
 
WEEKLY REPORT TO THE CITY COUNCIL 

 
October 9, 2025 

 
Members of the City Council 
City of Tacoma, Washington 
 
Dear Mayor and Council Members:  
 
ITEMS OF INTEREST 
 

1. Council Member Hines provides the attached Council Action Memorandum requesting an 
Ordinance to amend Title 8 of the Municipal Code, relating to camping and storage of personal 
belongings on public property. 

 
2. Tacoma Interim Police Chief Jackson provides the attached Weekly Crime Report.  

 
3. Please see the attached City of Tacoma Weekly Meeting Schedule. 

 
4. City Manager’s Office Constituent Relations Analyst Karyssa Mathison provides the attached 

Constituent Intake Report.  
 

5. City-funded Temporary and Emergency Shelter Performance: The City posts weekly 
information about its Temporary and Emergency Shelter locations including current census, 
number of available beds, and exits to housing. This information can be found at: 
https://cms.tacoma.gov/ncs/weeklydataupdate.pdf and is updated weekly. 

Pierce County Human Services also uses the Homeless Management Information System to 
report daily availability throughout Pierce County. This information can be found at: 
https://www.piercecountywa.gov/8220/Homeless-Emergency-Shelter-Availability and shows 
the available beds open at shelters and is updated Monday - Friday by 10:00 a.m. 

6. Encampment Outreach: For the week of September 29 - October 3, 2025, the HEAL team 
visited 36 locations.  This resulted in 71 (39 new, and 32 repeat) individuals contacted and 
referred to community services; 5 individuals accepted shelter placement. This information can 
be found at: HEAL Team Engagement Dashboard | Tacoma Open Data.  

 
7.  Amy Clancy, Media and Communications Director shares the “Good News” below.  

 
• Explore nature on a hike through one of Tacoma’s beautiful parks with a friendly and 

knowledgeable Parks Tacoma guide! You can learn about birds, plant safety, and 
even bring your little one on most adventures. Learn more at:  
https://www.parkstacoma.gov/park-guides/.  

 

https://cms.tacoma.gov/ncs/weeklydataupdate.pdf
https://www.piercecountywa.gov/8220/Homeless-Emergency-Shelter-Availability
https://data.tacoma.gov/apps/9518ca70852247a591d3850022d8764a/explore
https://www.facebook.com/MetroParksTacoma?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVUcSVD1gwClveYM4iNxnuiJkJlI34r5zupIRqVOe2_-Ult9Y0ouWWeGE4P2SGbGltkzjudFwSnU3F5jPHUMyc3qTTL1gFzWsLDOsvj02i5BWc7BapTmFV9E0CoCBGInq0EetBxyDbeW8_oMFCB_CVy76HY-YwJ-Ht6vOZ1-ZOEgGOu4MUHtcX8WRFmcolgfeWLhshlFD0rBdgx9YMF6wfL&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.parkstacoma.gov/park-guides/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExTVJRUnkzeWtZTnludTA3ZwEeJnIIv1yp9zmN1Gjyk_EAx9jQroHVhssCz0oENhlA2URLW-ThUDBOr71yCtg_aem_1Rcu2ec-kTIogCfxfeH-wg
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• I-705 Ramp Closure Update: The southbound on-ramps from Stadium Way and 

Schuster Parkway to I-705 will remain closed approximately until early-November. 
What’s being done: new cement concrete overlay, upgraded bridge deck expansion 
joints, a new crash attenuator for added safety, general ramp repairs and safety 
upgrades. 

 
• Walk and Roll to School Kits Available: Our friends at Tacoma Mobility are 

offering free kits for schools who host Walk and Roll to School events in October. 
The kit has cool stickers, yard signs, and more. Register your event at least one 
week in advance to get your kit while supplies last at: tacoma.gov/walkandroll. 

 
• Tacoma Environmental Services would like your feedback on EnviroTalk, the print 

newsletter that is distributed three times per year to single-family residents in 
Tacoma. Take the brief survey by October 31, 2025, to let them know how they can 
shape the newsletter to better serve you.  More information can be found at: 
EnviroTalk Newsletter | City of Tacoma.  
 

• There’s still time to sign up to participate for a day of environmental stewardship at 
Green Tacoma Day! On October 11, 2025, people from across Tacoma will come 
together at 13 different sites to participate in clean-up and restoration work. These 
events are open to all ages and skill levels.  More information can be found at: 
Green Tacoma Day - Annual Day of Service | City of Tacoma.  

 
• Tacoma Fire Dept: It's time to tally how many incidents TFD responded to in 

September.  Fires: 257, Medical: 3,384, Other: 633 Total calls in September: 4,274.  
Check it out at; https://www.facebook.com/share/v/16WtLd5Psj/ 
 

• Tacoma Police Dept: How many calls for service did we receive in September, 
check it out at; https://www.facebook.com/share/v/1ANi5K18vz/.  

 
• Pothole Palooza is underway! Last week, Council Member Hines visited South 

19th Street where the westbound curb lane was being replaced from Summit 
Avenue to South Pearl Street.  On October 3, 2025, Council Member Sarah 
Rumbaugh joined the Pothole Palooza site on Norpoint Way NE / Point Woodworth, 
where the northbound curb lane is being replaced.   

 
To see what else Street Operations and Phil the pothole are working on during 
Pothole Palooza, which lasts through October 13, 2025, visit 
tacoma.gov/potholes.  You can report a pothole in your neighborhood through 
Tacoma FIRST 311 Customer Support Center by dialing 311 within Tacoma city 
limits, (253) 591-5000 from anywhere else, or by visiting tacoma.gov/311.  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/904607916266042
http://tacoma.gov/walkandroll
https://tacoma.gov/government/departments/environmental-services/envirotalk/
https://tacoma.gov/government/departments/environmental-services/stormwater/open-space-program/green-tacoma-day/
https://www.facebook.com/share/v/16WtLd5Psj/
https://www.facebook.com/share/v/1ANi5K18vz/
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Ftacoma.gov%2Fpotholes%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExUXA0Umd3dzRCR1JlVkhUeQEeIk9dC-KCU1yLOyM9PdzDvSSHuFYcvAOmNRFX0iuTb-lQcSrlNULmf2iL4iI_aem_nsann2h2DZj9CGyfE6i2Mg&h=AT2otY2dZf2zxcz1FjD5On6_RxX9Z_dMUB1TfFnJ0hAr_IK9oJIBdezLh3g9r-kpoDAzYpAAYOuhQbyEIR5X_lzARnws835FJ1UPMWJQdg-6C92UnnyOIanXSzWRgPgbKNL21T70mpTGKA&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5b0%5d=AT3suimhX8bHXRcYRBOkPrti962pXF9puYWYkq_I1ETn63AUuDVirqJvl1cFZCqmLNsXKJMSaEI43Vn84v3jPJG_tgDOyRB_vfz8CoNQoNWbNAje3mgdMfb6stWukASMXDIEFInfmZQxIEKb8scVUz2N66MVNtoprDw9qig9uqTVCwh92aazZOyxn6Ebe-8
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Ftacoma.gov%2F311%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExUXA0Umd3dzRCR1JlVkhUeQEezBHQTXEmOXUl4DP3JSErYBHz0H4MrBmqbW5NjLGmfysXm443O8Xcu5IGN9k_aem_Who6RQHS2-SJ4r2BzDTIlg&h=AT2Jjs4wxOqsWSqH-wSsuZCJQhVmUsjnvodbiBcRD5GZqSWe_xkTDbh9t15cbyoxqRWfNaSActq3ErkHUBiKRieslrZ_JXh1sBUyu5b56Qe4eVekCudkecphmTdpvg1VmJYKgTxQBygYaA&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5b0%5d=AT3suimhX8bHXRcYRBOkPrti962pXF9puYWYkq_I1ETn63AUuDVirqJvl1cFZCqmLNsXKJMSaEI43Vn84v3jPJG_tgDOyRB_vfz8CoNQoNWbNAje3mgdMfb6stWukASMXDIEFInfmZQxIEKb8scVUz2N66MVNtoprDw9qig9uqTVCwh92aazZOyxn6Ebe-8
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STUDY SESSION / WORK SESSION 
 

8. The City Council Study Session of Tuesday, October 14, 2025, will be conducted as a 
hybrid meeting. This meeting can be attended in-person at the Tacoma Municipal Building, 
Council Chambers, located at 747 Market Street on the 1st floor or be heard by dialing (253) 
215 – 8782 or through Zoom at: www.zoom.us/j/89496171192 and entering the meeting ID 
894 9617 1192; passcode 89659 when prompted. This meeting will be broadcast on TV 
Tacoma.  

 
The City Council Study Session discussion items will include; (1) State and Federal 
Legislative Agenda; (2) University of Washington Street Vacation Wavier; (3) Interim City 
Manager Workplan Update; (4) Other Items of Interest: Larchmont Community 
Schoolyard Project & Amending Title 8 of the Tacoma Municipal Code, Relating to 
Camping and Storage of Personal Belongings on Public Property; (5) Committee 
Reports; (6)  Agenda Review & City Manager’s Weekly Report; (7) Executive Session – 
Pending and Potential Litigation. 
 
On our first agenda item, staff from the Government Relations department will provide a 
briefing on the proposed state and federal general government policy positions and 
legislative priorities for the 2026 legislative session. 
 
On our second agenda item, staff from Public Works will provide a briefing on the University 
of Washington street vacation waiver.  
 
On our third agenda item, Interim City Manager Hyun Kim provide the Mayor and Council an 
update of his City Manager workplan. 
 
Under other items of interest, the following items will be discussed: 
 

• Council Action Memorandum – Amending Title 8 of the Tacoma Municipal Code, 
Relating to Camping and Storage of Personal Belonging on Public Property 
[Council Member Hines] 

 
• Council Consideration Request – A Resolution Authorizing a Council Contingency 

fund expenditure of $32,380.44 in support of the Larchmont Community Schoolyard 
Project [Council Member Bushnell] 

 
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 
 

9. The City Council Committee of the Whole on Tuesday, October 14, 2025, will be 
conducted as a hybrid meeting. This meeting can be attended in-person at the Tacoma 
Municipal Building, Council Chambers, located at 747 Market Street on the 1st floor or be heard 
by dialing (253) 215 – 8782 or through Zoom at: www.zoom.us/j/89496171192 and entering 
the meeting ID 894 9617 1192; passcode 89659 when prompted. This meeting will be 
broadcast on TV Tacoma.  

 
 

http://www.zoom.us/j/89496171192
http://www.zoom.us/j/89496171192
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Discussion items will include: 

• 2025 – 2026 Mid-Biennium Budget Modifications

10. The updated Tentative City Council Forecast and Consolidated Standing Committee
Calendars are attached for your information.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS

11. You are invited to the below events:

• Tacoma Arts Month Invitation: This October, the community and City Council
Members are invited to join the celebration of Tacoma Arts Month, with opportunities
to experience the creativity and vibrancy of our community firsthand. Council and
community members can also explore dozens of neighborhood events,
performances, and exhibitions throughout the month. To find arts experiences
happening in your district, visit the Tacoma Arts Month Events Calendar at
TacomaArtsMonth.org. Highlights include:

o Tacoma Studio Tour: October 11 – 12, 11:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m., locations all
over Tacoma, with over 100 artists citywide.

o Arts at the Armory November:  15 – 16, 2025, 11:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.,
Tacoma Armory, 310 South 9th Street, Tacoma, WA 98402.

• The City, in collaboration with the Green Tacoma Partnership, is celebrating
Green Tacoma Day and Arbor Day: October 11, 2025, 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
This year 11 organizations are hosting 13 different sites throughout the City and
greater Tacoma area. The Green Tacoma Partnership is celebrating 20 years of
community stewardship, engagement, and education in Tacoma’s urban green
spaces! For more information, event details, and registration link, please visit
greentacomaday.org.

• Hosmer Trunk or Treat: October 31, 2025, Kaiser Permenate Steele Street
Medical Center, 9509 South Steet Street. Tacoma, WA 98444.  The Tacoma
Police Department is partnering with the Southend Neighborhood Council, Sage
Investment Group and Hosmer Business Association to bring you our 3rd Annual
Hosmer Trunk or Treat. The goal is to provide a place for families to enjoy a Trunk or
Treat Event that is safe, full of fun and filled with festivities. For more event details,
please email senco253@gmail.com or bsmith7@tacoma.gov.

Sincerely, 

Hyun Kim 
HK: ram Interim City Manager 

https://tacomaartsmonth.org/
https://tacoma.gov/government/departments/environmental-services/stormwater/open-space-program/green-tacoma-day/
mailto:senco253@gmail.com
mailto:bsmith7@tacoma.gov


City of Tacoma  City Council Action Memorandum 

TO: 
FROM: 
COPY: 
SUBJECT: 

DATE: 

Hyun Kim, Interim City Manager  
Council Member John Hines and Christina Caan, Policy Analyst 
City Council and City Clerk  
Ordinance Request –– Amending Title 8 of the Municipal Code, relating to camping and storage of 
personal belongings on public property – October 14, 2025 
October 8, 2025 

SUMMARY AND PURPOSE  
An ordinance amending Title 8 of the Municipal Code, relating to camping and storage of personal belongings on 
public property. 

COUNCIL SPONSORS  
Council Member John Hines, Mayor Victoria Woodards, Council Member Sarah Rumbaugh, and Council Member 
Sandesh Sadalge   

LEGISTLATIVE INTENT 
As the City of Tacoma expands more permanent shelter capacity and housing pathways, temporary and emergency 
shelter sites are concluding as planned, resulting in rapid changes to the City’s prohibitions for camping and the 
storage of personal belongings on public property established by Second Amended Substitute Ordinance 28831.1 
Specifically, the planned closing of three emergency shelters has left neighborhoods across Hilltop and Downtown 
without any prohibitions for camping and storage of personal belongings on public property.  

• In 2022, the City Council adopted Second Amended Substitute Ordinance 28831, which prohibited camping
and the storage of personal belongings in a 10-block radius around temporary shelters, as well as Aspen
Court (a City-permitted emergency and transitional housing facility), and all public property within 200 feet
of Tacoma’s mapped rivers, waterways, creeks, streams, and shorelines.

• As of July 31, three emergency shelters in Tacoma have concluded operations and therefore no longer
provide the 10-block community buffer zones, including the Forging Path Community at 3561 South Pacific
Avenue, Altheimer Memorial Family Shelter at 1121 South Altheimer Street, and RISE Freedom Project at
2135 Martin Luther King Jr. Way.2

Encampments are returning to areas where the City’s community buffer zones have been reduced, including some 
of Tacoma’s lowest opportunity neighborhoods.3 Unauthorized camping and storage of personal belongings on 
public property impacts the surrounding community by creating public safety and public health hazards, including 
heightened risk of fires, criminal activities, illegal dumping, and sanitation issues. Camping activity also interferes 
with the rights of other members of the public to use public areas for their intended purpose.  

• The community buffer zones established in Second Amended Substitute Ordinance 28831 proved to be an
effective way to address the impacts of encampments. Since implementation began, the community buffer
zones have enabled the City to remove 776 encampments in prohibited areas. The Homeless Engagement
and Alternatives (HEAL) Team, which has been fully staffed since September 2023, has also been able to

1 City of Tacoma - File #: ORD28831 
2 Homelessness Services | City of Tacoma 
3 City of Tacoma - File #: 25-0862 

https://cityoftacoma.legistar.com/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=5842562&GUID=FCA8EF30-5D9C-4AD0-8E7F-39F73F4260DC&Options=&Search=
https://tacoma.gov/government/departments/neighborhood-and-community-services/homelessness-services/#what-is-the-plan-for-temporary-and-emergency-sheltering-past-june-30-2025
https://cityoftacoma.legistar.com/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=7667869&GUID=164A2203-5391-4BAF-9B54-E11534C1E6F8&Options=&Search=
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offer services to more than 3,300 people in prohibited areas since implementation began, with a 64 percent 
acceptance rate. Acceptance rates for services have been consistently higher in the prohibited areas than 
outside them.  

 
Updating the areas where camping and storing personal belongings on public property is prohibited can help build 
on the progress initiated by Second Amended Substitute Ordinance 28831 and ensure that the City of Tacoma meets 
its responsibility to keep public areas clean, sanitary, and accessible for all. To do so, we are proposing the following 
code updates:  
 

• Updating community buffer zones where camping and the storage of personal belongings on public 
property are prohibited to include areas within 10 blocks of a Temporary or Emergency Shelter located in 
the “Downtown Zone,” which includes the area north of S. 38th Street, east of S. Union Street, west of the 
Puyallup River, and south of Commencement Bay; 5 blocks of a Temporary Shelter or Emergency Shelter 
located outside of the “Downtown Zone;” or 2 blocks of a public school serving grades K-12, public park, or 
public library. 
 

