 
economic development goals, maintain public infrastructure, and provide services to low-
moderate income residents 
 

 Area Median Income Calculation: Many state and federal housing programs utilize a 
percentage of area median income (AMI) to calculate eligibility. WAMI is generally 
calculated using county data. However, the AMI for the City is significantly different from 
Pierce County as a whole. The City supports statutory changes, clarifications, and other 
state and federal efforts to allow AMI to be calculated by city or metropolitan area.  

 
Homeownership 
 

 Low Income Housing Tax Credit [LIHTC]: LIHTC is the primary tool for building low and 
moderate-income rental units in the United States. The City is supportive of the expansion 
of LIHTC included in the reconciliation bill. 
 

 Expanding Homeownership Opportunities: Homeownership is the primary tool for 
building intergenerational wealth and an option to help people stay rooted in their 
communities. The City supports federal efforts to enhance home ownership opportunities, 
especially among underserved communities, through assistance to homebuyers, modifying 
existing federal programs to support homeownership or fair housing practices, addressing 
bias in the market, and expanding access to credit and counseling for homebuyers. 
                   

 
Federal Funding 
 

 Community Investment: Community development investments build stronger and more 
resilient communities. The City supports robust funding for programs that support 
economic development at the local level, such as the U.S. Department of Housing and 
Urban Development (HUD) Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) program that 
provides significant financial resources to local governments working to address a variety 
of needs such as infrastructure, economic development, public facilities, community 
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centers, housing rehabilitation, small business assistance, homeowner assistance, and 
more. 

 
Homelessness Services  
 

 Funding for Shelters: The City has implemented a Homelessness Strategy to respond to 
the homelessness crisis. This strategy includes implementation and operation of temporary 
shelters to address immediate needs while also encouraging development of affordable 
housing in our community as a long-term strategy to mitigate incidences of homelessness. 
The City’s strategy to transition from our current investment in shelter beds to deeper 
support of permanent and supportive housing as well as the intervention and stabilization 
services described in the strategy.  

o The City supports flexible federal funding that can be utilized to maintain operations 
and to continue implementation of the strategy to move towards more permanent 
solutions for people experiencing homelessness. 

o The City supports federal funding for programs and services to assist people 
experiencing homelessness, including mental health and substance use disorder 
treatment services. 

 
Infrastructure 
 

 Infrastructure Investments: The City supports infrastructure investments aimed at 
reducing housing construction costs and accommodating growth. The City has embraced 
growth and increased density throughout its planning code. To successfully accommodate 
this growth, the City supports increased federal resources for infrastructure such as 
sidewalks, street lighting, broadband, and other infrastructure integral to urban living. 
Additionally, investing funding in water, sewer, and stormwater infrastructure necessary to 
the development can help offset rising housing constructions costs to make housing more 
affordable.   
 

 
Jobs 

 
A City goal is that Tacoma be a growing economy where residents can find livable wage jobs in key 
industry areas and for Tacoma to be a place of choice for employers, professionals, and new 
graduates. To achieve these goals, the City has prioritized workforce development and increasing 
the number of livable wage jobs in Tacoma.  The City also prioritizes increasing the number of small 
businesses surviving and thriving in the City, including increasing business ownership among 
historically underrepresented communities, and fostering a greater array of the types of small 
businesses that call Tacoma home.  
 
In furtherance of these objectives, the following are specific policy positions related to jobs: 
 
Livable Wage Jobs: Tacoma has established alignment between the City and local workforce 
development board, allowing us to braid funding across initiatives to increase impact while 
leveraging the expertise of the private sector, labor, and technical colleges that make up the 
workforce board, with the goal of increasing the pool of skilled workers who can compete for high 



 

7 
 

wage jobs. The federal government should encourage and support similar programs. The City 
supports additional federal assistance for local workforce efforts including, but not limited to: 
 

 Skills Training: Support for upskilling/reskilling workers to meet the evolving demands of 
emerging industries and workforce gaps. 
 

 Apprenticeship Programs: Fully funding apprentice, pre-apprentice programs and other 
workforce development programs, and reauthorizing the Workforce Innovation and 
Opportunity Act. 
 

 Cross-Sector Partnerships: Support for cross-sector initiatives involving labor, business, 
workforce providers, governments, education, and training entities to develop strategies 
prepare workers for high-wage jobs.  

 
 Barriers to Employment: Support for programs that remove barriers to employment for 

vulnerable populations, including barriers to employment for refugees and immigrants. 
 
Economic Development Tools and Supports: To achieve the City goals for the economy and 
workforce, there must be support for large and small businesses, and increased economic 
development tools and supports.  The City supports strategies and partnerships that advance 
these areas including, but not limited to, the following: 

 
 Small and Medium-Sized Businesses: Funding and policies that support small and 

medium-sized businesses, including subsidies and incubators to support disadvantaged 
businesses struggling with rising market-rate rents and workforce challenges. 
 

 Small Business Technical Assistance: Funding and policies that provide technical 
assistance and financial literacy programs to assist small businesses access capital and 
available grants. 

 
 Advancing Workforce Opportunity: It is critical to support, expand, and strengthen 

workforce development activities, including retraining for emerging industry sectors, by 
ensuring fair access and maximum participation for all individuals. We emphasize building 
comprehensive and effective programs that connect every individual with the skills needed 
to succeed in high-demand, high-wage careers, thereby fostering a highly skilled and 
competitive national workforce 
 

 Economic Development Tools: Expanding and creating economic development tools that 
will assist the City in developing solutions for the community, including around issues 
related to food and pharmacy access in all neighborhoods. 

 

 Advanced Manufacturing and Emerging Industries: Building on the City’s Economic 
Development Strategy, Tacoma supports the siting and expansion of manufacturing, 
research, and development activities that create high-quality, tradable-sector jobs in next-
generation industries. The City also supports the strategic use of manufacturing tax 
incentives to attract new investment and accelerate growth in these sectors. 
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 Future-Focused Job Growth: Expand opportunities in growing sectors such as renewable 
energy, urban forestry, natural stormwater management, urban agriculture, and green 
technology. These efforts will strengthen Tacoma’s economy, support innovation, and 
ensure that residents in historically underserved neighborhoods have access to quality jobs 
in these emerging fields. 

 
 Career Pathways: Establishing career pathways to livable wage jobs in the community, 

including identifying apprenticeship opportunities to support the public sector. 
 

 Support for Workers: The City supports direct aid to workers whose employment is 
impacted as a result of global trade agreements, such as Trade Act Assistance.  

 
 Opportunity Zones: Opportunity Zones provide a tax incentive for investors to re-invest 

their unrealized capital gains into dedicated Opportunity Funds., as encouragement for 
long-term investments in economically distressed areas. The City supports efforts to 
maximize Opportunity Zones in the City and their impacts 

 
 

Access 
 
A key City goal is to ensure that all residents are treated fairly and have access to essential 
services, community facilities, and opportunities for financial stability. The City is committed to 
using data to guide decisions, direct resources, and develop strategies that close gaps in access 
and improve outcomes for residents. This approach also informs how the City prioritizes 
investments — including expanding language access, improving transportation and mobility 
options, and ensuring that services reach the communities that need them most. 
 
In furtherance of these objectives, the following are specific policy positions related to access: 
 
Fostering Community Strength and Opportunity: The City supports federal initiatives that 
promote the safety, well-being, and upward mobility of all our residents by addressing systemic 
challenges that have historically created barriers in certain communities. The City supports 
policies that bolster opportunity and full participation in the American economy, including, but 
not limited to the following: 

 Tax Credits: Federal tools such as the Earned Income Tax Credit and Child Tax Credit, 
which support low and moderate-income earners. The City supports continuing and 
expanding these tools.  
 

 Guaranteed Income: Many Tacoma families struggle with financial instability. Tacoma 
launched a guaranteed income pilot program in 2021, Growing Resilience in Tacoma (GRIT), 
which granted 100 needy families a monthly, no-strings attached payment. The City 
supports a national guaranteed income program to stabilize needy families and interrupt 
cycles of poverty. It is important that the guaranteed income policy proposals include 
specific language that mitigates any impact additional income may have on the recipient’s 
eligibility for other public assistance programs.  
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 Reparations: The City supports federal efforts to acknowledge and address the impacts of 
discriminatory laws and policies on formerly enslaved people and their descendants.  

 
 Voting Rights: Voting is fundamental to democracy. The City supports legislation to protect 

and expand access to voting, including efforts to maintain and improve vote-by-mail 
elections 
 

Transportation and Infrastructure: The City is strategically guiding investment to develop a 
safe, accessible, and multimodal transportation system that prioritizes safety and public 
health, while focusing resources to serve the historically underserved communities that depend 
most heavily on accessible infrastructure. The City has prioritized safety including through 
committing to Vision Zero and the goal of eliminating traffic fatalities and severe injuries in the 
City of Tacoma by 2035. The City will seek federal support for projects of importance to the City, 
such as Fishing Wars Memorial Bridge Phase II. 
 

 Public Transit: Fund public transportation programs as authorized levels in the 
Bipartisan Infrastructure Law in the annual T-HUD appropriations bill.  

 
 Safety: The City supports funding increases for existing transportation safety programs, 

including but not limited to the Highway Safety Improvement Program, Safe Routes to 
School, Safe Streets and Roads for All, and the Transportation Alternatives Program.  

 
 Funding: While infrastructure financing programs provide flexible funding for major 

transportation projects and help local governments to leverage private and other 
nonfederal investments, the City recognizes that limited budget capacity, authorities, and 
delays in the federal approval process limit the effectiveness of these programs, 
particularly in disadvantaged communities. The City supports greater technical support at 
the USDOT Build America Bureau and flexibility for their approving multimodal and 
jurisdictional projects that can take advantage of favorable federal financing. The City also 
recommends raising the federal population cap for communities accessing the best 
available borrowing rates to ensure growing communities can appropriately utilize 
financing options. 

 Pedestrian and Bike Accessibility: The City supports maintaining and expanding 
sustainable funding sources for bicycle and pedestrian trails and facilities, such as the 
Transportation Alternatives set asides in the Surface Transportation Block Grant 
program. 
 

 Bridges: The City supports maintaining the Bridge Replacement and Rehabilitation 
program with sufficient funding to repair bridges that are structurally or operationally 
deficient. Off-system bridges should continue to be eligible for federal bridge funds, and 
the discretionary bridge program should be preserved. The City will seek federal funding for 
design and construction of the Fishing Wars Memorial Bridge Phase II project.  
 

 Harbor Maintenance and Dredging: The Port of Tacoma is an economic driver for the City 
and the South Sound, with over 42,000 jobs and $2.84 billion in income across the 
Washington state economy. The City supports policies and appropriations that will 
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maintain the competitiveness of the Port of Tacoma, such as legislation to allow Harbor 
Maintenance Trust Fund dollars to be spent on port infrastructure uses beyond dredging.  

Telecommunications 
 

 Preserving City Right of Way: The City supports policies that retain local government 
authority to manage rights-of-way to ensure the siting of cell towers and small cells is safe 
and appropriate. The City opposes legislation that seeks to preempt local land use and 
zoning authorities on broadband deployment projects, such as H.R. 3557. 

 
 Franchise Fees: The City supports reversal of an FCC order to allow franchise fees and EG 

Fees to be calculated as they have been for over 35 years as monetary-only fees. 
 

 Digital Access: Access to the Internet is essential for education and employment 
opportunities, business development, healthcare, government services, and community 
involvement. The City supports action by the federal government to provide matching 
grants, technology grants, tax credits, subsidies and other types of aid that would increase 
broadband deployment and affordability. The City also supports sustained funding of 
programs such as E-Rate, ReConnect, and other programs that support the buildout of 
broadband infrastructure. The City urges the federal government to ensure that these and 
other broadband grant programs are accessible to all communities, whether large or small, 
rural or urban, as well as municipal broadband network owners and operators. 

 
 High Speed Broadband: The City supports the extension of pandemic-era initiatives 

including the Affordable Connectivity Program to promote broadband access in qualified 
low-income households, including 38,000 eligible households in Tacoma. 

 
 
Childcare  
 

 Access to Childcare: Access to childcare is important to Tacoma residents. The City 
supports policies to expand access to affordable, quality childcare and preschool, 
including Universal Pre-Kindergarten and early childhood mental health services.  

 
Arts, Culture, and the Creative Economy 
 

 Access to Arts: Tacoma Creates is a voter-approved initiative to increase access to arts, 
culture, heritage, and science experiences throughout Tacoma by reducing barriers to 
access and expanding offerings, particularly to underserved youth. The City supports 
federal funding and policies to increase access to arts, culture, heritage, and science 
experiences. 
 

 Creative Economy: The City supports federal funding and policies that support the growth 
of the arts and the creative economy. 
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Health 
 
Health of Tacoma residents includes physical and behavioral health, which includes both mental 
health and substance use disorder; however, it also includes factors that impact the health and 
well-being of residents including environmental and safety issues.  The Council prioritizes 
improving health outcomes in these various areas and reducing disparities.  
 
In furtherance of these objectives, the following are specific policy positions related to health that 
impact the physical and behavioral health of residents, as well as the health of the environment: 
  
Health 

 Healthcare: The City supports maintaining robust funding for Medicaid and permanently 
extending the enhanced health insurance premium subsidies under the Affordable Care Act 
(ACA). The City supports the right to access reproductive and gender affirming care.  

 
 Domestic Violence/Sexual Assault: The City supports policies, programs, and funding to 

assist people impacted by domestic violence and sexual assault. We urge Congress to fully 
fund programs authorized by the Violence Against Women Act as reauthorized in 2022. 
 

Behavioral Health 
 

 Access to Services: The City supports programs that provide funding to increase access to 
mental health and substance abuse services. 
 

 Community Health Centers: Adequately fund community health centers, which play a 
critical role in providing uninsured and underinsured people with health care services, 
including mental health and substance abuse treatment.   

 Programs to Support Vulnerable Populations: The City supports funding for programs 
that serve our most vulnerable populations.  
 

 988 Suicide Crisis Lifeline The City supports increased federal coordination with state, 
county, and local officials on 988 mental health line implementation to ensure coordinated 
access to service providers. 

 Behavioral Health Workforce: The City supports policies and funding that assist local 
efforts to build out a behavioral health work force. This includes reducing the barriers posed 
by regulations/certifications on workforce entry into behavioral and medical health fields 
without improperly impacting quality of care and investing in local workforce development 
systems to directly support upskilling and reskilling workers on behalf of behavioral 
healthcare providers. 

 
Environment: The City is committed to responsible environmental stewardship as a key 
component of building a stronger and more resilient local economy. We will seek federal 
partnership and support to modernize our local infrastructure and advance initiatives that ensure 
clean air and water for all residents. 
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The City supports continuing efforts to take practical, results-driven action to improve the health of 
our environment and align with the City’s local goals, including: 
 

 Climate Mitigation and Adaptation: The City supports federal financial and technical 
assistance to support local government vulnerability assessments and climate change 
mitigation and adaptation implementation efforts to ensure that cities have the 
information, resources, and tools to adequately plan for and respond to climate change 
effects. 
 

 Local Health and Opportunity: The City recognizes that areas designated as Opportunity 
Zones and other economically distressed communities are often disproportionately 
impacted by poor air quality, which affects the health and workforce productivity of 
residents. The City supports federal programs to drive the deployment of clean air 
technologies and modern infrastructure within these key economic areas. We encourage 
federal efforts that ensure these investments lead to measurable public health 
improvements and create local jobs by ensuring full parity in accessing new technologies 
and infrastructure upgrades. 