• Adjusting TMC 8.19.050 to stress that individuals subject to enforcement under TMC 8.19.030 or Section 
8.19.040 and who are qualified will be considered for referral to therapeutic court. In 2023, Tacoma 
launched two therapeutic courts, including a Mental Health Court and a Community Court, that have now 
demonstrated success.4  

 
COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT  
City Council Members frequently receive complaints from local business and community members about the 
negative impacts they experience from encampments on public property, including concerns about safety and 
unsanitary conditions. In addition, Council Member Hines has received input from shelter providers requesting 
buffers around shelter locations. The City of Tacoma declared homelessness a public health emergency in 2017, and 
addressing concerns regarding the impact of encampments remains a top priority for many residents.5 The Pierce 
County Point-in-Time count data shows that the number of people experiencing homelessness has risen annually 
since 2021, with almost 3,000 people experiencing homelessness in Pierce County in 2025.6  
 
Equity and Accessibility: The conclusion of the community buffer zones in the Hilltop and Downtown 
neighborhoods make these low opportunity areas more vulnerable to the impacts of encampments, including public 
safety issues and impacts on local businesses. In addition, communities of color are being disproportionally 
impacted by encampments, suggesting that taking steps to adjust the community buffer zones to include public 
schools, public parks, and public libraries will help ensure accessible public spaces for all. 
 
Livability: Equity Index Score: Moderate Opportunity 
Increase positive public perception of safety and overall quality of life. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
4 Therapeutic Courts Overview | City of Tacoma 
5 Tacoma Community Survey 2024.pdf 
6 Pierce County 2025 Homeless Point-in-Time (PIT) Count Summary 

https://tacoma.gov/government/departments/municipal-court/therapeutic-courts/
https://cms.tacoma.gov/Office%20of%20Strategy/Community%20Survey/Tacoma%20Community%20Survey%202024.pdf
https://www.piercecountywa.gov/DocumentCenter/View/150481/FINAL-RESULTS---ACCESSIBLE
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ALTERNATIVES 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
EVALUATIONS AND FOLLOW UP 
If approved, Neighborhood and Community Services would continue to provide quarterly updates on 
implementation, enabling City Council to closely monitor community impacts. Tacoma FIRST 311 will also continue 
to track and monitor community outreach regarding encampment issues.    
 
SPONSOR RECOMMENDATION 
Sponsors recommend approving this ordinance.  
 
FISCAL IMPACT 
What Funding is being used to support the expense? 
N/A  
 

Are the expenditures and revenues planned and budgeted in this biennium’s current budget? 
N/A  
 

Are there financial costs or other impacts of not implementing the legislation?  
If approved, these ordinance changes are unlikely to require additional resources to implement. HEAL and TPD 
resources are already positioned to address illegal camping in prohibited zones and have ceased to enforce Title 8 
in several of the original prohibited zones that no longer exist. However, due to limited resources, removals will 
likely need to continue within at least a three-day window. Therapeutic Courts are also already in operation, 

Alternative Positive Impacts Negative Impacts 

Adopt a citywide 
camping prohibition 
on public property.  

The legal status of camping and 
storage on public property 
would be less complex under a 
citywide prohibition.   

The City would likely struggle to 
effectively enforce a citywide camping 
ordinance without increased HEAL 
and TPD resources, impacting 
community belief and trust in local 
government.  

The City could adopt 
a different set of 
community buffer 
zones based on 
alternative criteria. 

Different locations in the city 
could be prioritized and have a 
reduced community impact 
from encampments.  

If alternative locations are prioritized, 
the City’s limited resources would 
make it more challenging to address 
community frustrations about 
encampment impacts within 10 blocks 
of a Temporary or Emergency Shelter 
located in the “Downtown Zone,” 
which includes the area north of S. 
38th Street, east of S. Union Street, 
west of the Puyallup River, and south 
of Commencement Bay; 5 blocks of a 
Temporary or Emergency Shelter 
located outside of the “Downtown 
Zone;” or 2 blocks of a public school 
serving grades K-12, public park, or 
public library. 
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although increased enforcement of Title 8 could result in increased costs. Citations under the current ordinance have 
been limited and keeping citations low would minimize additional costs.    
 
Will the legislation have an ongoing/recurring fiscal impact?  
N/A  
 

Will the legislation change the City’s FTE/personnel counts?  
N/A  
 
Attachments:  

1. Exhibit A: Proposed Code Updates for Chapter 8 of the Tacoma Municipal Code  
2. Graphic 1: Map of proposed prohibited camping and personal storage community buffer zones  
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Exhibit A: Proposed Code Updates for Chapter 8 of the Tacoma Municipal Code 

8.19.020 Defined Terms. 

As used in this Chapter, the following terms shall have the following definitions: 

“Aspen Court” means a city permitted emergency and transitional housing facility located at 8620 South Hosmer 
Street. 

“Camp” means to pitch, erect, or occupy Camp Facilities, or to use Camp Paraphernalia, or both, for the purpose of, 
or in such a way as will facilitate, remaining overnight. The term shall not include overnight use of Public Property 
by the City or the governmental entity that owns or has a property interest in such Public Property. 

“Camp Facilities” means, without limitation, tents, huts, and temporary shelters. 

“Camp Paraphernalia” means, without limitation, blankets, pillows, tarpaulins, cots, beds or bedding, sleeping bags, 
hammocks, non-City designated cooking facilities, and/or other similar equipment. 

“City” means the City of Tacoma, Washington, the area within the territorial limits of the City. 

“Emergency shelter” means a shelter permitted under Tacoma Municipal Code 13.06.080.  

“Temporary Shelter” means a shelter permitted under Tacoma Municipal Code 13.06.080. 

“Pier” means any pier, wharf, dock, float, gridiron, or other structure where watercraft may anchor or moor. 

“Protected Waters” means all public property, within 200 feet of mapped Rivers, Waterways, Creeks, Streams, and 
the Puget Sound Shorelines, including but not limited to the Puyallup River, First Creek, Roosevelt Ditch, T Street 
Gulch, Clear Creek, Swan Creek, Squally Creek, the Thea Foss Waterway, the Middle Waterway, the St. Paul Waterway, 
the Blair Waterway, Wapato Creek, the Hylebos Waterway, Hylebos Creek, and the shorelines of Commencement 
Bay. 

“Public Property” means all property in which the City or any other governmental entity has a property interest, 
including easements. The term includes, without limitation, all parks, Piers, Streets, trails, forests, park museums, 
pools, beaches, open spaces, public squares, public schools and associated athletic facilities, grounds around City or 
other publicly owned or leased buildings, including, but not limited to, parking lots, and any other property in which 
the City or any other governmental entity has a property interest of any type. 

“Store” means to put aside, accumulate, or leave on Public Property for later use, or for safekeeping. 

“Street” means, without limitation, any easements, highway, lane, road, street, right-of-way, boulevard, alley, and all 
Public Property open as a matter of right to public vehicle travel or parking. 

(Ord. 28831 Ex. A; passed Oct. 11, 2022) 
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8.19.030 Unauthorized Use Of Public Property.  
 

Unless otherwise permitted by the Tacoma Municipal Code, it shall be unlawful for any person to Camp within any 
Public Property that is within: 
 

a. 10 blocks of a Temporary or Emergency Shelter located in the “Downtown Zone”, which is defined as the 
area north of S. 38th Street, east of S. Union Street, west of the Puyallup River, and south of Commencement 
Bay;  

b. 5 blocks of a Temporary or Emergency Shelter located outside of the “Downtown Zone”; 
c. 2 blocks of a public school serving grades kindergarten through 12th grade, public park, or public library; 
d. or within 200 feet of Protected Waters.  

In the event that any radius outlined in subsections A through D above bisects a block or a public parcel, such as a 
park or a school, that the entire block or parcel shall be included in the prohibited area for camping. 

(Ord. 28831 Ex. A; passed Oct. 11, 2022)  
  
8.19.040 Unauthorized Storage Of Personal Property On Public Property.  
  
It shall be unlawful for any person to Store personal property, including, without limitation, Camp Facilities and 
Camp Paraphernalia, within any Public Property that is within:  
 

a. 10 blocks of a Temporary or Emergency Shelter located in the “Downtown Zone”, which is defined as the 
area north of S. 38th Street, east of S. Union Street, west of the Puyallup River, and south of Commencement 
Bay;  

b. 5 blocks of a Temporary or Emergency Shelter located outside of the “Downtown Zone”; 
c. 2 blocks of a public school serving grades kindergarten through 12th grade, public park, or public library;  
d. or within 200 feet of Protected Waters.  

In the event that any radius outlined in subsections A through D above bisects a block or a public parcel, such as a 
park or a school, that the entire block or parcel shall be included in the prohibited area for storage of personal 
property.  

(Ord. 28831 Ex. A; passed Oct. 11, 2022)  
  
8.19.050 Penalty For Violations.  
  
Violation of Section 8.19.030 or Section 8.19.040 of this Chapter is a misdemeanor offense and shall be punished 
upon conviction of such violation by a fine of not more than $250, or by imprisonment not to exceed 30 days, or by 
both such fine and imprisonment. The City’s intent is that individuals subject to enforcement under TMC 8.19.030 or 
Section 8.19.040 and who are qualified will be considered for referral to therapeutic court. provided that, no less 
than two weeks prior to issuance of any infraction pursuant to this chapter, notice shall be posted at the location 
where camping or storage of personal belongings is occurring, so that the Tacoma Pierce County Coalition to End 
Homelessness can be notified and interested non-governmental organizations and mutual aid groups can offer 
assistance and resources as needed at this location; except that no posting of such notice, nor notice to any 
organization, is required when there is a reasonable belief there is significant risk to life, public health or safety, or 
property due to the camping or storage of personal belongings at this location as prohibited herein. 



 

 

 

City of Tacoma 

 

 

 City Council Action Memorandum 

 

   
(Ord. 28831 Ex. A; passed Oct. 11, 2022)  
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Graphic 1. Map of new proposed prohibited camping and personal storage community buffer zones  
 

 

Graphic Legend 
 

• Yellow: 10 blocks of temporary or emergency shelters in the “Downtown Zone”  
• Orange: 5 blocks of temporary or emergency shelters outside of the “Downtown Zone”  
• Purple: 2 blocks of public schools (K-12), public parks, and public libraries  
• Blue: 200 feet of Protected Waterways  
 



Citywide Weekly Briefing for 29 September 2025 to 05 October 2025
The data is not National Incident Based Reporting System (NIBRS) compliant.  Do not compare the results with any report using that standard.  The data is dynamic and is subject to change and/or revision.

The number of distinct offenses listed on a report are counted.  This does not represent reports or individuals.  All data is compared to last year for the same number of days or date range.  Small numbers

may cause large percent increases and decreases.  Beginning 1 October 2022, there was a change in how TPD reports certain Aggravated Assaults and Destruction offenses.

Persons

Assault

Homicide (doesn't include Negligent/Justifiable)

Kidnapping/Abduction

Sex Offenses, Forcible

Property

Arson

Burglary/Breaking and Entering

Counterfeiting/Forgery

Destruction/Damage/Vandalism of Property

Fraud

Larceny/Theft

Motor Vehicle Theft

Robbery

Stolen Property

Society

Drug/Narcotic

Pornography/Obscene Material

Prostitution

Weapon Law Violations

Citywide Totals

NC = Noncalculable

Notes: Top 5 Locations - Compared to last year Top 5 Offense Locations - Compared to last year

● There were no Homicide offense(s) during the last 7 days. ● 4502 S Steele St:  16 ↘ 8 ● Apartment:  64 ↘ 53

● 69.2% (45/65) of the Assaults were coded Simple Assault. ● 1302 S 38th St:  6 ↘ 5 ● Single Family Residence:  74 ↘ 50

● There were 49 DV-related offenses. ● E Portland Ave & E 26th St:  0 ↗ 4 ● Street/Right Of Way:  59 ↘ 49

● 73.5% (36/49) of the DV-related offenses were Persons. ● 1933 Dock St:  0 ↗ 4 ● Parking Lot:  98 ↘ 39

● 55.4% (36/65) of the Assaults were DV-related. ● 1565 Center St:  0 ↗ 3 ● Grocery Store:  16 ↗ 17

● DV-related Offenses:  70 ↘ 49 ● 1005 E 63rd St:  0 ↗ 3

● There were no Gang-Related offense(s) during the last 7 days. ● 109 S 25th St:  0 ↗ 3

● Theft from Motor Vehicle:  50 ↘ 22 ● There were 5 additional locations with 3.
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Sector 1 Weekly Briefing for 29 September 2025 to 05 October 2025
The data is not National Incident Based Reporting System (NIBRS) compliant.  Do not compare the results with any report using that standard.  The data is dynamic and is subject to change and/or revision.

The number of distinct offenses listed on a report are counted.  This does not represent reports or individuals.  All data is compared to last year for the same number of days or date range.  Small numbers

may cause large percent increases and decreases.  Beginning 1 October 2022, there was a change in how TPD reports certain Aggravated Assaults and Destruction offenses.

Persons

Assault

Homicide (doesn't include Negligent/Justifiable)

Kidnapping/Abduction

Sex Offenses, Forcible

Property

Arson

Burglary/Breaking and Entering

Counterfeiting/Forgery

Destruction/Damage/Vandalism of Property

Fraud

Larceny/Theft

Motor Vehicle Theft

Robbery

Stolen Property

Society

Drug/Narcotic

Pornography/Obscene Material

Prostitution

Weapon Law Violations

Sector Totals

NC = Noncalculable

Notes: Top 5 Locations - Compared to last year Top 5 Offense Locations - Compared to last year

● There were no Homicide offense(s) during the last 7 days. ● E Portland Ave & E 26th St:  0 ↗ 4 ● Apartment:  21 ↗ 23

● 68.8% (11/16) of the Assaults were coded Simple Assault. ● 1933 Dock St:  0 ↗ 4 ● Parking Lot:  23 ↘ 21

● There were 10 DV-related offenses. ● 109 S 25th St:  0 ↗ 3 ● Street/Right Of Way:  14 ↗ 21

● 60.0% (6/10) of the DV-related offenses were Persons. ● 1565 Center St:  0 ↗ 3 ● Railroad Tracks / Right Of Way:  0 ↗ 7

● 37.5% (6/16) of the Assaults were DV-related. ● 409 S 23rd St:  0 ↗ 3 ● Alley:  0 ↗ 6

● DV-related Offenses:  19 ↘ 10 ● 1104 Yakima Ave:  0 ↗ 3

● There were no Gang-Related offense(s) during the last 7 days.

● Theft from Motor Vehicle:  15 ↗ 16
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Sector 2 Weekly Briefing for 29 September 2025 to 05 October 2025
The data is not National Incident Based Reporting System (NIBRS) compliant.  Do not compare the results with any report using that standard.  The data is dynamic and is subject to change and/or revision.

The number of distinct offenses listed on a report are counted.  This does not represent reports or individuals.  All data is compared to last year for the same number of days or date range.  Small numbers

may cause large percent increases and decreases.  Beginning 1 October 2022, there was a change in how TPD reports certain Aggravated Assaults and Destruction offenses.

Persons

Assault

Homicide (doesn't include Negligent/Justifiable)

Kidnapping/Abduction

Sex Offenses, Forcible

Property

Arson

Burglary/Breaking and Entering

Counterfeiting/Forgery

Destruction/Damage/Vandalism of Property

Fraud

Larceny/Theft

Motor Vehicle Theft

Robbery

Stolen Property

Society

Drug/Narcotic

Pornography/Obscene Material

Prostitution

Weapon Law Violations

Sector Totals

NC = Noncalculable

Notes: Top 5 Locations - Compared to last year Top 5 Offense Locations - Compared to last year

● There were no Homicide offense(s) during the last 7 days. ● 6501 S 19th St:  0 ↗ 2 ● Single Family Residence:  21 ↘ 10

● 60.0% (9/15) of the Assaults were coded Simple Assault. ● 315 Martin Luther King Jr Way:  3 ↘ 2 ● Apartment:  14 ↘ 8

● There were 9 DV-related offenses. ● 2411 N Proctor St:  0 ↗ 2 ● Grocery Store:  2 ↗ 8

● 77.8% (7/9) of the DV-related offenses were Persons. ● 1901 S Union Ave:  2 ↔ 2 ● Street/Right Of Way:  16 ↘ 7

● 46.7% (7/15) of the Assaults were DV-related. ● 4505 S 19th St:  0 ↗ 2 ● Parking Lot:  29 ↘ 6

● DV-related Offenses:  17 ↘ 9 ● 1965 S Union Ave:  3 ↘ 2

● There were no Gang-Related offense(s) during the last 7 days. ● 1018 N 5th St:  0 ↗ 2

● Theft from Motor Vehicle:  15 ↘ 1 ● There were 2 additional locations with 2.