 
 Interagency Partnership for Sustainable Communities: The City supports the 

Interagency Partnership for Sustainable Communities formed by the U.S. Department of 
Housing and Urban Development, the U.S. Department of Transportation, and the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency to coordinate housing, community development, 
transportation, energy, and environmental policies that will help local communities create 
better and more affordable places to live, work and raise families. The City urges Congress 
to pass legislation to officially authorize the partnership and to continue funding. 
 

 Superfund Sites: The City supports federal actions to assist local governments in 
Superfund site identification and remediation, such as reauthorization of the 
Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation and Liability Act (CERCLA, also 
known as Superfund) to ensure that existing hazardous waste disposal sites can continue 
to be identified, evaluated and cleaned up. Congress should increase the size of the 
Hazardous Substance Response Trust Fund that supports the Superfund program so it will 
be adequate to clean up sites already on the National Priority List (NPL) as well as any 
additional sites added to the list.  
 

 Brownfields: The City calls on Congress to reauthorize and fully fund the EPA Brownfields 
program, which supports the assessment, cleanup and redevelopment of sites that are 
contaminated by the presence or potential presence of a hazardous substance, pollutant 
or contaminant. The economic redevelopment and environmental restoration of these 
properties is essential to revitalizing communities and protecting public health. 
 

 Reuse and Recycling: The City supports investments in domestic infrastructure, support 
for local and regional recycling programs and education efforts, and policy changes will 
ensure recycling remains environmentally and economically sustainable.  
 

 Landfills: The City requests that any new federal mandates that retroactively reclassify 
specific segments of waste, thus requiring new and more costly disposal methods and/or 
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retrofitting of existing and closed disposal facilities be accompanied by financing to assist 
local government with compliance.  
  

 PFAS Contamination: The City supports federal policies that ensure that the parties 
responsible for PFAS contamination, including the federal government but excluding local 
governments, are held fully liable for costs of cleanup and mitigation and to ensure that 
sites are cleaned up in a timely manner. The City supports PFAS clean-up standards that 
are sufficiently stringent to permit reuse of the site and to obviate the need for additional 
cleanup and mitigation costs by affected local governments. 
 
 

Additional Policy Positions 
 
Civil Rights 
 

 Discrimination: The City supports federal legislation to expand protections to include 
discrimination based on sexual orientation and gender identity, such as the Equality Act.  

 
 Equal Pay: The City encourages the federal government to enact legislation to close gender 

pay gaps, such as the Paycheck Fairness Act. 
 
Other  

 Human Dignity and Immigration Reform: The City calls on Congress to take decisive 
action on comprehensive immigration reform to create a more functional, humane, and 
orderly system that upholds human dignity. Key priorities for this reform include: 

o Accountable and Humane Custody: Ensuring all federal detention facilities 
maintain adequate health and safety standards and prioritize the wellbeing of 
individuals in custody. The City urges Congress to eliminate financial incentives for 
detention by ending the use of private detention facilities and by narrowing the 
scope of mandatory detention to reserve incarceration for exceptional cases, while 
expanding cost-effective alternatives.  

o Enforcement Professionalism: Requiring all law enforcement officers and agents of 
the Department of Homeland Security involved in civil immigration enforcement to 
clearly display official identification and insignia when detaining or arresting 
individuals. We support policies that prohibit the use of unapproved, non-tactical 
masks to ensure accountability and public confidence in official actions. 

o Economic Stability and Status: Establishing a clear pathway to legal status or 
citizenship for long-term residents, including individuals known as DREAMERS. 
Such a framework is vital for maintaining economic stability and securing the 
American workforce. 

o Systemic Efficiency and Support: Reforming the asylum and legal immigration 
processes to eliminate backlogs and create safe, orderly, and efficient avenues for 
legal entry, and enacting policies that support refugee and asylum seekers. 

 Joint Base Lewis McChord: Joint Base Lewis McChord (JBLM) is one of twelve joint bases 
in the United States and the largest DOD installation west of the Mississippi River, with over 
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52,000 service members and their families. The installation accounts for $5 billion in local 
payroll and a total of $9.2 billion in regional economic activity. Any downsizing at JBLM 
would have serious economic consequences for Tacoma and the Puget Sound region. The 
City opposes any Base Realignment and Closure (BRAC) considerations for JBLM. The City 
supports federal initiatives that support the health and well-being of our service members 
and their families. 
 

 Reconciling Federal and State Cannabis Policy: Retail cannabis is a multi-million dollar 
industry in Pierce County, which drives wealth building, economic opportunity, and 
entrepreneurship. However, local cannabis retailers are not able to access traditional 
banking services as cannabis remains classified as a controlled substance at the federal 
level. The City supports legislation that will facilitate local retailers’ access to federal 
financial institutions and business products, including the SAFE Banking Act.  
 

 Community Project Funding/Community Directed Spending: The City supports 
Congressionally Directed Spending and Community Project Funding that provides a 
singular influx of federal funds for important local projects and requests our Congressional 
delegation’s continued support of these requests and their participation in this process. 

 
 Low-Income Household Water Assistance Program (LIHWAP): The City supports 

continued appropriations for the LIHWAP program to aid low-income water utility 
ratepayers. 

 
 Local Control: The City prioritizes public input and community engagement in local 

decision-making. The federal government should honor local decision-making authority 
and the public processes that support local decision-making. 

 
 Daylight Savings: The City supports legislation that would make U.S. Daylight Saving Time 

permanent.   
 

Entheogens: The City encourages the full decriminalization of entheogen-related activities 
at the federal level in light of growing research indicting potential medical uses for the 
substances and the number of local jurisdictions and states that are decriminalizing 
entheogen-related activities.  
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The City of Tacoma’s legislative agenda reflects the strategic priorities of the City Council to improve the 

quality of life for all residents. These priorities include community safety, housing and homelessness, 

livable wage jobs, access to facilities and services, human and environmental health, and belief and 

trust.  

  

In advancing these priorities, the City will continue to collaborate and coordinate with community 

partners, organizations, educational institutions, nonprofits, local businesses, service providers, and 

other local governments on issues of importance to our City and region. The City supports legislative 

actions and partnerships that align with these priorities and advance Tacoma’s vision for a thriving and 

resilient future.  

  

The following outlines the City of Tacoma’s positions on key state legislative policy positions and 

priorities.  

  

  

Safety 
 

Public safety is a priority for the City. The City’s objectives related to safety include reducing the number 

of crimes occurring, particularly firearm-related offenses, and increasing the effectiveness of our 

response by enhancing coordination with appropriate behavioral health services. The City’s objectives 

also include increasing the percentage of residents who feel safe and decreasing response times for 911 

calls for assistance.   

 

In furtherance of these objectives, the following are specific policy positions related to safety: 

 

Law Enforcement 

 

 Recruitment and Retention: The City, like most jurisdictions in the country, is working to 

increase the number of officers in our law enforcement agency, the Tacoma Police Department 

(TPD).  The TPD is making progress in hiring officers and is using data-driven strategies along 

City of Tacoma 
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with creative alternatives, such as creating a unit of non-commissioned civilian officers.  

Continued investment is needed to fully meet staffing levels that support public safety. The City 

requests that the state build on the efforts of House Bill 2015 (2025) to enhance recruitment 

and retention efforts through increased, ongoing funding and ensuring sufficient capacity at the 

state Criminal Justice Training Commission to provide the necessary training for all officers in 

the state. The City supports efforts to improve the administration of the grant program and local 

revenue tools provided in House Bill 2015 (2025) to provide direct, ongoing support to local and 

tribal law enforcement agencies in hiring, retaining, and training law enforcement officers, peer 

counselors, and behavioral health personnel working in co-response to increase community 

policing and public safety.   

 

 Independent Prosecutions of Police Use of Force: The City actively supported the establishment 

of the Office of Independent Investigations (OII) to conduct transparent, unbiased, and thorough 

investigations of police use of force cases.  While this is an important step, the work is not 

complete.  The state must establish an Office of Independent Prosecutions to review the OII 

investigations and make transparent, unbiased decisions in these cases. This is critical to the 

credibility of these investigations and to our community. 