Offense Breakdown
7 Days 28 Days Year to Date
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Sector 3 Weekly Briefing for 29 September 2025 to 05 October 2025
The data is not National Incident Based Reporting System (NIBRS) compliant.  Do not compare the results with any report using that standard.  The data is dynamic and is subject to change and/or revision.

The number of distinct offenses listed on a report are counted.  This does not represent reports or individuals.  All data is compared to last year for the same number of days or date range.  Small numbers

may cause large percent increases and decreases.  Beginning 1 October 2022, there was a change in how TPD reports certain Aggravated Assaults and Destruction offenses.

Persons

Assault

Homicide (doesn't include Negligent/Justifiable)

Kidnapping/Abduction

Sex Offenses, Forcible

Property

Arson

Burglary/Breaking and Entering

Counterfeiting/Forgery

Destruction/Damage/Vandalism of Property

Fraud

Larceny/Theft

Motor Vehicle Theft

Robbery

Stolen Property

Society

Drug/Narcotic

Pornography/Obscene Material

Prostitution

Weapon Law Violations

Sector Totals

NC = Noncalculable

Notes: Top 5 Locations - Compared to last year Top 5 Offense Locations - Compared to last year

● There were no Homicide offense(s) during the last 7 days. ● 4502 S Steele St:  16 ↘ 8 ● Apartment:  15 ↘ 11

● 76.9% (10/13) of the Assaults were coded Simple Assault. ● 3825 S Steele St:  0 ↗ 3 ● Single Family Residence:  12 ↘ 11

● There were 12 DV-related offenses. ● 3202 S 36th St:  0 ↗ 2 ● Parking Lot:  35 ↘ 8

● 91.7% (11/12) of the DV-related offenses were Persons. ● 4275 S Pine St:  4 ↘ 2 ● Street/Right Of Way:  10 ↘ 7

● 84.6% (11/13) of the Assaults were DV-related. ● 3419 S 43rd St:  0 ↗ 2 ● Other Business:  8 ↘ 6

● DV-related Offenses:  15 ↘ 12 ● 7002 Tacoma Mall Blvd:  2 ↔ 2 ● Clothing Store:  2 ↗ 6

● There were no Gang-Related offense(s) during the last 7 days. ● 3701 S Pine St:  3 ↘ 2

● Theft from Motor Vehicle:  12 ↘ 2 ● There were 8 additional locations with 2.

Offense Breakdown
7 Days 28 Days Year to Date

7 Days 28 Days

05-Oct-2025 05-Oct-2024 05-Oct-2025
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05-Oct-2024 05-Oct-2025 05-Oct-2024
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Sector 4 Weekly Briefing for 29 September 2025 to 05 October 2025
The data is not National Incident Based Reporting System (NIBRS) compliant.  Do not compare the results with any report using that standard.  The data is dynamic and is subject to change and/or revision.

The number of distinct offenses listed on a report are counted.  This does not represent reports or individuals.  All data is compared to last year for the same number of days or date range.  Small numbers

may cause large percent increases and decreases.  Beginning 1 October 2022, there was a change in how TPD reports certain Aggravated Assaults and Destruction offenses.

Persons

Assault

Homicide (doesn't include Negligent/Justifiable)

Kidnapping/Abduction

Sex Offenses, Forcible

Property

Arson

Burglary/Breaking and Entering

Counterfeiting/Forgery

Destruction/Damage/Vandalism of Property

Fraud

Larceny/Theft

Motor Vehicle Theft

Robbery

Stolen Property

Society

Drug/Narcotic

Pornography/Obscene Material

Prostitution

Weapon Law Violations

Sector Totals

NC = Noncalculable

Notes: Top 5 Locations - Compared to last year Top 5 Offense Locations - Compared to last year

● There were no Homicide offense(s) during the last 7 days. ● 1302 S 38th St:  6 ↘ 5 ● Single Family Residence:  25 ↗ 27

● 71.4% (15/21) of the Assaults were coded Simple Assault. ● 8632 A St:  0 ↗ 3 ● Street/Right Of Way:  19 ↘ 14

● There were 18 DV-related offenses. ● 1005 E 63rd St:  0 ↗ 3 ● Apartment:  14 ↘ 11

● 66.7% (12/18) of the DV-related offenses were Persons. ● 3737 Pacific Ave:  0 ↗ 3 ● Grocery Store:  9 ↘ 7

● 57.1% (12/21) of the Assaults were DV-related. ● 6611 A St:  0 ↗ 2 ● Drug Store:  8 ↘ 4

● DV-related Offenses:  19 ↘ 18 ● 202 E Division Ct:  0 ↗ 2 ● Parking Lot:  11 ↘ 4

● There were no Gang-Related offense(s) during the last 7 days. ● 9723 S Steele St:  0 ↗ 2

● Theft from Motor Vehicle:  8 ↘ 3 ● There were 9 additional locations with 2.

Offense Breakdown
7 Days 28 Days Year to Date

7 Days 28 Days

05-Oct-2025 05-Oct-2024 05-Oct-2025

YTD29-Sep-2024 29-Sep-2025 08-Sep-2024 08-Sep-2025 01-Jan-2024 01-Jan-2025

05-Oct-2024 05-Oct-2025 05-Oct-2024
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10.2%▼ 0.8%▼
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0.0% 20.0%▲ 19.6%▼
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7 9 28 22 281 252 28.6%▲ 21.4%▼ 10.3%▼
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26.5%▼ 21.9%▼ 14.9%▼

Last 7 Days

113 83 457 357 4336 3688
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MEETINGS FOR THE WEEK OF 
OCTOBER 13, 2025 THROUGH OCTOBER 17, 2025 

 
TIME MEETING LOCATION 

   
MONDAY, OCTOBER 13, 2025  

5:00 PM Local Improvement District (L.I.D.) Hearings* 747 Market St., Municipal Bldg., Council Chambers 
Visit https://tacoma.gov/hearingexaminer 

5:00 PM Tacoma Arts Commission 747 Market St., Municipal Bldg., Conf. Rm. 248 
Join Zoom Meeting at: https://zoom.us/j/91664469812 
     Telephonic: Dial 253-215-8782 
     Meeting ID: 916 6446 9812     Passcode: 376093 

5:30 PM Human Rights Commission Study Session 747 Market St., Municipal Bldg., Conf. Rm. 243 
Join Zoom Meeting at: http://zoom.us/j/85915410975 
    Telephonic: Dial 253-215-8782 
    Meeting ID: 859 1541 0975      Passcode: 166967                                           
Contact Vicky McLaurin at HRCandCIRA@tacoma.gov 

6:00 PM Community’s Police Advisory Committee 747 Market St., Municipal Bldg., Conf. Rm. 220-A 
Join Zoom Meeting at: https://zoom.us/j/89777781982 
     Telephonic: Dial 253-215-8782 
     Meeting ID: 897 7778 1982     Passcode: 572221 
Contact Ted Richardson at trichardson@tacoma.gov 

6:30 PM Human Rights Commission 747 Market St., Municipal Bldg., Conf. Rm. 243 
Join Zoom Meeting at: http://zoom.us/j/85915410975  
    Telephonic: Dial 253-215-8782 
    Meeting ID: 859 1541 0975        Passcode: 166967                                              
Contact Vicky McLaurin at HRCandCIRA@tacoma.gov 

   

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 14, 2025 
9:00 AM Hearing Examiner's Hearing* 747 Market St., Municipal Bldg., Council Chambers 

Visit https://tacoma.gov/hearingexaminer 
10:00 AM Economic Development Committee 747 Market St., Municipal Bldg., Conf. Rm. 248 

Join Zoom Meeting at: https://zoom.us/j/88227539908 
     Telephonic: Dial 253-215-8782 
     Meeting ID: 882 2753 9908     Passcode: 614650 

11:15 AM Bid Opening** 3628 S. 35th St., Public Utilities Bldg., ABN-M1 
Join Zoom Meeting at: https://zoom.us/j/88402680573  

 Telephonic: Dial 253-215-8782 
 Meeting ID: 884 0268 0573     Passcode: 070737 

Visit www.tacomapurchasing.org 
NOON City Council Study Session 747 Market St., Municipal Bldg., Council Chambers 

Join Zoom Meeting at: https://zoom.us/j/89496171192 
     Telephonic: Dial 253-215-8782 
     Meeting ID: 894 9617 1192     Passcode: 896569 

NOON Committee of the Whole – SPECIAL MEETING 747 Market St., Municipal Bldg., Council Chambers 
Join Zoom Meeting at: https://zoom.us/j/89496171192 

Telephonic: Dial 253-215-8782  
Meeting ID: 894 9617 1192     Passcode: 896569 

Contact City Clerk’s Office at 253-591-5505 
5:00 PM City Council Meeting 747 Market St., Municipal Bldg., Council Chambers 

Join Zoom Meeting at: https://zoom.us/j/84834233126 
     Telephonic: Dial 253-215-8782 
     Meeting ID: 848 3423 3126     Passcode: 349099 
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https://tacoma.gov/hearingexaminer
https://zoom.us/j/88227539908
https://zoom.us/j/88402680573
http://www.tacomapurchasing.org/
https://zoom.us/j/89496171192
https://zoom.us/j/89496171192
https://zoom.us/j/84834233126


5:15 PM Transportation Benefit District Governing Board – 
SPECIAL MEETING 

747 Market St., Municipal Bldg., Council Chambers 
Join Zoom Meeting at: https://zoom.us/j/84834233126 
     Telephonic: Dial 253-215-8782 
     Meeting ID: 848 3423 3126     Passcode: 349099 

   

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 15, 2025 
9:00 AM Unfit Building Hearings**** 747 Market St., Municipal Bldg., Council Chambers 

Contact Code Compliance at 253-591-5049   
2:00 PM Tacoma Permit Advisory Group 747 Market St., Municipal Bldg., Conf. Rm. 243 

Join Zoom Meeting at: https://zoom.us/j/83142338104  
     Telephonic: Dial 253-215-8782 
     Meeting ID: 831 4233 8104     Passcode: 193952 

4:00 PM City Events and Recognitions Committee 747 Market St., Municipal Bldg., Conf. Rm. 248 
Join Zoom Meeting at: https://zoom.us/j/87320156844 
     Telephonic: Dial 253-215-8782 
     Meeting ID: 873 2015 6844 

5:00 PM Planning Commission 747 Market St., Municipal Bldg., Council Chambers 
Join Zoom Meeting at: https://zoom.us/j/84416624153 

Telephonic: Dial 253-215-8782  
Meeting ID: 844 1662 4153 

Contact Stephen Atkinson at 253-905-4146 
5:30 PM Tacoma Public Library Board of Trustees Main Branch, 1102 Tacoma Avenue South 

Visit https://tacomalibrary.org/board-of-trustees/  
5:30 PM Transportation Commission  747 Market St., Municipal Bldg., Conf. Rm. 243 

Join Zoom Meeting at: https://zoom.us/j/82666348811  
     Telephonic: Dial 253-215-8782 
     Meeting ID: 826 6634 8811      

   
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 16, 2025 

8:30 AM Greater Tacoma Regional Convention Center Public 
Facilities District Board of Directors 

1500 Commerce St., Greater Tacoma Convention and Trade 
Ctr. Board Rm. South 

Join Zoom Meeting at: https://zoom.us/j/87331822786  
      Telephonic: Dial 253-215-8782 
       Meeting ID: 873 3182 2786     Passcode: 922524 

9:00 AM Hearing Examiner's Hearing* 747 Market St., Municipal Bldg., Council Chambers 
Visit https://tacoma.gov/hearingexaminer 

5:00 PM Climate and Sustainability Commission 747 Market St., Municipal Bldg., Conf. Rm. 248 
Join Zoom Meeting at: https://zoom.us/j/96320674154  
      Telephonic: Dial 253-215-8782 
       Meeting ID: 963 2067 4154     Passcode: 638370 
Contact Kristin Lynett at 253-591-5571 

 5:30 PM Urban Design Board 747 Market St., Municipal Bldg., Conf. Rm. 243 
Join Zoom Meeting at: https://zoom.us/j/82923259724 
      Telephonic: Dial 253-215-8782 
       Meeting ID: 829 2325 9724 
Contact Stephen Antupit at 253-381-5195 

   
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 17, 2025 

NO MEETINGS SCHEDULED 
 

 
Meeting sites are accessible to people with disabilities. People with disabilities requiring special accommodations 

should contact the appropriate department(s) 48 hours prior to the meeting time. 
 
* Hearing Examiner’s Hearings and Local Improvement District Meetings meet on an as-needed basis. Contact the Hearing Examiner’s Office at 253-591-5195 to 
confirm whether a meeting will be held this week. Hearings may be held at various times throughout the day. 

https://zoom.us/j/84834233126
https://zoom.us/j/83142338104
https://zoom.us/j/87320156844
https://zoom.us/j/84416624153
https://tacomalibrary.org/board-of-trustees/
https://zoom.us/j/82666348811
https://tacoma.gov/hearingexaminer


** Bid Opening will be held on an as-needed basis. Contact the Finance Procurement and Payables Office at 253-502-8468 or www.tacomapurchasing.org to confirm 
whether Bid Opening will be held. 
**** Hearings may be held at various times throughout the day. 

mailto:lwung@cityoftacoma.org


Contact: Karyssa Mathison, Cons�tuent Rela�ons Analyst 
kmathison@tacoma.gov 
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The City of Tacoma’s legislative agenda reflects the strategic priorities of the City Council to improve the 
quality of life for all residents. These priorities include community safety, housing and homelessness, 
livable wage jobs, access to facilities and services, human and environmental health, and belief and 
trust.  
  
In advancing these priorities, the City will continue to collaborate and coordinate with community 
partners, organizations, educational institutions, nonprofits, local businesses, service providers, and 
other local governments on issues of importance to our City and region. The City supports legislative 
actions and partnerships that align with these priorities and advance Tacoma’s vision for a thriving and 
resilient future.  
  
The following outlines the City of Tacoma’s positions on key state legislative policy positions and 
priorities.  
  
  

Safety 
 
Public safety is a priority for the City. The City’s objectives related to safety include reducing the number 
of crimes occurring, particularly firearm-related offenses, and increasing the effectiveness of our 
response by enhancing coordination with appropriate behavioral health services. The City’s objectives 
also include increasing the percentage of residents who feel safe and decreasing response times for 911 
calls for assistance.   
 
In furtherance of these objectives, the following are specific policy positions related to safety: 
 
Law Enforcement 
 

• Recruitment and Retention: The City, like most jurisdictions in the country, is working to 
increase the number of officers in our law enforcement agency, the Tacoma Police Department 
(TPD).  The TPD is making progress in hiring officers and is using data-driven strategies along 

City of Tacoma 
General Government 

2026 State Legislative Policy Positions 
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with creative alternatives, such as creating a unit of non-commissioned civilian officers.  
Continued investment is needed to fully meet staffing levels that support public safety. The City 
requests that the state build on the efforts of House Bill 2015 (2025) to enhance recruitment 
and retention efforts through increased, ongoing funding and ensuring sufficient capacity at the 
state Criminal Justice Training Commission to provide the necessary training for all officers in 
the state. The City supports efforts to improve the administration of the grant program and local 
revenue tools provided in House Bill 2015 (2025) to provide direct, ongoing support to local and 
tribal law enforcement agencies in hiring, retaining, and training law enforcement officers, peer 
counselors, and behavioral health personnel working in co-response to increase community 
policing and public safety.   

 
• Independent Prosecutions of Police Use of Force: The City actively supported the establishment 

of the Office of Independent Investigations (OII) to conduct transparent, unbiased, and thorough 
investigations of police use of force cases.  While this is an important step, the work is not 
complete.  The state must establish an Office of Independent Prosecutions to review the OII 
investigations and make transparent, unbiased decisions in these cases. This is critical to the 
credibility of these investigations and to our community. 
 

• Automated Enforcement: The City encourages the state to support, retain, and expand local 
automated enforcement programs to improve traffic safety. Additionally, the City supports 
efforts to increase the portion of automated enforcement proceeds collected through these 
programs that can be retained by the City to implement additional traffic safety measures.    
 

• Automated License Plate Readers/FLOCK Cameras: The City supports efforts to clarify the 
public records laws related to license plate reader video footage, while not limiting the use of 
this technology to solve crimes.   
 

• Public Defense: Criminal indigent defense is a constitutional right. While the state has provided 
some funding to cities to improve public defense, additional funding is needed to provide 
appropriate public defense services, particularly given the new caseload standards adopted by 
the Washington Supreme Court. In addition to increased funding, the City supports efforts to 
enhance the public defense workforce to ensure that there are adequate public defenders 
available to meet the new caseload standards.  
 

• Business Support: The City supports businesses, including efforts to prevent organized retail 
crime and allocate state funding for security enhancements such as shatterproof windows.  
 

 
Alternative Response 

 
• Alternatives to Traditional Law Enforcement Response: Programs providing responses that are 

alternatives to traditional law enforcement are critical to improving public safety.  In situations 
involving individuals experiencing behavioral health issues, programs such as behavioral health 
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co-responders, diversion, and other alternative programs improve outcomes for the community 
and law enforcement. It is important to ensure there are services available to people 
experiencing behavioral health issues when they are in need. The City also supports programs 
that provide supportive services for individuals experiencing cognitive decline. Additionally, 
programs that allow appointed unarmed officers with a limited scope of responsibilities and 
authority to respond to certain low-risk calls will improve community safety, increase feelings of 
security among community members, and improve relationships between the community and 
law enforcement. The City encourages the state to expand support of alternative response 
programs.     

 
• Problem-Solving Courts: Problem-solving courts differ from traditional courts in that they focus 

on a type of offense or the person committing the offense.  They offer therapeutic and 
interdisciplinary approaches to addressing the issues underlying criminal behavior. Therapeutic 
and community courts are types of problem-solving courts.  The City supports increased funding 
for problem-solving courts.   

 
• Community Violence Reduction Programs: The City has implemented, or is in the process of 

implementing, programs and services focused on reducing community firearm violence.  The 
City requests that the state continue and increase funding opportunities to allow the 
implementation of community and law enforcement intervention programs to address firearm 
violence and to provide programs for young people with the goal of violence prevention.  The 
City encourages the state to support, and provide funding for, prevention programs such as the 
Summer Teen Late Nights program funded by the City and other partners, to provide young 
people a safe place to engage in activities.  
 

• Community Safety: The City is developing a community safety action strategy that will include 
city actions to support public safety, including actions beyond traditional police and fire 
responses, and will identify opportunities to support additional community and state actions 
that further enhance community safety. The City supports state funding and efforts that address 
the broad community definition of community safety consistent with the City’s plans. 
 

• Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design: Crime Prevention Through Environmental 
Design (CPTED) programs help reduce the chance of criminal activity by providing guidelines for 
property owners to use to lower or prevent environmental factors from creating opportunities 
for crime.  The City supports state funding efforts to augment CPTED programs. 

 
• Funding and Assistance to Address Substance Abuse Crisis: Opioid-related overdoses are the 

most common cause of accidental death in Pierce County, taking more lives than traffic or 
firearm fatalities, due largely to increased use of fentanyl. Opioid deaths in Washington are 
growing most quickly among people ages 18-24.  The City supports additional resources and 
technical assistance from the state to help address the substance addiction crisis in cities. The 
City also encourages the state to direct funding for staffing; law enforcement assisted diversion; 
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alternative response programs, including co-responder teams; problem-solving courts; and 
diversion programs. 
 
 

Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault Prevention: 

• Surrender of Weapons: The City supports legislation requiring the surrender of firearms in cases 
involving domestic violence and sexual assault, including following conviction and related to 
orders for protection and no-contact orders.  
 

• Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault Prevention Programs and Services: The City supports 
funding for programs and services to support survivors of domestic violence and sexual assault 
and encourages the state to ensure there is ongoing funding for these services.  The City also 
supports funding for domestic violence and sexual assault prevention educational programs, 
such as teach-the-teacher programs. 

Fire 

• Support for Tacoma Fire Department (TFD), including the TFD Emergency Medical Services: The 
Tacoma Fire Department’s (TFD) call volume has increased by over 42% since 2006; of these, 80% 
are for Emergency Medical Services. TFD personnel provide essential services in dangerous and 
crisis situations. The City supports policies, programming, and resources that assist municipal fire 
departments to provide services and training, purchase technology and equipment, and address 
the mental health needs of first responders.  
 

• Support for Life Support Services: TFD provides Basic and Advanced Life Support Services for the 
community.  A significant portion of medical transportation costs are paid through the Medicaid 
program.  The City supports state-level efforts to ensure sufficient funding for these critical 
medical transportation costs is available despite any changes to the federal Medicaid program. 
 

• Battery Fires: Electric battery fires present distinct hazards for first responders, towing operators, 
and those handling post-fire materials. The City supports implementation of the 2025 Washington 
State Patrol recommendations to strengthen responder training, update safety and disposal 
protocols, and provide funding for specialized equipment and local preparedness.  

 
 

Housing and Homelessness 
 

Housing and homelessness are challenges affecting communities across the state and nation and 
addressing them requires both immediate action and long-term solutions. Since 2017, the City of 
Tacoma has operated under a Declaration of State of Public Health Emergency to respond to health and 
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safety concerns associated with growing encampments, extending the ordinance several times as 
conditions have evolved.  

  

The City has prioritized a comprehensive approach to housing and homelessness, recognizing that 
increasing the availability of affordable, diverse housing types is key to long-term solutions. Through 
initiatives like Home in Tacoma, the City is advancing policies and zoning changes that support more 
housing options, encourage thoughtful growth, and help prevent the displacement of longtime 
residents. The City The City’s priorities include expanding resources to meet the needs of unhoused 
community members, reducing unsanctioned encampments and their impacts, increasing permanent 
supportive housing, producing and preserving affordable housing, and preventing displacement.  

  
Tacoma also recognizes that housing and homelessness are regional challenges that require 
collaboration across jurisdictions. We are committed to working with local, regional, and federal 
partners to align policies and leverage resources to create lasting, systemic solutions.  
 
In support of these goals, the following are specific policy positions related to housing and 
homelessness:  
  
Housing  
 

• Housing Development and Land Use Regulations, Codes, and Policies: Housing issues within the 
state are not uniform across cities; therefore, there must be flexibility in legislation adopted to 
ensure cities are able to implement policies in ways that meet the local constraints and needs, 
as well as minimize displacement.  Consistent with this policy, the City supports the state’s 
efforts to increase density.  
 

• Transit-Oriented Development: The City has been a leader in planning for housing development 
and welcomes transit-oriented development. The City will be implementing House Bill 1491 
(2025) by the required deadline of December 31, 2029. The state can maximize the benefits of 
these forthcoming land use changes by allocating funding and incentives to support 
infrastructure, affordable housing, and public amenities in transit-oriented development areas.  

• Reducing Displacement: Many of the efforts to increase the housing supply impact the ability of 
individuals on limited incomes to remain housed, including seniors, renters, underserved 
communities, people with disabilities, and those on fixed incomes.  The City has adopted an 
Anti-Displacement Strategy which includes 21 policy and program actions to prevent and 
mitigate displacement of Tacoma residents from their homes and communities. The City 
supports policies to reduce displacement and provide opportunities for those on limited 
incomes to remain housed.  The City supports increased state funding for programs such as 
rental and housing assistance, home repairs for low-income homeowners, down payment 
assistance, mortgage assistance, relocation assistance, tenant legal counsel, and acquisition of 
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land or multifamily buildings in high-displacement areas will allow low-income Tacoma residents 
to stay in their homes and in their communities.  

 
• Implementation Support: The legislature has made significant changes to housing requirements 

during the past few years.  The City is also implementing housing policy adopted by the City 
Council, much of which is consistent with the state efforts.  The City requests the state allow 
time to implement the recently adopted planning and zoning changes consistent with 
comprehensive plan update schedules. Additionally, the City requests the state provide 
adequate time, and technical and financial support for land use and planning requirements. 

 

• Extreme Weather Response: Climate change is creating greater demand on public resources. 
Extreme weather events are becoming more frequent with climate change and are putting our 
most vulnerable at risk.  The City supports grant programs and other funding to support 
response to extreme weather conditions, including support to prepare and modify our buildings 
to keep residents safe during extreme weather events. 
 

• State Funding for Affordable Housing: The City of Tacoma lacks affordable housing.  37 percent 
of households in Tacoma pay at least 30 percent of their income on housing costs each month, 
reducing their ability to pay for other necessities. Since 2015, average rent in Tacoma has 
increased by 78 percent and home values increased by have increased 58 percent since 2018. In 
response to this urgent need, the City adopted the Affordable Housing Action Strategy  to guide 
its efforts to dramatically increase investments in new rental and homeownership opportunities 
and establish broader anti-displacement measures.  While this effort has resulted in an increase 
in affordable housing units, there is a significant demand that will continue to increase.  To 
further the City efforts to increase the supply of affordable housing the City supports increasing 
state funding for programs supporting the acquisition, construction, and operation of shelters, 
permanent supportive housing, and affordable housing, such as the Housing Trust Fund, rapid 
acquisition funding, establishing Housing Benefit Districts (HBDs), funding mechanisms that can 
assist with land banking for future affordable development, efforts to enhance home ownership 
opportunities, and the Connecting Housing to Infrastructure Program (CHIP). The City also 
supports efforts to provide incentives to developers to build affordable housing, including utility 
infrastructure incentives and other tools.  
 

• Expanding Homeownership Opportunities: Homeownership is the primary tool for building 
intergenerational wealth and an option to help people stay rooted in their communities. The 
City supports state efforts to enhance homeownership opportunities, especially among 
underserved communities through assistance to homebuyers, including downpayment 
assistance, expanding access to credit and counseling for homebuyers, and modifications to 
existing programs to support homeownership.  
 
 

https://cms.cityoftacoma.org/cro/ahas/affordablehousingactionstrategy.pdf


7 
 

• Area Median Income Calculation: Many of the state’s housing programs utilize a percentage of 
area median income (AMI) to calculate eligibility. AMI is generally calculated using county data.  
However, the AMI for the City is significantly different from Pierce County as a whole. The City 
supports statutory changes, clarifications, and other state and federal efforts to allow AMI to be 
calculated by city, or metropolitan statistical area rather than by county. 

 
Homelessness Services 

 
• Funding for Shelters: The City has implemented a Homelessness Strategy to respond to the 

homelessness crisis.  The strategy includes implementation and operation of temporary shelters 
to address immediate needs while also encouraging development of affordable housing in our 
community as a long-term strategy to mitigate incidences of homelessness.  The City’s strategy 
is to transition from our current investment in shelter beds to deeper support of permanent 
and supportive housing as well as the intervention and stabilization services described in the 
strategy. The City supports state funding that can be utilized to maintain operations and to 
continue implementation of the strategy to move towards more permanent solutions for 
people experiencing homelessness.  The state funds should be equitably distributed to ensure 
that temporary and emergency shelters operated by the City receive funding to allow continued 
operations.  The City supports funding for programs and services to assist people experiencing 
homelessness, including mental health and substance use disorder treatment services.  
 

• Rights-of-Way : The City has adopted an ordinance regulating encampments on public property 
near shelter locations.  Any legislation adopted by the state should ensure this regulatory 
authority is maintained. The City supports ongoing funding for the partnership between the 
Washington State Department of Transportation (WSDOT) and the City of Tacoma to remove 
homeless encampments from rights-of-way, offer shelter to individuals experiencing 
homelessness, and undertake reclamation activities which includes graffiti abatement. 
 

• Recreational Vehicles: A growing issue is the number of people experiencing homelessness who 
are living in recreational vehicles (RVs) and, in some cases, individuals are renting the RVs from 
third parties.  There are many health and safety concerns associated with the RVs; however, 
there are unique challenges addressing RVs.  The City supports a statewide response to 
homelessness issues related to RVs given their potential impacts to the environment and 
transient nature that allows them to move between local jurisdictions making local enforcement 
more challenging. The City supports a statewide response that leads with compassion, 
prioritizes siting and services, and is consistent with the position and priorities of the Council. 
Additionally, the City supports review and modification of state laws and policies related to the 
disposal of abandoned or unused RVs that are not being used for habitation and are posing an 
environmental risk to reduce the barriers to disposal of these RVs.  

 
 
Rental Housing 
 

https://www.cityoftacoma.org/UserFiles/Servers/Server_6/File/cms/NCS/NCS/Homelessness%20Strategy-v3_footnotes.pdf
https://cms.cityoftacoma.org/cityclerk/Files/CityCouncil/RecentLegislation/2022/RL20221011.pdf
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• Rental Assistance and Tenant Protections: The City supports rental assistance and tenant 
protections to keep rents affordable and individuals housed.  

 
• Professional Civil Legal Assistance: The City supports funding for civil legal aid services for low-

income clients to prevent or mitigate risks of eviction. The City also supports legislation that 
limits the amount of time an eviction stays on an individual’s record. 

• Prior Criminal History: The City supports legislation that would ban discrimination against 
renters based on a prior criminal record.  
 

 
Infrastructure 
 

• Infrastructure Investments: The City supports state infrastructure investments aimed at 
reducing housing construction costs and accommodating growth. The City has embraced growth 
and increased density throughout its planning code. To successfully accommodate this growth, 
the City supports increased state resources for infrastructure such as sidewalks, street lighting, 
green spaces, electric vehicle charging stations, and other infrastructure integral to urban living. 
Additionally, investing funding in water, sewer, and stormwater infrastructure necessary to 
development can help offset rising housing construction costs to make housing more affordable. 
The City supports programs such as the Connecting Housing to Infrastructure grant program that 
direct state funding to these infrastructure needs, and expanded and reliable funding for the 
Public Works Assistance Account, allowing low-interest financing for local infrastructure 
projects.  
 

• Sidewalks: The City’s sidewalks are part of its transportation system and therefore it is 
important they are maintained in a safe usable condition. The City supports state policy and 
budget efforts that would assist the funding of construction and repair of sidewalks city-wide, 
including allowing for a sidewalk utility or service charge. 
 

 

Jobs 
 
A City goal is that Tacoma be a growing economy where residents can find livable wage jobs in key 
industry sectors and for Tacoma to be a place of choice for employers, professionals, and new 
graduates. To achieve these goals, the City has prioritized workforce development and increasing the 
number of livable wage jobs in Tacoma.  The City also prioritizes increasing the number of small and 
medium-sized businesses surviving and thriving in the City, including increasing business ownership 
among historically underrepresented communities, and fostering a greater array of the types of small 
businesses that call Tacoma home. 
 
In furtherance of these objectives, the following are specific policy positions related to jobs: 
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Livable Wage Jobs: Tacoma has established alignment between the City and the local workforce 
development board, allowing us to braid funding across initiatives to increase impact while leveraging 
the expertise of the private sector, labor, and technical colleges that make up the workforce board, with 
the goal of increasing the pool of skilled workers who can compete for high-wage jobs. The state should 
encourage and support similar programs. The City supports additional assistance for local workforce 
efforts including, but not limited to: 
 
• Skills Training: Support for upskilling/reskilling workers to meet the evolving demands of emerging 

industries and workforce gaps, including training for veterinary students to address workforce 
shortages restricting the delivery of veterinary medical services. The City supports efforts to expand 
skills training access to underserved areas, such as the Eastside Skills and Training Center.  

 
• Apprenticeship Programs: Support for apprentice, pre-apprentice programs, and other workforce 

development programs. 
 

• Cross-Sector Partnerships: Support for cross-sector initiatives involving labor, business, workforce 
providers, governments, education, and training entities to develop strategies prepare workers for 
high-wage jobs.  
 

• Barriers to Employment: Support for programs that remove barriers to employment for vulnerable 
populations, including barriers to employment for refugees and immigrants.  

 

 
Economic Development Tools and Supports: To achieve the City’s goals for the economy and workforce, 
there must be support for large and small businesses, and increased economic development tools and 
supports.  The City supports strategies and partnerships that advance these areas including, but not 
limited to, the following: 

 
• Small and Medium-Sized Businesses: Funding and policies that support small and medium-sized 

businesses, including subsidies and incubators to support disadvantaged businesses struggling with 
rising market-rate rents and workforce challenges. 
 

• Small Business Technical Assistance: Funding and policies that provide technical assistance and 
financial literacy programs to assist small businesses in accessing capital and available grants. 
 