 

 Automated Enforcement: The City encourages the state to support, retain, and expand local 

automated enforcement programs to improve traffic safety. Additionally, the City supports 

efforts to increase the portion of automated enforcement proceeds collected through these 

programs that can be retained by the City to implement additional traffic safety measures.    

 

 Automated License Plate Readers/FLOCK Cameras: The City supports efforts to clarify the 

public records laws related to license plate reader video footage, while not limiting the use of 

this technology to solve crimes.   

 

 Public Defense: Criminal indigent defense is a constitutional right. While the state has provided 

some funding to cities to improve public defense, additional funding is needed to provide 

appropriate public defense services, particularly given the new caseload standards adopted by 

the Washington Supreme Court. In addition to increased funding, the City supports efforts to 

enhance the public defense workforce to ensure that there are adequate public defenders 

available to meet the new caseload standards.  

 

 Business Support: The City supports businesses, including efforts to prevent organized retail 

crime and allocate state funding for security enhancements such as shatterproof windows.  

 

 

Alternative Response 

 

 Alternatives to Traditional Law Enforcement Response: Programs providing responses that are 

alternatives to traditional law enforcement are critical to improving public safety.  In situations 

involving individuals experiencing behavioral health issues, programs such as behavioral health 
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co-responders, diversion, and other alternative programs improve outcomes for the community 

and law enforcement. It is important to ensure there are services available to people 

experiencing behavioral health issues when they are in need. The City also supports programs 

that provide supportive services for individuals experiencing cognitive decline. Additionally, 

programs that allow appointed unarmed officers with a limited scope of responsibilities and 

authority to respond to certain low-risk calls will improve community safety, increase feelings of 

security among community members, and improve relationships between the community and 

law enforcement. The City encourages the state to expand support of alternative response 

programs.     

 

 Problem-Solving Courts: Problem-solving courts differ from traditional courts in that they focus 

on a type of offense or the person committing the offense.  They offer therapeutic and 

interdisciplinary approaches to addressing the issues underlying criminal behavior. Therapeutic 

and community courts are types of problem-solving courts.  The City supports increased funding 

for problem-solving courts.   

 

 Community Violence Reduction Programs: The City has implemented, or is in the process of 

implementing, programs and services focused on reducing community firearm violence.  The 

City requests that the state continue and increase funding opportunities to allow the 

implementation of community and law enforcement intervention programs to address firearm 

violence and to provide programs for young people with the goal of violence prevention.  The 

City encourages the state to support, and provide funding for, prevention programs such as the 

Summer Teen Late Nights program funded by the City and other partners, to provide young 

people a safe place to engage in activities.  

 

 Community Safety: The City is developing a community safety action strategy that will include 

city actions to support public safety, including actions beyond traditional police and fire 

responses, and will identify opportunities to support additional community and state actions 

that further enhance community safety. The City supports state funding and efforts that address 

the broad community definition of community safety consistent with the City’s plans. 

 

 Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design: Crime Prevention Through Environmental 

Design (CPTED) programs help reduce the chance of criminal activity by providing guidelines for 

property owners to use to lower or prevent environmental factors from creating opportunities 

for crime.  The City supports state funding efforts to augment CPTED programs. 

 

 Funding and Assistance to Address Substance Abuse Crisis: Opioid-related overdoses are the 

most common cause of accidental death in Pierce County, taking more lives than traffic or 

firearm fatalities, due largely to increased use of fentanyl. Opioid deaths in Washington are 

growing most quickly among people ages 18-24.  The City supports additional resources and 

technical assistance from the state to help address the substance addiction crisis in cities. The 

City also encourages the state to direct funding for staffing; law enforcement assisted diversion; 
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alternative response programs, including co-responder teams; problem-solving courts; and 

diversion programs. 

 

 

Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault Prevention: 

 Surrender of Weapons: The City supports legislation requiring the surrender of firearms in cases 

involving domestic violence and sexual assault, including following conviction and related to 

orders for protection and no-contact orders.  

 

 Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault Prevention Programs and Services: The City supports 

funding for programs and services to support survivors of domestic violence and sexual assault 

and encourages the state to ensure there is ongoing funding for these services.  The City also 

supports funding for domestic violence and sexual assault prevention educational programs, 

such as teach-the-teacher programs. 

Fire 

 Support for Tacoma Fire Department (TFD), including the TFD Emergency Medical Services: The 

Tacoma Fire Department’s (TFD) call volume has increased by over 42% since 2006; of these, 80% 

are for Emergency Medical Services. TFD personnel provide essential services in dangerous and 

crisis situations. The City supports policies, programming, and resources that assist municipal fire 

departments to provide services and training, purchase technology and equipment, and address 

the mental health needs of first responders.  

 

 Support for Life Support Services: TFD provides Basic and Advanced Life Support Services for the 

community.  A significant portion of medical transportation costs are paid through the Medicaid 

program.  The City supports state-level efforts to ensure sufficient funding for these critical 

medical transportation costs is available despite any changes to the federal Medicaid program. 

 

 Battery Fires: Electric battery fires present distinct hazards for first responders, towing operators, 

and those handling post-fire materials. The City supports implementation of the 2025 Washington 

State Patrol recommendations to strengthen responder training, update safety and disposal 

protocols, and provide funding for specialized equipment and local preparedness.  

 

 

Housing and Homelessness 
 

Housing and homelessness are challenges affecting communities across the state and nation and 

addressing them requires both immediate action and long-term solutions. Since 2017, the City of 

Tacoma has operated under a Declaration of State of Public Health Emergency to respond to health and 
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safety concerns associated with growing encampments, extending the ordinance several times as 

conditions have evolved.  

  

The City has prioritized a comprehensive approach to housing and homelessness, recognizing that 

increasing the availability of affordable, diverse housing types is key to long-term solutions. Through 

initiatives like Home in Tacoma, the City is advancing policies and zoning changes that support more 

housing options, encourage thoughtful growth, and help prevent the displacement of longtime 

residents. The City The City’s priorities include expanding resources to meet the needs of unhoused 

community members, reducing unsanctioned encampments and their impacts, increasing permanent 

supportive housing, producing and preserving affordable housing, and preventing displacement.  

  

Tacoma also recognizes that housing and homelessness are regional challenges that require 
collaboration across jurisdictions. We are committed to working with local, regional, and federal 
partners to align policies and leverage resources to create lasting, systemic solutions.  
 

In support of these goals, the following are specific policy positions related to housing and 

homelessness:  

  
Housing  

 

 Housing Development and Land Use Regulations, Codes, and Policies: Housing issues within the 

state are not uniform across cities; therefore, there must be flexibility in legislation adopted to 

ensure cities are able to implement policies in ways that meet the local constraints and needs, 

as well as minimize displacement.  Consistent with this policy, the City supports the state’s 

efforts to increase density.  

 

 Transit-Oriented Development: The City has been a leader in planning for housing development 

and welcomes transit-oriented development. The City will be implementing House Bill 1491 

(2025) by the required deadline of December 31, 2029. The state can maximize the benefits of 

these forthcoming land use changes by allocating funding and incentives to support 

infrastructure, affordable housing, and public amenities in transit-oriented development areas.  

 Reducing Displacement: Many of the efforts to increase the housing supply impact the ability of 

individuals on limited incomes to remain housed, including seniors, renters, underserved 

communities, people with disabilities, and those on fixed incomes.  The City has adopted an 

Anti-Displacement Strategy which includes 21 policy and program actions to prevent and 

mitigate displacement of Tacoma residents from their homes and communities. The City 

supports policies to reduce displacement and provide opportunities for those on limited 

incomes to remain housed.  The City supports increased state funding for programs such as 

rental and housing assistance, home repairs for low-income homeowners, down payment 

assistance, mortgage assistance, relocation assistance, tenant legal counsel, and acquisition of 
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land or multifamily buildings in high-displacement areas will allow low-income Tacoma residents 

to stay in their homes and in their communities.  