• Economic Development Tools: Expanding and creating economic development tools, including 
expanding commercial and industrial development tools. 

 
• Advanced Manufacturing and Emerging Industries: Building on the City’s Economic Development 

Strategy, Tacoma supports the siting and expansion of manufacturing, research, and development 
activities that create high-quality, tradable-sector jobs in next-generation industries. The City also 
supports the strategic use of manufacturing tax incentives to attract new investment and accelerate 
growth in these sectors.  
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• Future-Focused Job Growth: Expand opportunities in growing sectors such as renewable energy, 

urban forestry, natural stormwater management, urban agriculture, and green technology. These 
efforts will strengthen Tacoma’s economy, support innovation, and ensure that residents in 
historically underserved neighborhoods have access to quality jobs in these emerging fields.  

 
• Career Pathways: Establishing career pathways to livable wage jobs in the community, including 

identifying apprenticeship opportunities to support the public sector.  The City supports policy and 
funding for Fellowship programs like the Strickland Engineer Pathways Academic Fellowship that 
provide accessible pathways for local students in STEM fields from high school to college to 
employment in engineering-related careers with the City.   

 
• Interstate Licensure Compacts: Adopting additional interstate licensure compacts and policy 

changes to expedite and ease the occupational licensing process for military spouses. 
 
• Opportunity Zones: Opportunity Zones provide a tax incentive for investors to re-invest their 

unrealized capital gains into dedicated Opportunity Funds, as an encouragement for long-term 
investments in economically distressed communities.  The City supports efforts to maximize 
Opportunity Zones in the City and their impacts. 

 
Advancing Workforce Opportunity: It is critical to support, expand, and strengthen workforce 
development activities, including retraining for emerging industry sectors, by ensuring fair access and 
maximum participation for all individuals. We emphasize building comprehensive and effective 
programs that connect every individual with the skills needed to succeed in high-demand, high-wage 
careers, thereby fostering a highly skilled and competitive workforce.  
 
• Cannabis Industry: The City supports efforts such as providing technical and financial assistance to 

reduce barriers to entry for all individuals in the industry and help new businesses thrive. 
 
 

Access 
 
A key City goal is to ensure that all residents are treated fairly and have access to essential services, 
community facilities, and opportunities for financial stability. The City is committed to using data to 
guide decisions, direct resources, and develop strategies that close gaps in access and improve 
outcomes for residents. This approach also informs how the City prioritizes investments — including 
expanding language access, improving transportation and mobility options, and ensuring that services 
reach the communities that need them most.  
 
In furtherance of these objectives, the following are specific policy positions related to access: 
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Community Empowerment: The City would like to work in partnership with the legislature to advance 
reforms that address the disparate impacts of systems and institutions on underserved communities.  
The City supports statewide policies that empower these communities: 

• Washington Future Fund: The City supports programs and funding that will help to close 
generational wealth gaps.  
 

• Guaranteed Income: Many Tacoma families struggle with financial instability. Tacoma launched 
a guaranteed income pilot program in 2021, Growing Resilience in Tacoma (GRIT), which 
granted 100 needy families a monthly, no-strings attached payment. The City supports a state 
guaranteed income program to stabilize needy families and interrupt cycles of poverty, including 
funding to extend the local GRIT program for an additional biennium. It is important that the 
guaranteed income policy proposals include specific language that mitigates any impact the 
additional income may have on the recipient’s eligibility for other public assistance programs. 
 

• Election Reform: The City supports legislation that increases voter participation, including 
supporting the option for jurisdictions to choose whether local elections are conducted on odd 
or even years, and the option to choose whether to utilize ranked choice voting.  The City 
supports efforts to maintain and improve vote-by-mail elections. 
 

• People with Disabilities: The City encourages policies to support individuals with disabilities, 
including non-apparent disabilities, to ensure access to services and opportunities and to 
provide equal opportunities, independence, empowerment, integration and inclusion.  The City 
also supports policy options to enhance and incentivize employment options for people with 
disabilities. 
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• College Promise: The City supports efforts to create a college promise program that links 
already existing state-level financial aid and guaranteed admissions programs, and that 
addresses non-tuition cost barriers and incentivizes postsecondary enrollment and persistence 
through direct cash assistance, as well as investing in student navigation assistance. 

• Community Reinvestment: The legislature previously set aside funding into the Community 
Reinvestment Account to invest in communities disproportionately harmed by the historical 
design and enforcement of state and federal criminal laws and penalties. This initial investment 
represents the first steps to begin addressing racial, economic, and social disparities within 
communities, but continued investments are needed to broaden the reach and to impact the 
long-term economic benefits of the program. The City supports continued funding into the 
Community Reinvestment Account to promote long-term benefits in the form of community 
healing, new jobs, home ownership, job retention, increased personal wealth, and higher 
incomes.   

• Childcare: Access to childcare is important to Tacoma residents.  The City supports funding and 
policies to expand access to affordable, quality childcare and preschool, including universal Pre-
Kindergarten, as well as early childhood mental health services. The City also supports state 
efforts to expand quality childcare in underserved areas and for people in the building and 
construction trades. 

 
• Access to Food and Services: The City supports the state in developing solutions to ensure there 

is food and pharmacy access in all neighborhoods. 
 
Arts and Cultural: Tacoma Creates is a voter-approved initiative to increase access to arts, culture, 
heritage, and science experiences throughout Tacoma by reducing barriers to access and expanding 
offerings, particularly for underserved youth.   
 

• Cultural Access Washington: The City supports advocating for Cultural Access Washington 
legislation adoption and expansion beyond Tacoma Creates. The City supports funding and 
policies to increase access to arts, culture, heritage, and science experiences.  
 

• Arts and Creative Economy: The City supports state funding and policies that support growth of 
the arts and creative economy. 
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Transportation and Infrastructure: The City is strategically guiding investment to develop a safe, 
accessible, and multimodal transportation system that prioritizes safety, sustainability, and public health 
while focusing resources to serve the historically underserved communities that depend most heavily on 
accessible infrastructure. The City has prioritized safety, including committing to Vision Zero and the 
goal of eliminating traffic fatalities and severe injuries in the City of Tacoma by 2035.  

• Transportation Network: The City is dedicated to building out a local transportation network 
that supports all modes and is well-maintained and safe. As such, the City supports: 

o Increased funding and local revenue options to maintain and preserve local bridges, 
roadways, ferries, sidewalks, parks, and trails. 

o Policies and investments that facilitate accessible transit, bicycle, and pedestrian 
infrastructure and access. 

o Timely delivery of projects funded in the 2015 Connecting Washington and 2022 Move 
Ahead Washington transportation packages, including the Puget Sound Gateway, 
Puyallup Avenue Complete Streets Project, HOV lanes on I-5 from 38th to Joint Base 
Lewis McChord, the Tacoma to Puyallup Trail, and Schuster Parkway Promenade. 

o State partnership to respond to the worsening conditions of the Fishing Wars Memorial 
Bridge if the seeks funding to assist the replacement of the bridge. 

o State funding to allocate funds to Marine View Drive and the Hosmer Transportation 
Corridor to improve the safety of each.  

o Policies and investments that support the modernization of short line railroads, 
including the establishment of a rail modernization tax credit. 

o Increased state funding and policy efforts to improve traffic safety outcomes consistent 
with the Vision Zero Plan approved by the City Council in 2022. 
 
 

• Access: The City supports efforts to ensure access to transportation, including wheelchair 
accessible rideshare opportunities, and increased funding to make Americans with Disabilities 
Act (ADA) improvements, such as sidewalk ramps.  

 
• City Authority: The City opposes legislation that infringes on the City’s ability to manage and 

maintain the right-of-way, such as proposals mandating telecommunications infrastructure or 
micro-trenching. 
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• Transportation System Revenue Source: The City supports efforts to replace the fuel tax with a 
new revenue source, such as a road usage charge, to support the maintenance and operation of 
the state and local transportation network. In recognition that the transportation system is a 
state and local responsibility, funds from a new revenue source should be shared between state 
and local governments.  

 
• Transportation and Infrastructure Funding: The City supports ongoing and increased funding 

for transportation and freight mobility grant opportunities including grants that have historically 
been offered through the Transportation Improvement Board (TIB), the Freight Mobility 
Strategic Investment Board (FMSIB), WSDOT Bicycle and Pedestrian Program, and the Safe 
Routes to Schools Program, and the Climate Commitment Act. 

 
Telecommunications 
 

• Digital Access: The City supports and encourages efforts to increase digital access including 
access to low-cost internet service, affordable computers, and digital literacy training resources.  

 
• High Speed Broadband: The City supports the extension of pandemic-era initiatives including 

the Affordable Connectivity Program to promote broadband access in qualified low-income 
households, including 38,000 eligible households in Tacoma. 
 

 
 

Health 
 
The health of Tacoma residents includes physical and behavioral health, including both mental health 
and substance use disorders; however, it also includes other factors that impact the health and well-
being of residents, including environmental and safety issues.  The Council prioritizes improving health 
outcomes in these various areas and reducing disparities.  
 
In furtherance of these objectives, the following are specific policy positions related to health that 
impact the physical and behavioral health of residents, as well as the health of the environment: 
 
Physical and Behavioral Health 
 

• Access to Community-Based Behavioral Health Services: The City supports creating greater 
access to community-based behavioral health services to include substance use disorder, mental 
health, and dual diagnosis treatment facilities.  

o Opioid Crisis: Given the significant impacts of opioid and fentanyl use, the City 
supports additional funding for services and supports to address opioid use, 
including fentanyl.  
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o Effective Behavioral Health Treatment. The City supports efforts to significantly 
enhance treatment efficacy and patient outcomes by extending Medicaid 
coverage to at least 10 days for withdrawal management. 

 
• 988: The City supports the continued utilization and integration of the 988 Suicide & Crisis 

Lifeline and the need to develop a robust system to triage, provide rapid response, follow-up 
services, as well as to coordinate 911, law enforcement, and behavioral health.   
 

• Behavioral Health Workforce: The City encourages the legislature to advance policies and 
funding that support a behavioral health workforce. This includes reducing the barriers posed by 
regulations and certifications on workforce entry into behavioral and medical health fields 
without improperly impacting quality of care, and investing in local workforce development 
systems to directly support upskilling and reskilling workers on behalf of behavioral healthcare 
providers. 

 
• Programs to Support Vulnerable Populations: The City supports funding for programs that serve 

our most vulnerable populations, including Housing & Essential Needs (HEN) and Aged, Blind, 
and Disabled (ABD) Cash Assistance Program.  The City also supports state efforts to provide 
services, including street medicine for vulnerable populations.  
 

• Apple Health And SNAP: The City supports state efforts to preserve and sustain critical state 
programs in the face of reductions in federal funding, including backfilling key programs such as 
food assistance, Medicaid, behavioral health, and other programs integral to the state’s social 
safety net.  
 

 
Environment 

Tacoma has declared a climate emergency and adopted a Tacoma Climate Action Plan and Green 
Economic Development Strategy.  The City supports continuing efforts to take bold steps to advance 
transformative climate policies and support of those emerging industries that further the goals of the 
City’s policies.  As the state leads the nation in making this transition, the City encourages the state to 
recognize that historically underrepresented, underserved, and vulnerable communities are expected to 
experience the first and worst impacts of climate change. The state should equitably support these 
communities.  

The City supports efforts that will improve the health of our environment and align with the City’s 
climate action goals including, but not limited to, the following: 

• State Funding for Local Climate Efforts: The City supports continuation of the Climate 
Commitment Act. The City requests the state to support local strategies toward decarbonization 
and reducing greenhouse gas emissions.  The City encourages the state to allocate a portion of 
the funding generated through the Climate Commitment Act to cities for activities and projects 
identified in locally developed Climate Action Plans. The City also supports continuing, and 

https://cms.cityoftacoma.org/CMO/Tacoma2025_ResolutionNo39106.pdf
https://www.cityoftacoma.org/UserFiles/Servers/Server_6/File/cms/enviro/Sustain/CAP%20Final/Section%202.pdf
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increasing, investments into accounts that support local efforts to address the reduction of 
greenhouse gas emissions, including the Carbon Emissions Reduction Act (CERA), the Climate 
Investment Account (CIA), and the Air Quality & Health Disparities Improvement Account 
(AQHDIA). The City supports efforts to assist tree canopy programs consistent with the policies 
implemented by the City.  The City also supports state grants related to tree inventories, tree 
canopy assessments, urban forestry plans, and funding for tree maintenance efforts.  
 

• Local Health and Opportunity: The City recognizes that areas designated as Opportunity Zones 
and other economically distressed communities are often disproportionately impacted by poor 
air quality, which affects the health and workforce productivity of residents. The City supports 
state programs to drive the deployment of clean air technologies and modern infrastructure 
within these key economic areas. We encourage state efforts that ensure these investments 
lead to measurable public health improvements and create local jobs by ensuring full parity in 
accessing new technologies and infrastructure upgrades.  
 

• Electric Vehicles: The City encourages the state to support funding for vehicle and bicycle 
electrification, including continuing to offer the e-bike incentive program with additional 
funding.  The City supports efforts to support zero emissions truck program to provide equitable 
access to heavy duty electric trucks and high speed truck charging to ensure highly impacted 
communities in Tacoma benefit from the Climate Commitment Act. The City supports state 
funding related to establishing electric vehicle charging stations, including accessible vehicle 
charging stations, and related necessary infrastructure improvements. 
 

• Climate Adaptation: The City encourages policies and investments that support the City in 
preparing for the changes occurring due to climate change, including intensifying rainfall events, 
extreme heat and wildfire smoke such as heat pump installation and development of resilience 
centers. Additionally, sea level rise is a significant concern for our shoreline habitat and 
vulnerable infrastructure and will need investments to protect these assets.  
 

• Carbon: The City encourages policies and investments that reduce the carbon intensity of new 
and existing buildings, including expanding energy efficiency, electrification through heat 
pumps, green building standards, upgrades to public buildings, and other measures. The City 
supports utilizing a greater portion of the Climate Commitment Act funding to support 
decarbonization efforts. 
 

• Investments to Improve Fish Passage and Water Quality: The City encourages investments in 
local culvert and stormwater projects to improve fish passage and water quality. 
 

• Reuse and Recycling: The City encourages policies and investments that prevent waste and 
create opportunities for reuse and recycling markets, including extended producer responsibility 
and product stewardship models. 
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• Tree Impact Fees: The City supports efforts to provide incentives to developers for tree 
preservation and planting, such as tree impact fees or reductions to impact fees related to 
trees.     
 

• Asarco Smelter Plume and Soil Contaminants: The City encourages continuing to fund the 
Department of Ecology’s program to address legacy contamination from the Asarco smelter 
plume in Tacoma, as well as increased notification to homebuyers purchasing a property within 
the area impacted by the smelter plume, as well as notification to homebuyers for other soil 
contaminants such as pesticide residue from former apple orchards. 
 

• Parks Rx: The City supports efforts to incentivize access to nature and wellness programs by 
creating partnerships among health providers and park systems to improve physical and mental 
health outcomes such as Parks Rx, legislation supported by Parks Tacoma and The Tacoma 
Pierce County Health Department. 
 

• Reducing Air Pollution from Local Production Facilities. The City supports legislative efforts to 
provide cities with more authority to address nuisances or complaints regarding perceived 
nuisances from production facilities in their jurisdiction. The City also supports efforts to place 
restrictions on certain types of facilities, such as based on their location and the population of 
the jurisdiction.   
 

• Environmental Support for Businesses: The City supports state efforts to provide protections 
and assistance for business lessees and owners related to grease interceptor systems, including 
requirements to share information, lease supports, and environmental facilities upgrade grants. 

It is also important that the work to address environmental impacts are based on science and data, 
including, but not limited to the following issues:  

• Nutrients: Ensure that policies and requirements that are intended to protect the health of the 
Puget Sound, such as with the Department of Ecology’s regulation of wastewater treatment 
plant nutrients, are based in science and that the state works with, and supports, the City to 
improve practices based on science. 
 

• Biosolids: Ensure that environmentally friendly programs, such as the City’s TAGRO “Tacoma 
Grow” products, are supported and preserved.  
 

Additional Policy Positions 
 

Fiscal Issues 

• State-Shared Revenue: Cities provide many services residents rely upon including 
transportation, affordable housing, and public safety. These services need to expand each year 
due to population growth, aging infrastructure, and changing community needs. Cities rely on 
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state-shared revenue funds to assist in continuing to provide these critical public services.  The 
City supports efforts to protect and enhance state-shared revenues, including but not limited to 
liquor taxes, cannabis excise taxes, and the Municipal Criminal Justice Assistance Account. 
 

• Capital Improvements: The City requests the state to support City efforts to achieve capital 
improvements to City property aligned with the Facility Advisory Committee report.  The City 
also supports an increase in the Library Capital Improvement Program.  
 

• Fiscal Sustainability: In addition to the increase in service needs, revenues are fluctuating and 
the City is anticipating a reduction in revenue. To assist with providing critical public service 
needs, the City supports legislation that protect or increase the City’s authority and ability to 
raise revenue, including but not limited to increasing the 1% property tax limit and ensuring 
there are not restrictions on the City’s authority to impose a local business and occupation 
(B&O) tax and business license requirements. Additionally, the City supports legislation that 
clarifies that the city can collect B&O tax on royalties.  
 
The City supports efforts to review and revise both state and local tax structures such that they 
rely less on regressive revenue options. Changes to the state tax structure should not negatively 
impact cities’ revenue authority and should allow cities revenue flexibility to address their 
community’s needs. 
 

• Retirement Investments: The City operates its own retirement program for city employees, as 
well as the city’s LEOFF 1 retirement program.  The City is opposed to any proposal that requires 
the City to cede these operations to the Washington State Investment Board, that transfers 
reserves out of the programs or otherwise negatively impacts the operations.  
 

• State Infrastructure Bank: The City supports the creation of a state-sponsored financing 
cooperative option that provides low-interest (less than market rate) public infrastructure 
financing specifically targeting urban areas to support the creation and retention of livable wage 
jobs. 
 

• Participatory Budgeting: The City of Tacoma has piloted Participatory Budgeting and achieved 
great success in engaging thousands of community members. The City supports state efforts to 
increase participation in civic and community building through direct budget decision-making. 
 
 

Planning 

• Local Control: The City prioritizes public input and community engagement in local decision-
making.  The state should honor local decision-making authority and the public processes that 
support the local decision-making. The City opposes preemption, particularly in areas the City 
currently has ordinances in place such as in the area of adult entertainment establishments.  
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• Growth Management Act (GMA) Reform: The City supports the objective of the Growth 
Management Act (GMA) to focus growth in urban centers.  The City recognizes that additional 
changes are needed to the Act to ensure its effectiveness in spurring growth near infrastructure 
and avoiding unintended consequences. The City supports proposals that further facilitate 
annexations, growth within urban centers, and provides dedicated planning funding to local 
jurisdictions to implement any new policies or responsibilities.  
 

• Annexation: The City encourages the state to consider policies that address the financial 
challenges involved with annexations, including the funding needed to upgrade infrastructure in 
newly annexed areas. 
 

• Transfer of State Obligations: The City supports statutes and practices that provide sufficient 
input and controls over the obligations and responsibilities created for the City with the transfer 
of property from the state.  This includes when the state transfers obligations to the City, such 
as the transfer of portions of state highway to City responsibility. 
 

• Local Planning Implementation: The City supports state efforts to assist local jurisdictions 
implement planning processes including but not limited to the Tideflats Subarea Planning 
Project in Tacoma. This may include brownfields, transportation studies, or infrastructure 
investment.  

General Government  

• Public Disclosure, Participation, and Transparency: The City supports providing protections for 
municipal employees to the same extent as those provided to state employees. The City 
supports exploring ways to reduce the impact of abusive public records requests and litigation 
while maintaining transparency. The City also supports expanded opportunities for public 
comment and participation in public meetings when done in a manner that the city can 
implement efficiently and cost-effectively.  

• Protecting Library Workers: Tacoma Public Libraries supports protecting library employees in 
the same manner as all public sector employees.  
 

• Challenges to Intellectual Freedom: Tacoma Public Libraries opposes legislation that restricts 
intellectual freedom. The City support ensuring access to a wide range of materials, free of 
charge, through our public library system.   

 
• Liability: The City supports protecting against liability expansion and new policies that would 

drive additional claims and litigation increasing costs, especially in the area of public works, law 
enforcement, and public safety.  The City opposes legislation that would negatively impact the 
City’s self-insurance program. 
 

• Public Works Contract Thresholds: The City supports state modifications to public works 
contract thresholds that provide the City with flexibility. 

 



20 
 

Immigration and Detention 
 

• Immigration: The City supports policies that allow Tacoma’s immigrant community to feel safe, 
secure, and welcomed in the state.  

• Detention: The City supports policies that ensure the health, safety, and welfare of individuals 
detained in detention facilities located in the City. The City supports policies that limit expansion 
of any private facilities.  

• Support for Health, Safety, and Welfare of Individuals Detained at the NWIPC: The City 
supports ensuring the health, safety, and welfare of individuals in the NWIPC are protected, as 
well as legislation that impacts sharing of information or individuals being placed in the facility 
consistent with the position of the City Council. 

Other Issues: 

• City Codes and Policies: Ensure that state laws and policies are consistent with, or allow for the 
continuation of, policies adopted by the Council in areas that impact residents of the City of 
Tacoma including, but not limited to, electric fences, control of rights-of-way, clean energy sites, 
and animals. 
 

• Events and Venues: The City operates venues, including the Tacoma Dome, and hosts events 
that attract tourism and economic benefits to Tacoma and Pierce County that are important to 
the region. The City supports efforts to improve transparency but opposes additional state 
regulations that will negatively impact the venues' operations.  
 

• Youth School Enrollment: Many young people did not return to school when in-person learning 
resumed following COVID.  The City supports efforts to obtain and review the data on the youth 
who did not return to school and implement programs to re-engage these youth and provide 
appropriate services. 
 

• Psilocybin Substances: The City encourages the legislature to consider decriminalizing psilocybin 
substances in light of the growing research indicating potential medical uses for the substances 
and the number of local jurisdictions and states that are decriminalizing the substance.  
 

• Litter and Graffiti: Litter, trash, and graffiti are concerns that exist beyond the issues related to 
homelessness.  Yearly litter accumulation rates per acre are highest on urban freeway on-ramps 
and off-ramps. The City supports the state increasing its efforts to address litter, trash, and 
graffiti in areas that are its responsibility including, but not limited to, freeway on-ramps and off-
ramps, and in rights-of-way areas. The City also supports funding for City cleanup efforts in 
these areas.  The City encourages the state to provide additional resources for abatement of 
unsolicited graffiti, particularly on rights-of way inside city jurisdictions, including review of and 
expanding the state litter. Additionally, the City supports state efforts to create murals and local 
art on blank walls along the freeway and rights-of-way to discourage graffiti. 
 



  
 
 
Preservation of Services Amid Federal Cuts: The City encourages Washington State to preserve 
and sustain critical state programs in the face of reductions in federal funding, including 
backfilling key programs such as food assistance, Medicaid, behavioral health, and other 
programs integral to the state’s social safety network.  
 
Fiscal Sustainability: Like the state, the City has faced budget challenges that have led to 
service reductions. As the state develops its supplemental budgets, the City encourages the 
Legislature to refrain from reducing state revenues that are distributed to cities.  Additionally, 
the City supports proposals that would provide local governments with a sustainable, 
progressive, and equitable tax system, including revenue tools and flexibility with existing 
revenues.  
 
Capital Requests:  
North End Treatment Plant (NETP) Trickling Filter Project 

Funding to construct a new trickling filter, which is an essential component of the NETP’s wastewater 
treatment process that provides the second stage of contaminant removal and allows the NETP to 
reliably meet its National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permit regulations. 

Request Amount: $2 Million  

 
 
 
Other Issues of Importance 

• Wastewater Treatment Plant Nutrient Regulation: The City is requesting legislative 
engagement on wastewater treatment plant nutrient regulations being proposed by the 
Department of Ecology to ensure that the regulations balance water quality and housing 
affordability.  
 

• Transfer of State Obligations: The City is requesting legislation to update the statutory 
framework for the process WSDOT uses to transfer state property to local jurisdictions, 
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in order to allow more input from local jurisdictions and to require appropriate due 
diligence prior to the transfer. 
 

• Sidewalk Utility: The City is interested in the development of new tools for local 
infrastructure needs related not just to expansion and growth, but also for maintenance 
of aging systems. The City will be asking the Legislature to explore options for additional 
revenue sources for sidewalks and infrastructure needs, including creation of sidewalk 
utilities. 

 

• Continued Advocacy for Transportation Projects (Transportation Request): The City is 
dedicated to building out a local transportation network that supports all modes and is well-
maintained and safe. As such, the City supports: Increased funding and local revenue options to 
maintain and preserve local bridges, roadways, ferries, sidewalks, parks, and trails. The City 
requests the state’s partnership to respond to the worsening condition of the Fishing Wars 
Memorial Bridge. The bridge provides freight mobility, emergency response, and access for the 
Port of Tacoma, the cities of Tacoma and Fife, and the Puyallup Tribe. 

 



City of Tacoma 
General Government 

2026 Federal Legislative Priorities 
 

Preserving Critical Funding for Residents: The City urges Congress to protect and strengthen 
key federal programs that support health, food security, and general well-being, which are vital 
for community stability and local economic health. Specifically, Congress must maintain robust 
funding for the Affordable Care Act (ACA) and Medicaid to ensure affordable healthcare and 
avoid shifting uncompensated care costs to the local level, including critical emergency medical 
and life support services provided by the Tacoma Fire Department, which rely on Medicaid 
reimbursements to cover a significant share of medical transportation costs. Furthermore, the 
City stresses the importance of preserving funding for the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 
Program (SNAP) and the Special Supplemental Nutrition Program for Women, Infants, and 
Children (WIC), which are essential anti-hunger measures that improve maternal and child 
health and reduce food insecurity. The City also calls for continued support of critical Social 
Services Block Grants (SSBG) that fund local services, ultimately preventing local service 
demand from overwhelming city and county resources. 

Infrastructure: As Congress focuses on federal surface transportation reauthorization, the City 
urges lawmakers to provide sustained, predictable funding that strengthens safety and supports 
commerce. We seek investment in local safety measures including technology and facility 
upgrades that prevent fatalities and injuries, and continued infrastructure funding for freight 
movement essential to our trade-dependent economy. This includes federal support to 
complete Phase II of the Fishing Wars Memorial Bridge replacement, a critical corridor for 
freight mobility, emergency response, and Port access. We also urge increased formula funding 
directly to local governments and continued access to competitive programs like Safe Streets 
and Roads for All to advance Vision Zero goals. 

Affordable Housing and Home Ownership: With the enactment of the budget reconciliation 
law, the City looks to leverage tax provisions to address the housing shortage and invest in 
underserved communities, including the expansion of the Low-Income Housing Tax Credit 
(LIHTC) and second round of Opportunity Zone designations. Building upon those recent 
legislative victories, the City urges Congress to maintain critical formula funding administered by 
the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development to fully realize the potential of the 
reconciliation measure. The City advocates for increasing appropriations for the HOME 
Investment Partnerships Program as important gap financing for LIHTC projects to increase the 
supply of affordable housing, and the Community Development Block Grant to advance 
economic development goals, maintain public infrastructure, and provide services to low-
moderate income residents. The City urges lawmakers to maintain housing vouchers and 
funding for programs and strategies that prevent and address homelessness. 

 



Community Safety: The City of Tacoma is committed to a multi-layered public safety approach 
in 2026, prioritizing crime reduction and effective response with a federal-local partnership. We 
seek increased federal funding to support the full spectrum of public safety personnel that have 
contributed to year-over-year reductions in crime in Tacoma, specifically by expanding eligibility 
for non-sworn personnel—such as behavioral health co-responders and Community Service 
Officers—who lead successful alternative response and non-violent incident programs, freeing 
up sworn law enforcement officers to focus on violent crime and apprehension of offenders. 
Funding must be directed toward general violence reduction initiatives, including evidence-
based strategies focused on prevention, intervention, and positive youth development. Finally, 
recognizing the strain on our emergency services, we advocate for increased federal investment 
to support our frontline workers like Fire/EMS with necessary equipment, wellness programs, 
and fleet and facility modernization. 

Supporting Human Rights and Dignity: The City of Tacoma remains steadfast in its commitment 
to supporting and valuing all individuals in our community, ensuring all Tacomans are afforded 
human rights and dignity, and fostering trust across all city operations, including participatory 
budgeting and neighborhood planning. We urge Congress to advance comprehensive 
immigration reform that provides a clear pathway to status and citizenship, stabilizes our local 
workforce, and promotes family unity. The City of Tacoma will continue to partner with state 
and federal entities to seek sustained support, resources, and policy changes that uphold the 
rights and well-being of every member of our community. 
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The City of Tacoma’s legislative agenda reflects the strategic priorities adopted by the City Council 
to improve the quality of life for all residents. These priorities include community safety, housing 
and homelessness, livable wage jobs, access to facilities and services, human and environmental 
health, and belief and trust. 
 
In advancing these priorities, the City will continue to collaborate with community partners, 
educational institutions, nonprofits, local businesses, service providers, and governments at all 
levels on issues of importance to our City and region. We support legislative actions and 
partnerships that align with these priorities and advance Tacoma’s vision for a thriving and resilient 
future. 
 
The following outlines the City of Tacoma’s positions on key federal legislative issues and priorities. 
 

Safety 
 
Public safety is a priority for the City.  The City’s objectives include reducing the number of crimes 
occurring, particularly firearm-related offenses, and increasing the effectiveness of our response 
by enhancing coordination with appropriate behavioral health services. The City objectives also 
include increasing the percentage of residents who feel safe and decreasing response times for 
911 calls for assistance.   
 
In furtherance of these objectives, the following are specific policy positions related to safety: 
 
Law Enforcement 
 

• Recruitment and Staffing: Like many jurisdictions across the country, the City of Tacoma 
is working to increase the number of officers in our law enforcement agency, the Tacoma 
Police Department (TPD). The department is making strong progress in hiring and is 
employing data-driven strategies along with innovative approaches such as establishing a 
unit of non-commissioned civilian officers. Continued investment is needed to fully meet 
staffing levels that support public safety. The City supports adequate funding for programs 
that help cities recruit, train, and develop local law enforcement personnel, as well as 
efforts to expand federal grant eligibility to include community service officers responding 
to low-risk calls. 
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• Public Defense Funding: Criminal indigent defense is a constitutional right. While 

Congress has historically funded public defenders through the appropriations process, 
additional funding is needed to provide appropriate public defense services, particularly as 
demand increases due to new prosecution initiatives and expanded jurisdiction over 
certain offenses on tribal land.  
 

Alternative Response  
 

• Alternatives to Traditional Law Enforcement Response: Programs that provide 
responses that are alternatives to traditional law enforcement are critical to improving 
public safety.  In situations involving individuals experiencing behavioral health issues, 
programs such as behavioral health co-responder, diversion, and other alternative 
programs improve outcomes for the community and law enforcement. The City supports 
funding and programs to assist local jurisdictions with the establishment, expansion, and 
operation of alternative response programs, such as co-responder, diversion and other 
models that provide options beyond law enforcement for responding to situations involving 
individuals experiencing from behavioral health issues, including cognitive decline.  

 
• Problem Solving Courts: Problem-solving courts differ from traditional courts in that they 

focus on a type of offense or the person committing the offense. They offer therapeutic and 
interdisciplinary approaches to addressing issues underlying the criminal behavior. The 
City supports maintaining funding and programs, such as the Bureau of Justice Assistance 
Adult Treatment Court Program, that provide assistance to local governments to plan, 
implement, and enhance the operations of adult treatment courts. 

 
• Violence Reduction Programs: The City has implemented, or is in the process of 

implementing, programs and services focused on reducing community firearm violence. 
The City supports funding opportunities to allow the implementation of community and law 
enforcement programs to address firearm violence and to provide programs for young 
people with the goal of violence prevention. 
 

• Community Safety: The City is developing a community safety action strategy that will 
include city actions to support public safety, including actions beyond traditional police 
and fire responses, and will identify opportunities to support additional community and 
legislative actions that further enhance community safety. The City supports federal efforts 
to address the root causes of poverty which will increase community safety, consistent 
with the City’s plans. 

 
Specific Criminal Offenses 
 

• Hate Crimes: The City supports federal initiatives that address and prevent hate crimes 
and hate incidents. We are committed to fostering a safe community where every resident 
is treated with dignity and respect. 
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• Substance Use: Opioid-related overdoses are the most common cause of accidental 
death in Pierce County, taking more lives than traffic or firearm fatalities,1 due largely to 
increased use of fentanyl. Opioid deaths in Washington are growing most quickly among 
people ages 18-24.  The City supports additional resources and technical assistance from 
the federal government to help federal, state, and local law enforcement address the 
substance addiction crisis in cities. 