 

 Implementation Support: The legislature has made significant changes to housing requirements 

during the past few years.  The City is also implementing housing policy adopted by the City 

Council, much of which is consistent with the state efforts.  The City requests the state allow 

time to implement the recently adopted planning and zoning changes consistent with 

comprehensive plan update schedules. Additionally, the City requests the state provide 

adequate time, and technical and financial support for land use and planning requirements. 

 

 Extreme Weather Response: Climate change is creating greater demand on public resources. 

Extreme weather events are becoming more frequent with climate change and are putting our 

most vulnerable at risk.  The City supports grant programs and other funding to support 

response to extreme weather conditions, including support to prepare and modify our buildings 

to keep residents safe during extreme weather events. 

 

 State Funding for Affordable Housing: The City of Tacoma lacks affordable housing.  37 percent 

of households in Tacoma pay at least 30 percent of their income on housing costs each month, 

reducing their ability to pay for other necessities. Since 2015, average rent in Tacoma has 

increased by 78 percent and home values increased by have increased 58 percent since 2018. In 

response to this urgent need, the City adopted the Affordable Housing Action Strategy  to guide 

its efforts to dramatically increase investments in new rental and homeownership opportunities 

and establish broader anti-displacement measures.  While this effort has resulted in an increase 

in affordable housing units, there is a significant demand that will continue to increase.  To 

further the City efforts to increase the supply of affordable housing the City supports increasing 

state funding for programs supporting the acquisition, construction, and operation of shelters, 

permanent supportive housing, and affordable housing, such as the Housing Trust Fund, rapid 

acquisition funding, establishing Housing Benefit Districts (HBDs), funding mechanisms that can 

assist with land banking for future affordable development, efforts to enhance home ownership 

opportunities, and the Connecting Housing to Infrastructure Program (CHIP). The City also 

supports efforts to provide incentives to developers to build affordable housing, including utility 

infrastructure incentives and other tools.  

 

 Expanding Homeownership Opportunities: Homeownership is the primary tool for building 

intergenerational wealth and an option to help people stay rooted in their communities. The 

City supports state efforts to enhance homeownership opportunities, especially among 

underserved communities through assistance to homebuyers, including downpayment 

assistance, expanding access to credit and counseling for homebuyers, and modifications to 

existing programs to support homeownership.  
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 Area Median Income Calculation: Many of the state’s housing programs utilize a percentage of 

area median income (AMI) to calculate eligibility. AMI is generally calculated using county data.  

However, the AMI for the City is significantly different from Pierce County as a whole. The City 

supports statutory changes, clarifications, and other state and federal efforts to allow AMI to be 

calculated by city, or metropolitan statistical area rather than by county. 

 

Homelessness Services 

 

 Funding for Shelters: The City has implemented a Homelessness Strategy to respond to the 

homelessness crisis.  The strategy includes implementation and operation of temporary shelters 

to address immediate needs while also encouraging development of affordable housing in our 

community as a long-term strategy to mitigate incidences of homelessness.  The City’s strategy 

is to transition from our current investment in shelter beds to deeper support of permanent 

and supportive housing as well as the intervention and stabilization services described in the 

strategy. The City supports state funding that can be utilized to maintain operations and to 

continue implementation of the strategy to move towards more permanent solutions for 

people experiencing homelessness.  The state funds should be equitably distributed to ensure 

that temporary and emergency shelters operated by the City receive funding to allow continued 

operations.  The City supports funding for programs and services to assist people experiencing 

homelessness, including mental health and substance use disorder treatment services.  

 

 Rights-of-Way : The City has adopted an ordinance regulating encampments on public property 

near shelter locations.  Any legislation adopted by the state should ensure this regulatory 

authority is maintained. The City supports ongoing funding for the partnership between the 

Washington State Department of Transportation (WSDOT) and the City of Tacoma to remove 

homeless encampments from rights-of-way, offer shelter to individuals experiencing 

homelessness, and undertake reclamation activities which includes graffiti abatement. 

 

 Recreational Vehicles: A growing issue is the number of people experiencing homelessness who 

are living in recreational vehicles (RVs) and, in some cases, individuals are renting the RVs from 

third parties.  There are many health and safety concerns associated with the RVs; however, 

there are unique challenges addressing RVs.  The City supports a statewide response to 

homelessness issues related to RVs given their potential impacts to the environment and 

transient nature that allows them to move between local jurisdictions making local enforcement 

more challenging. The City supports a statewide response that leads with compassion, 

prioritizes siting and services, and is consistent with the position and priorities of the Council. 

Additionally, the City supports review and modification of state laws and policies related to the 

disposal of abandoned or unused RVs that are not being used for habitation and are posing an 

environmental risk to reduce the barriers to disposal of these RVs.  

 

 

Rental Housing 
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 Rental Assistance and Tenant Protections: The City supports rental assistance and tenant 

protections to keep rents affordable and individuals housed.  

 

 Professional Civil Legal Assistance: The City supports funding for civil legal aid services for low-

income clients to prevent or mitigate risks of eviction. The City also supports legislation that 

limits the amount of time an eviction stays on an individual’s record. 

 Prior Criminal History: The City supports legislation that would ban discrimination against 

renters based on a prior criminal record.  

 

 

Infrastructure 

 

 Infrastructure Investments: The City supports state infrastructure investments aimed at 

reducing housing construction costs and accommodating growth. The City has embraced growth 

and increased density throughout its planning code. To successfully accommodate this growth, 

the City supports increased state resources for infrastructure such as sidewalks, street lighting, 

green spaces, electric vehicle charging stations, and other infrastructure integral to urban living. 

Additionally, investing funding in water, sewer, and stormwater infrastructure necessary to 

development can help offset rising housing construction costs to make housing more affordable. 

The City supports programs such as the Connecting Housing to Infrastructure grant program that 

direct state funding to these infrastructure needs, and expanded and reliable funding for the 

Public Works Assistance Account, allowing low-interest financing for local infrastructure 

projects.  

 

 Sidewalks: The City’s sidewalks are part of its transportation system and therefore it is 

important they are maintained in a safe usable condition. The City supports state policy and 

budget efforts that would assist the funding of construction and repair of sidewalks city-wide, 

including allowing for a sidewalk utility or service charge. 

 

 

Jobs 
 

A City goal is that Tacoma be a growing economy where residents can find livable wage jobs in key 

industry sectors and for Tacoma to be a place of choice for employers, professionals, and new 

graduates. To achieve these goals, the City has prioritized workforce development and increasing the 

number of livable wage jobs in Tacoma.  The City also prioritizes increasing the number of small and 

medium-sized businesses surviving and thriving in the City, including increasing business ownership 

among historically underrepresented communities, and fostering a greater array of the types of small 

businesses that call Tacoma home. 

 

In furtherance of these objectives, the following are specific policy positions related to jobs: 
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Livable Wage Jobs: Tacoma has established alignment between the City and the local workforce 

development board, allowing us to braid funding across initiatives to increase impact while leveraging 

the expertise of the private sector, labor, and technical colleges that make up the workforce board, with 

the goal of increasing the pool of skilled workers who can compete for high-wage jobs. The state should 

encourage and support similar programs. The City supports additional assistance for local workforce 

efforts including, but not limited to: 

 

 Skills Training: Support for upskilling/reskilling workers to meet the evolving demands of emerging 

industries and workforce gaps, including training for veterinary students to address workforce 

shortages restricting the delivery of veterinary medical services. The City supports efforts to expand 

skills training access to underserved areas, such as the Eastside Skills and Training Center.  

 

 Apprenticeship Programs: Support for apprentice, pre-apprentice programs, and other workforce 

development programs. 

 

 Cross-Sector Partnerships: Support for cross-sector initiatives involving labor, business, workforce 

providers, governments, education, and training entities to develop strategies prepare workers for 

high-wage jobs.  