 
• Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault: The City supports funding for programs and 

services to support survivors of domestic violence and sexual assault. The City also 
supports funding for domestic violence and sexual assault prevention education programs. 
The City supports legislation requiring the surrender of firearms in cases involving domestic 
violence or sexual assault, including following conviction and related to orders for 
protection and no-contact orders. 

 
Fire  

• Support Tacoma Fire Department, including TFD Emergency Medical Services: The 
Tacoma Fire Department’s (TFD) call volume has increased by over 40% since 2006; of 
these, 80% have been for Emergency Medical Services. TFD personnel provide essential 
services in dangerous and crisis situations. The City supports policies, programming and 
resources that assist municipal fire departments to provide services and training, purchase 
technology and equipment, and address the mental health needs of first responders. These 
include, but are not limited to, protecting public safety grant programs, increasing funding 
and reimbursement options for emergency medical response and patient transport, and 
providing resources for responding to emerging hazards such as electric vehicle and battery 
fires. 
 

• Support for Life Support Services: TFD is a critical provider of Basic and Advanced Life 
Support Services. The city strongly advocates for maintaining vital Medicaid funding, as 
these federal resources cover a significant portion of our medical transportation fees. This 
sustained support is essential for ensuring the costs of these critical services are reliably 
managed through the program 
 

• Battery Fires: Lithium-ion battery fires pose unique risks to users and first responders. The 
City supports a study of fires related to electric batteries to inform policies and practices to 
reduce risk and improve opportunities for safer disposal. The City supports federal 
legislation that would require the Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC) to create, 
in a timely manner, a federal safety standard for rechargeable lithium-ion batteries used in 
micromobility devices, such as e-bicycles, e-scooters, and hoverboards. 

 
Housing and Homelessness 

 
Housing and homelessness are challenges affecting communities across the state and nation and 
addressing them requires both immediate action and long-term solutions. Since 2017, the City of 
Tacoma has operated under a Declaration of State of Public Health Emergency to respond to 

 
1  https://tpchd.org/info/data/overdose/ 

https://tpchd.org/info/data/overdose/
https://tpchd.org/info/data/overdose/
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health and safety concerns associated with growing encampments, extending the ordinance 
several times as conditions have evolved. 
 
The City has prioritized a comprehensive approach to housing and homelessness, recognizing that 
increasing the availability of affordable, diverse housing types is key to long-term solutions. Guided 
by the City’s Homelessness Strategy, Tacoma advocates for policies, investments, and 
partnerships that address the full spectrum of need—from emergency response and shelter to 
permanent supportive housing and prevention. Through initiatives like Home in Tacoma, the City is 
also pursuing policies and zoning changes that support more housing options, encourage 
thoughtful growth, and help prevent displacement of longtime residents. 
 
The City’s priorities include expanding resources to meet the needs of unhoused community 
members, reducing unsanctioned encampments and their impacts, increasing permanent 
supportive housing, producing and preserving affordable housing, and preventing displacement. 
 
Tacoma also recognizes that housing and homelessness are regional challenges that require 
collaboration across jurisdictions. We are committed to working with local, regional, and federal 
partners to align policies and leverage resources to create lasting, systemic solutions. 
 
In support of these goals, the following are specific policy positions related to housing and 
homelessness: 
 
 
Housing 
 

• Federal Flexibility:  Cities are on the frontlines of addressing the affordable housing crisis 
and as such, are best suited to determine how to best deploy federal assistance to serve 
the neediest communities. The City urges the Administration and lawmakers to preserve 
and strengthen federal funding for U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development 
(HUD) programs, which are essential to producing, preserving, and maintaining affordable 
housing. In addition, the City supports maintaining increased flexibility in the 
administration of HUD grant programs, including the extension of the use of HOME 
Community Housing Development Organization funds and increased administrative 
allowance for HOME funds, to most effectively respond to project and program oversight 
requirements.   
 

• Reducing Displacement: Many of the efforts to increase the housing supply impact the 
ability of individuals on limited incomes to remain housed, including senior residents. The 
City has adopted an Anti-Displacement Strategy which includes 21 policy and program 
actions to prevent and mitigate displacement of Tacoma residents from their homes and 
communities. The City supports increased federal funding for programs such as rental and 
housing assistance and home repairs for low-income homeowners, as well policies to 
reduce displacement and provide opportunities for those on limited incomes to remain 
housed, including allowing senior residents to age in place.   
 
 

Affordable Housing: The City of Tacoma lacks affordable housing.  37-percent of households in 
Tacoma pay at least 30 percent of their income on housing costs each month, reducing their ability 

https://cms.tacoma.gov/NCS/NCS/Homelessness%20Strategy-v3_footnotes.pdf
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to pay for other necessities. The cost of rental homes increased by 78-percent since 2015, and 
home values have increased 58 percent since 2018.  In response to this urgent need, the City 
developed the Affordable Housing Action Strategy  to guide its efforts to dramatically increase 
investments in new rental and homeownership opportunities and establish broader anti-
displacement measures.  While this effort has resulted in an increase in affordable housing units, 
there is a significant demand that will continue to increase. 
 

• Federal Funding: With the enactment of the budget reconciliation law, the City looks to 
leverage tax provisions to addressing housing shortage and invest in underserved 
communities, including the expansion of the Low-Income Housing Tax Credit and second 
round of Opportunity Zone designations. Building upon those recent legislative victories, 
the City urges Congress to maintain critical formula funding administered by the U.S. 
Department of Housing and Urban Development to fully realize the potential of the 
reconciliation measure. The City advocates for increasing appropriations for the HOME 
Investment Partnerships Program as important gap financing for LIHTC projects to increase 
the supply of affordable housing, and the Community Development Block Grant to advance 
economic development goals, maintain public infrastructure, and provide services to low-
moderate income residents 
 

• Area Median Income Calculation: Many state and federal housing programs utilize a 
percentage of area median income (AMI) to calculate eligibility. WAMI is generally 
calculated using county data. However, the AMI for the City is significantly different from 
Pierce County as a whole. The City supports statutory changes, clarifications, and other 
state and federal efforts to allow AMI to be calculated by city or metropolitan area.  

 
Homeownership 
 

• Low Income Housing Tax Credit [LIHTC]: LIHTC is the primary tool for building low and 
moderate-income rental units in the United States. The City is supportive of the expansion 
of LIHTC included in the reconciliation bill. 
 

• Expanding Homeownership Opportunities: Homeownership is the primary tool for 
building intergenerational wealth and an option to help people stay rooted in their 
communities. The City supports federal efforts to enhance home ownership opportunities, 
especially among underserved communities, through assistance to homebuyers, modifying 
existing federal programs to support homeownership or fair housing practices, addressing 
bias in the market, and expanding access to credit and counseling for homebuyers. 
                   

 
Federal Funding 
 

• Community Investment: Community development investments build stronger and more 
resilient communities. The City supports robust funding for programs that support 
economic development at the local level, such as the U.S. Department of Housing and 
Urban Development (HUD) Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) program that 
provides significant financial resources to local governments working to address a variety 
of needs such as infrastructure, economic development, public facilities, community 

https://cms.cityoftacoma.org/cro/ahas/affordablehousingactionstrategy.pdf
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centers, housing rehabilitation, small business assistance, homeowner assistance, and 
more. 

 
Homelessness Services  
 

• Funding for Shelters: The City has implemented a Homelessness Strategy to respond to 
the homelessness crisis. This strategy includes implementation and operation of temporary 
shelters to address immediate needs while also encouraging development of affordable 
housing in our community as a long-term strategy to mitigate incidences of homelessness. 
The City’s strategy to transition from our current investment in shelter beds to deeper 
support of permanent and supportive housing as well as the intervention and stabilization 
services described in the strategy.  

o The City supports flexible federal funding that can be utilized to maintain operations 
and to continue implementation of the strategy to move towards more permanent 
solutions for people experiencing homelessness. 

o The City supports federal funding for programs and services to assist people 
experiencing homelessness, including mental health and substance use disorder 
treatment services. 

 
Infrastructure 
 

• Infrastructure Investments: The City supports infrastructure investments aimed at 
reducing housing construction costs and accommodating growth. The City has embraced 
growth and increased density throughout its planning code. To successfully accommodate 
this growth, the City supports increased federal resources for infrastructure such as 
sidewalks, street lighting, broadband, and other infrastructure integral to urban living. 
Additionally, investing funding in water, sewer, and stormwater infrastructure necessary to 
the development can help offset rising housing constructions costs to make housing more 
affordable.   
 

 
Jobs 

 
A City goal is that Tacoma be a growing economy where residents can find livable wage jobs in key 
industry areas and for Tacoma to be a place of choice for employers, professionals, and new 
graduates. To achieve these goals, the City has prioritized workforce development and increasing 
the number of livable wage jobs in Tacoma.  The City also prioritizes increasing the number of small 
businesses surviving and thriving in the City, including increasing business ownership among 
historically underrepresented communities, and fostering a greater array of the types of small 
businesses that call Tacoma home.  
 
In furtherance of these objectives, the following are specific policy positions related to jobs: 
 
Livable Wage Jobs: Tacoma has established alignment between the City and local workforce 
development board, allowing us to braid funding across initiatives to increase impact while 
leveraging the expertise of the private sector, labor, and technical colleges that make up the 
workforce board, with the goal of increasing the pool of skilled workers who can compete for high 

https://cms.tacoma.gov/NCS/NCS/Homelessness%20Strategy-v3_footnotes.pdf
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wage jobs. The federal government should encourage and support similar programs. The City 
supports additional federal assistance for local workforce efforts including, but not limited to: 
 

• Skills Training: Support for upskilling/reskilling workers to meet the evolving demands of 
emerging industries and workforce gaps. 
 

• Apprenticeship Programs: Fully funding apprentice, pre-apprentice programs and other 
workforce development programs, and reauthorizing the Workforce Innovation and 
Opportunity Act. 
 

• Cross-Sector Partnerships: Support for cross-sector initiatives involving labor, business, 
workforce providers, governments, education, and training entities to develop strategies 
prepare workers for high-wage jobs.  

 
• Barriers to Employment: Support for programs that remove barriers to employment for 

vulnerable populations, including barriers to employment for refugees and immigrants. 
 
Economic Development Tools and Supports: To achieve the City goals for the economy and 
workforce, there must be support for large and small businesses, and increased economic 
development tools and supports.  The City supports strategies and partnerships that advance 
these areas including, but not limited to, the following: 

 
• Small and Medium-Sized Businesses: Funding and policies that support small and 

medium-sized businesses, including subsidies and incubators to support disadvantaged 
businesses struggling with rising market-rate rents and workforce challenges. 
 

• Small Business Technical Assistance: Funding and policies that provide technical 
assistance and financial literacy programs to assist small businesses access capital and 
available grants. 

 
• Advancing Workforce Opportunity: It is critical to support, expand, and strengthen 

workforce development activities, including retraining for emerging industry sectors, by 
ensuring fair access and maximum participation for all individuals. We emphasize building 
comprehensive and effective programs that connect every individual with the skills needed 
to succeed in high-demand, high-wage careers, thereby fostering a highly skilled and 
competitive national workforce 
 

• Economic Development Tools: Expanding and creating economic development tools that 
will assist the City in developing solutions for the community, including around issues 
related to food and pharmacy access in all neighborhoods. 

 

• Advanced Manufacturing and Emerging Industries: Building on the City’s Economic 
Development Strategy, Tacoma supports the siting and expansion of manufacturing, 
research, and development activities that create high-quality, tradable-sector jobs in next-
generation industries. The City also supports the strategic use of manufacturing tax 
incentives to attract new investment and accelerate growth in these sectors. 
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• Future-Focused Job Growth: Expand opportunities in growing sectors such as renewable 
energy, urban forestry, natural stormwater management, urban agriculture, and green 
technology. These efforts will strengthen Tacoma’s economy, support innovation, and 
ensure that residents in historically underserved neighborhoods have access to quality jobs 
in these emerging fields. 

 
• Career Pathways: Establishing career pathways to livable wage jobs in the community, 

including identifying apprenticeship opportunities to support the public sector. 
 

• Support for Workers: The City supports direct aid to workers whose employment is 
impacted as a result of global trade agreements, such as Trade Act Assistance.  

 
• Opportunity Zones: Opportunity Zones provide a tax incentive for investors to re-invest 

their unrealized capital gains into dedicated Opportunity Funds., as encouragement for 
long-term investments in economically distressed areas. The City supports efforts to 
maximize Opportunity Zones in the City and their impacts 

 
 

Access 
 
A key City goal is to ensure that all residents are treated fairly and have access to essential 
services, community facilities, and opportunities for financial stability. The City is committed to 
using data to guide decisions, direct resources, and develop strategies that close gaps in access 
and improve outcomes for residents. This approach also informs how the City prioritizes 
investments — including expanding language access, improving transportation and mobility 
options, and ensuring that services reach the communities that need them most. 
 
In furtherance of these objectives, the following are specific policy positions related to access: 
 
Fostering Community Strength and Opportunity: The City supports federal initiatives that 
promote the safety, well-being, and upward mobility of all our residents by addressing systemic 
challenges that have historically created barriers in certain communities. The City supports 
policies that bolster opportunity and full participation in the American economy, including, but 
not limited to the following: 

• Tax Credits: Federal tools such as the Earned Income Tax Credit and Child Tax Credit, 
which support low and moderate-income earners. The City supports continuing and 
expanding these tools.  
 

• Guaranteed Income: Many Tacoma families struggle with financial instability. Tacoma 
launched a guaranteed income pilot program in 2021, Growing Resilience in Tacoma (GRIT), 
which granted 100 needy families a monthly, no-strings attached payment. The City 
supports a national guaranteed income program to stabilize needy families and interrupt 
cycles of poverty. It is important that the guaranteed income policy proposals include 
specific language that mitigates any impact additional income may have on the recipient’s 
eligibility for other public assistance programs.  

 



9 
 

• Reparations: The City supports federal efforts to acknowledge and address the impacts of 
discriminatory laws and policies on formerly enslaved people and their descendants.  

 
• Voting Rights: Voting is fundamental to democracy. The City supports legislation to protect 

and expand access to voting, including efforts to maintain and improve vote-by-mail 
elections 
 

Transportation and Infrastructure: The City is strategically guiding investment to develop a 
safe, accessible, and multimodal transportation system that prioritizes safety and public 
health, while focusing resources to serve the historically underserved communities that depend 
most heavily on accessible infrastructure. The City has prioritized safety including through 
committing to Vision Zero and the goal of eliminating traffic fatalities and severe injuries in the 
City of Tacoma by 2035. The City will seek federal support for projects of importance to the City, 
such as Fishing Wars Memorial Bridge Phase II. 
 

• Public Transit: Fund public transportation programs as authorized levels in the 
Bipartisan Infrastructure Law in the annual T-HUD appropriations bill.  

 
• Safety: The City supports funding increases for existing transportation safety programs, 

including but not limited to the Highway Safety Improvement Program, Safe Routes to 
School, Safe Streets and Roads for All, and the Transportation Alternatives Program.  

 
• Funding: While infrastructure financing programs provide flexible funding for major 

transportation projects and help local governments to leverage private and other 
nonfederal investments, the City recognizes that limited budget capacity, authorities, and 
delays in the federal approval process limit the effectiveness of these programs, 
particularly in disadvantaged communities. The City supports greater technical support at 
the USDOT Build America Bureau and flexibility for their approving multimodal and 
jurisdictional projects that can take advantage of favorable federal financing. The City also 
recommends raising the federal population cap for communities accessing the best 
available borrowing rates to ensure growing communities can appropriately utilize 
financing options. 

• Pedestrian and Bike Accessibility: The City supports maintaining and expanding 
sustainable funding sources for bicycle and pedestrian trails and facilities, such as the 
Transportation Alternatives set asides in the Surface Transportation Block Grant 
program. 
 

• Bridges: The City supports maintaining the Bridge Replacement and Rehabilitation 
program with sufficient funding to repair bridges that are structurally or operationally 
deficient. Off-system bridges should continue to be eligible for federal bridge funds, and 
the discretionary bridge program should be preserved. The City will seek federal funding for 
design and construction of the Fishing Wars Memorial Bridge Phase II project.  
 