 

 Barriers to Employment: Support for programs that remove barriers to employment for vulnerable 

populations, including barriers to employment for refugees and immigrants.  

 

 

Economic Development Tools and Supports: To achieve the City’s goals for the economy and workforce, 

there must be support for large and small businesses, and increased economic development tools and 

supports.  The City supports strategies and partnerships that advance these areas including, but not 

limited to, the following: 

 

 Small and Medium-Sized Businesses: Funding and policies that support small and medium-sized 

businesses, including subsidies and incubators to support disadvantaged businesses struggling with 

rising market-rate rents and workforce challenges. 

 

 Small Business Technical Assistance: Funding and policies that provide technical assistance and 

financial literacy programs to assist small businesses in accessing capital and available grants. 

 

 Economic Development Tools: Expanding and creating economic development tools, including 

expanding commercial and industrial development tools. 

 

 Advanced Manufacturing and Emerging Industries: Building on the City’s Economic Development 

Strategy, Tacoma supports the siting and expansion of manufacturing, research, and development 

activities that create high-quality, tradable-sector jobs in next-generation industries. The City also 

supports the strategic use of manufacturing tax incentives to attract new investment and accelerate 

growth in these sectors.  
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 Future-Focused Job Growth: Expand opportunities in growing sectors such as renewable energy, 

urban forestry, natural stormwater management, urban agriculture, and green technology. These 

efforts will strengthen Tacoma’s economy, support innovation, and ensure that residents in 

historically underserved neighborhoods have access to quality jobs in these emerging fields.  

 

 Career Pathways: Establishing career pathways to livable wage jobs in the community, including 

identifying apprenticeship opportunities to support the public sector.  The City supports policy and 

funding for Fellowship programs like the Strickland Engineer Pathways Academic Fellowship that 

provide accessible pathways for local students in STEM fields from high school to college to 

employment in engineering-related careers with the City.   

 

 Interstate Licensure Compacts: Adopting additional interstate licensure compacts and policy 

changes to expedite and ease the occupational licensing process for military spouses. 

 

 Opportunity Zones: Opportunity Zones provide a tax incentive for investors to re-invest their 

unrealized capital gains into dedicated Opportunity Funds, as an encouragement for long-term 

investments in economically distressed communities.  The City supports efforts to maximize 

Opportunity Zones in the City and their impacts. 

 

Advancing Workforce Opportunity: It is critical to support, expand, and strengthen workforce 

development activities, including retraining for emerging industry sectors, by ensuring fair access and 

maximum participation for all individuals. We emphasize building comprehensive and effective 

programs that connect every individual with the skills needed to succeed in high-demand, high-wage 

careers, thereby fostering a highly skilled and competitive workforce.  

 

 Cannabis Industry: The City supports efforts such as providing technical and financial assistance to 

reduce barriers to entry for all individuals in the industry and help new businesses thrive. 

 

 

Access 
 

A key City goal is to ensure that all residents are treated fairly and have access to essential services, 

community facilities, and opportunities for financial stability. The City is committed to using data to 

guide decisions, direct resources, and develop strategies that close gaps in access and improve 

outcomes for residents. This approach also informs how the City prioritizes investments — including 

expanding language access, improving transportation and mobility options, and ensuring that services 

reach the communities that need them most.  

 

In furtherance of these objectives, the following are specific policy positions related to access: 
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Community Empowerment: The City would like to work in partnership with the legislature to advance 

reforms that address the disparate impacts of systems and institutions on underserved communities.  

The City supports statewide policies that empower these communities: 

 Washington Future Fund: The City supports programs and funding that will help to close 

generational wealth gaps.  

 

 Guaranteed Income: Many Tacoma families struggle with financial instability. Tacoma launched 

a guaranteed income pilot program in 2021, Growing Resilience in Tacoma (GRIT), which 

granted 100 needy families a monthly, no-strings attached payment. The City supports a state 

guaranteed income program to stabilize needy families and interrupt cycles of poverty, including 

funding to extend the local GRIT program for an additional biennium. It is important that the 

guaranteed income policy proposals include specific language that mitigates any impact the 

additional income may have on the recipient’s eligibility for other public assistance programs. 

 

 Election Reform: The City supports legislation that increases voter participation, including 

supporting the option for jurisdictions to choose whether local elections are conducted on odd 

or even years, and the option to choose whether to utilize ranked choice voting.  The City 

supports efforts to maintain and improve vote-by-mail elections. 

 

 People with Disabilities: The City encourages policies to support individuals with disabilities, 

including non-apparent disabilities, to ensure access to services and opportunities and to 

provide equal opportunities, independence, empowerment, integration and inclusion.  The City 

also supports policy options to enhance and incentivize employment options for people with 

disabilities. 
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 College Promise: The City supports efforts to create a college promise program that links 

already existing state-level financial aid and guaranteed admissions programs, and that 

addresses non-tuition cost barriers and incentivizes postsecondary enrollment and persistence 

through direct cash assistance, as well as investing in student navigation assistance. 

 Community Reinvestment: The legislature previously set aside funding into the Community 

Reinvestment Account to invest in communities disproportionately harmed by the historical 

design and enforcement of state and federal criminal laws and penalties. This initial investment 

represents the first steps to begin addressing racial, economic, and social disparities within 

communities, but continued investments are needed to broaden the reach and to impact the 

long-term economic benefits of the program. The City supports continued funding into the 

Community Reinvestment Account to promote long-term benefits in the form of community 

healing, new jobs, home ownership, job retention, increased personal wealth, and higher 

incomes.   

 Childcare: Access to childcare is important to Tacoma residents.  The City supports funding and 

policies to expand access to affordable, quality childcare and preschool, including universal Pre-

Kindergarten, as well as early childhood mental health services. The City also supports state 

efforts to expand quality childcare in underserved areas and for people in the building and 

construction trades. 

 

 Access to Food and Services: The City supports the state in developing solutions to ensure there 

is food and pharmacy access in all neighborhoods. 

 

Arts and Cultural: Tacoma Creates is a voter-approved initiative to increase access to arts, culture, 

heritage, and science experiences throughout Tacoma by reducing barriers to access and expanding 

offerings, particularly for underserved youth.   

 

 Cultural Access Washington: The City supports advocating for Cultural Access Washington 

legislation adoption and expansion beyond Tacoma Creates. The City supports funding and 

policies to increase access to arts, culture, heritage, and science experiences.  

 

 Arts and Creative Economy: The City supports state funding and policies that support growth of 

the arts and creative economy. 
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Transportation and Infrastructure: The City is strategically guiding investment to develop a safe, 

accessible, and multimodal transportation system that prioritizes safety, sustainability, and public health 

while focusing resources to serve the historically underserved communities that depend most heavily on 

accessible infrastructure. The City has prioritized safety, including committing to Vision Zero and the 

goal of eliminating traffic fatalities and severe injuries in the City of Tacoma by 2035.  

 Transportation Network: The City is dedicated to building out a local transportation network 

that supports all modes and is well-maintained and safe. As such, the City supports: 

o Increased funding and local revenue options, including toll revenues to maintain and 

preserve local bridges, roadways, ferries, sidewalks, parks, and trails. 

o Policies and investments that facilitate accessible transit, bicycle, and pedestrian 

infrastructure and access. 

o Timely delivery of projects funded in the 2015 Connecting Washington and 2022 Move 

Ahead Washington transportation packages, including the Puget Sound Gateway, 

Puyallup Avenue Complete Streets Project, HOV lanes on I-5 from 38th to Joint Base 

Lewis McChord, the Tacoma to Puyallup Trail, and Schuster Parkway Promenade. 

o State partnership to respond to the worsening conditions of the Fishing Wars Memorial 

Bridge if the seeks funding to assist the replacement of the bridge. 

o State funding to allocate funds to Marine View Drive and the Hosmer Transportation 

Corridor to improve the safety of each.  

o Policies and investments that support the modernization of short line railroads, 

including the establishment of a rail modernization tax credit. 

o Increased state funding and policy efforts to improve traffic safety outcomes consistent 

with the Vision Zero Plan approved by the City Council in 2022. 

 

 

 Access: The City supports efforts to ensure access to transportation, including wheelchair 

accessible rideshare opportunities, and increased funding to make Americans with Disabilities 

Act (ADA) improvements, such as sidewalk ramps.  

 

 City Authority: The City opposes legislation that infringes on the City’s ability to manage and 

maintain the right-of-way, such as proposals mandating telecommunications infrastructure or 

micro-trenching. 
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 Transportation System Revenue Source: The City supports efforts to replace the fuel tax with a 

new revenue source, such as a road usage charge, to support the maintenance and operation of 

the state and local transportation network. In recognition that the transportation system is a 

state and local responsibility, funds from a new revenue source should be shared between state 

and local governments.  

 

 Transportation and Infrastructure Funding: The City supports ongoing and increased funding 

for transportation and freight mobility grant opportunities including grants that have historically 

been offered through the Transportation Improvement Board (TIB), the Freight Mobility 

Strategic Investment Board (FMSIB), WSDOT Bicycle and Pedestrian Program, and the Safe 

Routes to Schools Program, and the Climate Commitment Act. 

 

Telecommunications 

 

 Digital Access: The City supports and encourages efforts to increase digital access including 

access to low-cost internet service, affordable computers, and digital literacy training resources.  

 

 High Speed Broadband: The City supports the extension of pandemic-era initiatives including 

the Affordable Connectivity Program to promote broadband access in qualified low-income 

households, including 38,000 eligible households in Tacoma. 

 

 

 

Health 
 

The health of Tacoma residents includes physical and behavioral health, including both mental health 

and substance use disorders; however, it also includes other factors that impact the health and well-

being of residents, including environmental and safety issues.  The Council prioritizes improving health 

outcomes in these various areas and reducing disparities.  

 

In furtherance of these objectives, the following are specific policy positions related to health that 

impact the physical and behavioral health of residents, as well as the health of the environment: 

 

Physical and Behavioral Health 

 

 Access to Community-Based Behavioral Health Services: The City supports creating greater 

access to community-based behavioral health services to include substance use disorder, mental 

health, and dual diagnosis treatment facilities.  

o Opioid Crisis: Given the significant impacts of opioid and fentanyl use, the City 
supports additional funding for services and supports to address opioid use, 
including fentanyl.  
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o Effective Behavioral Health Treatment. The City supports efforts to significantly 
enhance treatment efficacy and patient outcomes by extending Medicaid 
coverage to at least 10 days for withdrawal management. 

 

 988: The City supports the continued utilization and integration of the 988 Suicide & Crisis 

Lifeline and the need to develop a robust system to triage, provide rapid response, follow-up 

services, as well as to coordinate 911, law enforcement, and behavioral health.   

 

 Behavioral Health Workforce: The City encourages the legislature to advance policies and 

funding that support a behavioral health workforce. This includes reducing the barriers posed by 

regulations and certifications on workforce entry into behavioral and medical health fields 

without improperly impacting quality of care, and investing in local workforce development 

systems to directly support upskilling and reskilling workers on behalf of behavioral healthcare 

providers. 

 

 Programs to Support Vulnerable Populations: The City supports funding for programs that serve 

our most vulnerable populations, including Housing & Essential Needs (HEN) and Aged, Blind, 

and Disabled (ABD) Cash Assistance Program.  The City also supports state efforts to provide 

services, including street medicine for vulnerable populations.  

 

 Apple Health And SNAP: The City supports state efforts to preserve and sustain critical state 

programs in the face of reductions in federal funding, including backfilling key programs such as 

food assistance, Medicaid, behavioral health, and other programs integral to the state’s social 

safety net.  

 

 

Environment 

Tacoma has declared a climate emergency and adopted a Tacoma Climate Action Plan and Green 

Economic Development Strategy.  The City supports continuing efforts to take bold steps to advance 

transformative climate policies and support of those emerging industries that further the goals of the 

City’s policies.  As the state leads the nation in making this transition, the City encourages the state to 

recognize that historically underrepresented, underserved, and vulnerable communities are expected to 

experience the first and worst impacts of climate change. The state should equitably support these 

communities.  

The City supports efforts that will improve the health of our environment and align with the City’s 

climate action goals including, but not limited to, the following: 

 State Funding for Local Climate Efforts: The City supports continuation of the Climate 

Commitment Act. The City requests the state to support local strategies toward decarbonization 

and reducing greenhouse gas emissions.  The City encourages the state to allocate a portion of 

the funding generated through the Climate Commitment Act to cities for activities and projects 

identified in locally developed Climate Action Plans. The City also supports continuing, and 
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increasing, investments into accounts that support local efforts to address the reduction of 

greenhouse gas emissions, including the Carbon Emissions Reduction Act (CERA), the Climate 

Investment Account (CIA), and the Air Quality & Health Disparities Improvement Account 

(AQHDIA). The City supports efforts to assist tree canopy programs consistent with the policies 

implemented by the City.  The City also supports state grants related to tree inventories, tree 

canopy assessments, urban forestry plans, and funding for tree maintenance efforts.  

 

 Local Health and Opportunity: The City recognizes that areas designated as Opportunity Zones 

and other economically distressed communities are often disproportionately impacted by poor 

air quality, which affects the health and workforce productivity of residents. The City supports 

state programs to drive the deployment of clean air technologies and modern infrastructure 

within these key economic areas. We encourage state efforts that ensure these investments 

lead to measurable public health improvements and create local jobs by ensuring full parity in 

accessing new technologies and infrastructure upgrades.  

 

 Electric Vehicles: The City encourages the state to support funding for vehicle and bicycle 

electrification, including continuing to offer the e-bike incentive program with additional 

funding.  The City supports efforts to support zero emissions truck program to provide equitable 

access to heavy duty electric trucks and high speed truck charging to ensure highly impacted 

communities in Tacoma benefit from the Climate Commitment Act. The City supports state 

funding related to establishing electric vehicle charging stations, including accessible vehicle 

charging stations, and related necessary infrastructure improvements. 

 

 Climate Adaptation: The City encourages policies and investments that support the City in 

preparing for the changes occurring due to climate change, including intensifying rainfall events, 

extreme heat and wildfire smoke such as heat pump installation and development of resilience 

centers. Additionally, sea level rise is a significant concern for our shoreline habitat and 

vulnerable infrastructure and will need investments to protect these assets.  

 

 Carbon: The City encourages policies and investments that reduce the carbon intensity of new 

and existing buildings, including expanding energy efficiency, electrification through heat 

pumps, green building standards, upgrades to public buildings, and other measures. The City 

supports utilizing a greater portion of the Climate Commitment Act funding to support 

decarbonization efforts. 

 

 Investments to Improve Fish Passage and Water Quality: The City encourages investments in 

local culvert and stormwater projects to improve fish passage and water quality. 

 

 Reuse and Recycling: The City encourages policies and investments that prevent waste and 

create opportunities for reuse and recycling markets, including extended producer responsibility 

and product stewardship models. 
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 Tree Impact Fees: The City supports efforts to provide incentives to developers for tree 

preservation and planting, such as tree impact fees or reductions to impact fees related to 

trees.     

 

 Asarco Smelter Plume and Soil Contaminants: The City encourages continuing to fund the 

Department of Ecology’s program to address legacy contamination from the Asarco smelter 

plume in Tacoma, as well as increased notification to homebuyers purchasing a property within 

the area impacted by the smelter plume, as well as notification to homebuyers for other soil 

contaminants such as pesticide residue from former apple orchards. 

 

 Parks Rx: The City supports efforts to incentivize access to nature and wellness programs by 

creating partnerships among health providers and park systems to improve physical and mental 

health outcomes such as Parks Rx, legislation supported by Parks Tacoma and The Tacoma 

Pierce County Health Department. 

 

 Reducing Air Pollution from Local Production Facilities. The City supports legislative efforts to 

provide cities with more authority to address nuisances or complaints regarding perceived 

nuisances from production facilities in their jurisdiction. The City also supports efforts to place 

restrictions on certain types of facilities, such as based on their location and the population of 

the jurisdiction.   

 

 Environmental Support for Businesses: The City supports state efforts to provide protections 

and assistance for business lessees and owners related to grease interceptor systems, including 

requirements to share information, lease supports, and environmental facilities upgrade grants. 

It is also important that the work to address environmental impacts are based on science and data, 

including, but not limited to the following issues:  

 Nutrients: Ensure that policies and requirements that are intended to protect the health of the 

Puget Sound, such as with the Department of Ecology’s regulation of wastewater treatment 

plant nutrients, are based in science and that the state works with, and supports, the City to 

improve practices based on science. 

 

 Biosolids: Ensure that environmentally friendly programs, such as the City’s TAGRO “Tacoma 

Grow” products, are supported and preserved.  

 

Additional Policy Positions 
 

Fiscal Issues 

 State-Shared Revenue: Cities provide many services residents rely upon including 

transportation, affordable housing, and public safety. These services need to expand each year 

due to population growth, aging infrastructure, and changing community needs. Cities rely on 
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state-shared revenue funds to assist in continuing to provide these critical public services.  The 

City supports efforts to protect and enhance state-shared revenues, including but not limited to 

liquor taxes, cannabis excise taxes, and the Municipal Criminal Justice Assistance Account. 

 

 Capital Improvements: The City requests the state to support City efforts to achieve capital 

improvements to City property aligned with the Facility Advisory Committee report.  The City 

also supports an increase in the Library Capital Improvement Program.  

 

 Fiscal Sustainability: In addition to the increase in service needs, revenues are fluctuating and 

the City is anticipating a reduction in revenue. To assist with providing critical public service 

needs, the City supports legislation that protect or increase the City’s authority and ability to 

raise revenue, including but not limited to increasing the 1% property tax limit and ensuring 

there are not restrictions on the City’s authority to impose a local business and occupation 

(B&O) tax and business license requirements. Additionally, the City supports legislation that 

clarifies that the city can collect B&O tax on royalties.  

 

The City supports efforts to review and revise both state and local tax structures such that they 

rely less on regressive revenue options. Changes to the state tax structure should not negatively 

impact cities’ revenue authority and should allow cities revenue flexibility to address their 

community’s needs. 

 

 Retirement Investments: The City operates its own retirement program for city employees, as 

well as the city’s LEOFF 1 retirement program.  The City is opposed to any proposal that requires 

the City to cede these operations to the Washington State Investment Board, that transfers 

reserves out of the programs or otherwise negatively impacts the operations.  

 

 State Infrastructure Bank: The City supports the creation of a state-sponsored financing 

cooperative option that provides low-interest (less than market rate) public infrastructure 

financing specifically targeting urban areas to support the creation and retention of livable wage 

jobs. 

 

 Participatory Budgeting: The City of Tacoma has piloted Participatory Budgeting and achieved 

great success in engaging thousands of community members. The City supports state efforts to 

increase participation in civic and community building through direct budget decision-making. 

 

 

Planning 

 Local Control: The City prioritizes public input and community engagement in local decision-

making.  The state should honor local decision-making authority and the public processes that 

support the local decision-making. The City opposes preemption, particularly in areas the City 

currently has ordinances in place such as in the area of adult entertainment establishments.  
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 Growth Management Act (GMA) Reform: The City supports the objective of the Growth 

Management Act (GMA) to focus growth in urban centers.  The City recognizes that additional 

changes are needed to the Act to ensure its effectiveness in spurring growth near infrastructure 

and avoiding unintended consequences. The City supports proposals that further facilitate 

annexations, growth within urban centers, and provides dedicated planning funding to local 

jurisdictions to implement any new policies or responsibilities.  

 

 Annexation: The City encourages the state to consider policies that address the financial 

challenges involved with annexations, including the funding needed to upgrade infrastructure in 

newly annexed areas. 

 

 Transfer of State Obligations: The City supports statutes and practices that provide sufficient 

input and controls over the obligations and responsibilities created for the City with the transfer 

of property from the state.  This includes when the state transfers obligations to the City, such 

as the transfer of portions of state highway to City responsibility. 

 

 Local Planning Implementation: The City supports state efforts to assist local jurisdictions 

implement planning processes including but not limited to the Tideflats Subarea Planning 

Project in Tacoma. This may include brownfields, transportation studies, or infrastructure 

investment.  

General Government  

 Public Disclosure, Participation, and Transparency: The City supports providing protections for 

municipal employees to the same extent as those provided to state employees. The City 

supports exploring ways to reduce the impact of abusive public records requests and litigation 

while maintaining transparency. The City also supports expanded opportunities for public 

comment and participation in public meetings when done in a manner that the city can 

implement efficiently and cost-effectively.  

 Protecting Library Workers: Tacoma Public Libraries supports protecting library employees in 

the same manner as all public sector employees.  

 

 Challenges to Intellectual Freedom: Tacoma Public Libraries opposes legislation that restricts 

intellectual freedom. The City support ensuring access to a wide range of materials, free of 

charge, through our public library system.   

 

 Liability: The City supports protecting against liability expansion and new policies that would 

drive additional claims and litigation increasing costs, especially in the area of public works, law 

enforcement, and public safety.  The City opposes legislation that would negatively impact the 

City’s self-insurance program. 

 

 Public Works Contract Thresholds: The City supports state modifications to public works 

contract thresholds that provide the City with flexibility. 
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Immigration and Detention 

 

 Immigration: The City supports policies that allow Tacoma’s immigrant community to feel safe, 

secure, and welcomed in the state.  

 Detention: The City supports policies that ensure the health, safety, and welfare of individuals 

detained in detention facilities located in the City. The City supports policies that limit expansion 

of any private facilities.  

 Support for Health, Safety, and Welfare of Individuals Detained at the NWIPC: The City 

supports ensuring the health, safety, and welfare of individuals in the NWIPC are protected, as 

well as legislation that impacts sharing of information or individuals being placed in the facility 

consistent with the position of the City Council. 

Other Issues: 

 City Codes and Policies: Ensure that state laws and policies are consistent with, or allow for the 

continuation of, policies adopted by the Council in areas that impact residents of the City of 

Tacoma including, but not limited to, electric fences, control of rights-of-way, clean energy sites, 

and animals. 

 

 Events and Venues: The City operates venues, including the Tacoma Dome, and hosts events 

that attract tourism and economic benefits to Tacoma and Pierce County that are important to 

the region. The City supports efforts to improve transparency but opposes additional state 

regulations that will negatively impact the venues' operations.  

 

 Youth School Enrollment: Many young people did not return to school when in-person learning 

resumed following COVID.  The City supports efforts to obtain and review the data on the youth 

who did not return to school and implement programs to re-engage these youth and provide 

appropriate services. 

 

 Psilocybin Substances: The City encourages the legislature to consider decriminalizing psilocybin 

substances in light of the growing research indicating potential medical uses for the substances 

and the number of local jurisdictions and states that are decriminalizing the substance.  

 

 Litter and Graffiti: Litter, trash, and graffiti are concerns that exist beyond the issues related to 

homelessness.  Yearly litter accumulation rates per acre are highest on urban freeway on-ramps 

and off-ramps. The City supports the state increasing its efforts to address litter, trash, and 

graffiti in areas that are its responsibility including, but not limited to, freeway on-ramps and off-

ramps, and in rights-of-way areas. The City also supports funding for City cleanup efforts in 

these areas.  The City encourages the state to provide additional resources for abatement of 

unsolicited graffiti, particularly on rights-of way inside city jurisdictions, including review of and 

expanding the state litter. Additionally, the City supports state efforts to create murals and local 

art on blank walls along the freeway and rights-of-way to discourage graffiti. 
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