• Harbor Maintenance and Dredging: The Port of Tacoma is an economic driver for the City 
and the South Sound, with over 42,000 jobs and $2.84 billion in income across the 
Washington state economy. The City supports policies and appropriations that will 
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maintain the competitiveness of the Port of Tacoma, such as legislation to allow Harbor 
Maintenance Trust Fund dollars to be spent on port infrastructure uses beyond dredging.  

Telecommunications 
 

• Preserving City Right of Way: The City supports policies that retain local government 
authority to manage rights-of-way to ensure the siting of cell towers and small cells is safe 
and appropriate. The City opposes legislation that seeks to preempt local land use and 
zoning authorities on broadband deployment projects, such as H.R. 3557. 

 
• Franchise Fees: The City supports reversal of an FCC order to allow franchise fees and EG 

Fees to be calculated as they have been for over 35 years as monetary-only fees. 
 

• Digital Access: Access to the Internet is essential for education and employment 
opportunities, business development, healthcare, government services, and community 
involvement. The City supports action by the federal government to provide matching 
grants, technology grants, tax credits, subsidies and other types of aid that would increase 
broadband deployment and affordability. The City also supports sustained funding of 
programs such as E-Rate, ReConnect, and other programs that support the buildout of 
broadband infrastructure. The City urges the federal government to ensure that these and 
other broadband grant programs are accessible to all communities, whether large or small, 
rural or urban, as well as municipal broadband network owners and operators. 

 
• High Speed Broadband: The City supports the extension of pandemic-era initiatives 

including the Affordable Connectivity Program to promote broadband access in qualified 
low-income households, including 38,000 eligible households in Tacoma. 

 
 
Childcare  
 

• Access to Childcare: Access to childcare is important to Tacoma residents. The City 
supports policies to expand access to affordable, quality childcare and preschool, 
including Universal Pre-Kindergarten and early childhood mental health services.  

 
Arts, Culture, and the Creative Economy 
 

• Access to Arts: Tacoma Creates is a voter-approved initiative to increase access to arts, 
culture, heritage, and science experiences throughout Tacoma by reducing barriers to 
access and expanding offerings, particularly to underserved youth. The City supports 
federal funding and policies to increase access to arts, culture, heritage, and science 
experiences. 
 

• Creative Economy: The City supports federal funding and policies that support the growth 
of the arts and the creative economy. 

 
 
 

https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-bill/3557?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22HR+3557%22%5D%7D&s=1&r=1
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Health 
 
Health of Tacoma residents includes physical and behavioral health, which includes both mental 
health and substance use disorder; however, it also includes factors that impact the health and 
well-being of residents including environmental and safety issues.  The Council prioritizes 
improving health outcomes in these various areas and reducing disparities.  
 
In furtherance of these objectives, the following are specific policy positions related to health that 
impact the physical and behavioral health of residents, as well as the health of the environment: 
  
Health 

• Healthcare: The City supports maintaining robust funding for Medicaid and permanently 
extending the enhanced health insurance premium subsidies under the Affordable Care Act 
(ACA). The City supports the right to access reproductive and gender affirming care.  

 
• Domestic Violence/Sexual Assault: The City supports policies, programs, and funding to 

assist people impacted by domestic violence and sexual assault. We urge Congress to fully 
fund programs authorized by the Violence Against Women Act as reauthorized in 2022. 
 

Behavioral Health 
 

• Access to Services: The City supports programs that provide funding to increase access to 
mental health and substance abuse services. 
 

• Community Health Centers: Adequately fund community health centers, which play a 
critical role in providing uninsured and underinsured people with health care services, 
including mental health and substance abuse treatment.   

• Programs to Support Vulnerable Populations: The City supports funding for programs 
that serve our most vulnerable populations.  
 

• 988 Suicide Crisis Lifeline The City supports increased federal coordination with state, 
county, and local officials on 988 mental health line implementation to ensure coordinated 
access to service providers. 

• Behavioral Health Workforce: The City supports policies and funding that assist local 
efforts to build out a behavioral health work force. This includes reducing the barriers posed 
by regulations/certifications on workforce entry into behavioral and medical health fields 
without improperly impacting quality of care and investing in local workforce development 
systems to directly support upskilling and reskilling workers on behalf of behavioral 
healthcare providers. 

 
Environment: The City is committed to responsible environmental stewardship as a key 
component of building a stronger and more resilient local economy. We will seek federal 
partnership and support to modernize our local infrastructure and advance initiatives that ensure 
clean air and water for all residents. 
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The City supports continuing efforts to take practical, results-driven action to improve the health of 
our environment and align with the City’s local goals, including: 
 

• Climate Mitigation and Adaptation: The City supports federal financial and technical 
assistance to support local government vulnerability assessments and climate change 
mitigation and adaptation implementation efforts to ensure that cities have the 
information, resources, and tools to adequately plan for and respond to climate change 
effects. 
 

• Local Health and Opportunity: The City recognizes that areas designated as Opportunity 
Zones and other economically distressed communities are often disproportionately 
impacted by poor air quality, which affects the health and workforce productivity of 
residents. The City supports federal programs to drive the deployment of clean air 
technologies and modern infrastructure within these key economic areas. We encourage 
federal efforts that ensure these investments lead to measurable public health 
improvements and create local jobs by ensuring full parity in accessing new technologies 
and infrastructure upgrades. 

 
• Interagency Partnership for Sustainable Communities: The City supports the 

Interagency Partnership for Sustainable Communities formed by the U.S. Department of 
Housing and Urban Development, the U.S. Department of Transportation, and the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency to coordinate housing, community development, 
transportation, energy, and environmental policies that will help local communities create 
better and more affordable places to live, work and raise families. The City urges Congress 
to pass legislation to officially authorize the partnership and to continue funding. 
 

• Superfund Sites: The City supports federal actions to assist local governments in 
Superfund site identification and remediation, such as reauthorization of the 
Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation and Liability Act (CERCLA, also 
known as Superfund) to ensure that existing hazardous waste disposal sites can continue 
to be identified, evaluated and cleaned up. Congress should increase the size of the 
Hazardous Substance Response Trust Fund that supports the Superfund program so it will 
be adequate to clean up sites already on the National Priority List (NPL) as well as any 
additional sites added to the list.  
 

• Brownfields: The City calls on Congress to reauthorize and fully fund the EPA Brownfields 
program, which supports the assessment, cleanup and redevelopment of sites that are 
contaminated by the presence or potential presence of a hazardous substance, pollutant 
or contaminant. The economic redevelopment and environmental restoration of these 
properties is essential to revitalizing communities and protecting public health. 
 

• Reuse and Recycling: The City supports investments in domestic infrastructure, support 
for local and regional recycling programs and education efforts, and policy changes will 
ensure recycling remains environmentally and economically sustainable.  
 

• Landfills: The City requests that any new federal mandates that retroactively reclassify 
specific segments of waste, thus requiring new and more costly disposal methods and/or 
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retrofitting of existing and closed disposal facilities be accompanied by financing to assist 
local government with compliance.  
  

• PFAS Contamination: The City supports federal policies that ensure that the parties 
responsible for PFAS contamination, including the federal government but excluding local 
governments, are held fully liable for costs of cleanup and mitigation and to ensure that 
sites are cleaned up in a timely manner. The City supports PFAS clean-up standards that 
are sufficiently stringent to permit reuse of the site and to obviate the need for additional 
cleanup and mitigation costs by affected local governments. 
 
 

Additional Policy Positions 
 
Civil Rights 
 

• Discrimination: The City supports federal legislation to expand protections to include 
discrimination based on sexual orientation and gender identity, such as the Equality Act.  

 
• Equal Pay: The City encourages the federal government to enact legislation to close gender 

pay gaps, such as the Paycheck Fairness Act. 
 
Other  
 

• Human Dignity and Immigration Reform: The City calls on Congress to take decisive 
action on comprehensive immigration reform to create a more functional, humane, and 
orderly system that upholds human dignity. Key priorities for this reform include: 

o Accountable and Humane Custody: Ensuring all federal detention facilities 
maintain adequate health and safety standards and prioritize the wellbeing of 
individuals in custody. The City urges Congress to eliminate financial incentives for 
detention by ending the use of private detention facilities and by narrowing the 
scope of mandatory detention to reserve incarceration for exceptional cases, while 
expanding cost-effective alternatives.  

o Enforcement Professionalism: Requiring all law enforcement officers and agents of 
the Department of Homeland Security involved in civil immigration enforcement to 
clearly display official identification and insignia when detaining or arresting 
individuals. We support policies that prohibit the use of unapproved, non-tactical 
masks to ensure accountability and public confidence in official actions. 

o Economic Stability and Status: Establishing a clear pathway to legal status or 
citizenship for long-term residents, including individuals known as DREAMERS. 
Such a framework is vital for maintaining economic stability and securing the 
American workforce. 

o Systemic Efficiency and Support: Reforming the asylum and legal immigration 
processes to eliminate backlogs and create safe, orderly, and efficient avenues for 
legal entry, and enacting policies that support refugee and asylum seekers. 
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• Joint Base Lewis McChord: Joint Base Lewis McChord (JBLM) is one of twelve joint bases 
in the United States and the largest DOD installation west of the Mississippi River, with over 
52,000 service members and their families. The installation accounts for $5 billion in local 
payroll and a total of $9.2 billion in regional economic activity. Any downsizing at JBLM 
would have serious economic consequences for Tacoma and the Puget Sound region. The 
City opposes any Base Realignment and Closure (BRAC) considerations for JBLM. The City 
supports federal initiatives that support the health and well-being of our service members 
and their families. 
 

• Reconciling Federal and State Cannabis Policy: Retail cannabis is a multi-million dollar 
industry in Pierce County, which drives wealth building, economic opportunity, and 
entrepreneurship. However, local cannabis retailers are not able to access traditional 
banking services as cannabis remains classified as a controlled substance at the federal 
level. The City supports legislation that will facilitate local retailers’ access to federal 
financial institutions and business products, including the SAFE Banking Act.  
 

• Community Project Funding/Community Directed Spending: The City supports 
Congressionally Directed Spending and Community Project Funding that provides a 
singular influx of federal funds for important local projects and requests our Congressional 
delegation’s continued support of these requests and their participation in this process. 

 
• Low-Income Household Water Assistance Program (LIHWAP): The City supports 

continued appropriations for the LIHWAP program to aid low-income water utility 
ratepayers. 

 
• Local Control: The City prioritizes public input and community engagement in local 

decision-making. The federal government should honor local decision-making authority 
and the public processes that support local decision-making. 

 
• Daylight Savings: The City supports legislation that would make U.S. Daylight Saving Time 

permanent.   
 

Entheogens: The City encourages the full decriminalization of entheogen-related activities 
at the federal level in light of growing research indicting potential medical uses for the 
substances and the number of local jurisdictions and states that are decriminalizing 
entheogen-related activities.  
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2026 Federal Policy Positions

Alternative 
ResponseLaw Enforcement

Specific Criminal 
Offenses

Fire

• Alternatives to 
Traditional Law 
Enforcement 
Response

• Problem-Solving 
Courts

• Community 
Violence 
Reduction 
Programs

• Community 
Safety

• Recruitment 
and Retention

• Public Defense 
Funding

• Hate Crimes

• Substance Use

• Domestic 
Violence and 
Sexual Assault

Safety

• Support for 
TFD and 
funding for 
equipment 
and training

• Support for 
Life Services

• Battery fires

* New Item or language updated
** Identified as an item of significance by Council, but 
no language changes



22

2026 Federal Policy Positions
Housing and 

Homelessness

Housing Homelessness 
Services Infrastructure

• Federal 
Flexibility

• Reducing 
Displacement

• Federal 
Funding for 
Affordable 
Housing

• Area Median 
Income 
Calculation 

• Low Income 
Housing Tax Credit

• Homeownership

• Community 
Development 
Block Grants

• Funding for 
Shelters

• Infrastructure 
Investments

* New Item or language updated
** Identified as an item of significance by Council, but 
no language changes
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2026 Federal Policy Positions

Jobs

Livable Wage Jobs Economic Development Tools and Supports

• Skills Training

• Apprenticeship 
Programs/WIOA

• Cross-Sector 
Partnerships

• Barriers to 
Employment

• Small & 
Medium-Sized 
Businesses

• Small Business 
Technical 
Assistance

• Advanced 
Workforce 
Opportunity

• Economic 
Development 
Tools

• Advanced 
Manufacturing  
and Emerging 
Industries

• Career Pathways

• Trade Adjustment 
Assistance

• Opportunity Zones 

* New Item or language updated
** Identified as an item of significance by Council, but 
no language changes
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2026 Federal Policy Positions

Community 
Strength & 

Opportunity

Transportation 
and 

Infrastructure
Telecommunications Childcare

Arts, Culture, 
and the Creative 

Economy

• Tax Credits

• Guaranteed 
Income

• Reparations

• Voting Rights

• Transportation 
Network

• Public Transit

• Safety

• Pedestrian and 
Bike Accessibility

• Bridges

• Harbor 
Maintenance and 
Dredging

• Preserving City 
Right of Way

• Franchise Fees

• Digital Access

• High Speed 
Broadband

Access

• Access to Arts

• Creative 
Economy

• Access to 
Affordable, 
Quality 
Childcare

* New Item or language updated
** Identified as an item of significance by Council, but 
no language changes
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2026 Federal Policy Positions

Health

Physical and Behavioral Health Environment

• Right to healthcare

• Domestic Violence / Sexual 
Assault

• Access to Services

• Community Health Centers

• 988 Suicide Crisis Lifeline

• Behavioral Health Workforce

• Climate Adaptation 
and Mitigation

• Local Health and 
Opportunity

• Interagency 
Partnership for 
Sustainable 
Communities

• Superfund Sites

• Brownfields

• Reuse and Recycling

• Landfills

• PFAS Contamination

* New Item or language updated
** Identified as an item of significance by Council, but 
no language changes
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2026 Federal Policy Positions

Civil Rights Other Issues

• Discrimination

• Equal Pay

Additional Policy 
Positions

• Immigration

• Joint Base Lewis 
McChord

• Reconciling 
Federal and 
State Cannabis 
Policy

• Community 
Project Funding

* New Item or language updated
** Identified as an item of significance by Council, but 
no language changes

• Low-Income 
Household Water 
Assistance 
Program

• Local Control

• Daylight Savings 
Time

• Entheogens
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2026 GG State Policy Positions

Alternative ResponseLaw Enforcement Domestic Violence 
and Sexual Assault

Fire

• Alternatives to Traditional 
Law Enforcement Response**

• Problem-Solving Courts

• Community Violence 
Reduction Programs**

• Community Safety*

• Crime Prevention Through 
Environmental Design

• Funding and Assistance to 
Address Substance Addiction 
Crisis** 

• Recruitment and 
Retention*

• Independent 
Prosecutions of 
Police Use of 
Force**

• Automated 
Enforcement

• Public Defense**

• Business Support

Safety

• Support for 
TFD and TFD 
Medical 
Services

• Support for 
Life Support 
Services*

• Battery Fires*

• Surrender of 
Weapons

• Domestic 
Violence and 
Sexual Assault 
Prevention 
Programs and 
Services**

* New Item or language updated
** Identified as a priority
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2026 GG State Policy Positions
Housing and 

Homelessness

Housing Homelessness 
Services

Rental Housing Infrastructure

• Housing 
Development 
and Land Use

• Transit-Oriented 
Development*

• Reducing 
Displacement**

• Implementation 
Support**

• Extreme 
Weather 
Response

• State Funding 
for Affordable 
Housing**

• Expanding  
Homeownership 
Opportunities*

• Area Median 
Income 
Calculation**

• Funding for 
Shelters**

• Rights-of-
Way**

• Recreational 
Vehicles

• Rental 
Assistance and 
Tenant 
Protections**

• Professional 
Civil Legal 
Assistance

• Prior Criminal 
History

• Infrastructure 
Investments**

• Sidewalks**

• New Item or language updated 
• ** Identified as a priority
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2026 GG State Policy Positions

Jobs

Livable Wage Jobs Economic Development Tools and Supports Advancing Workforce 
Opportunity

• Skills Training**

• Apprenticeship 
Programs

• Cross-Sector 
Partnerships

• Barriers to 
Employment

• Small & Medium-
Sized Businesses**

• Small Business 
Technical 
Assistance**

• Economic 
Development 
Tools**

• Advanced 
Manufacturing and 
Emerging Industries

• Future-Focused Job 
Growth

• Career Pathways*

• Interstate Licensure 
Compacts

• Opportunity Zones*

• Advancing 
Workforce 
Opportunity*

• Cannabis 
Industry 

* New Item or language updated
** Identified as a priority
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2026 GG State Policy Positions

Community 
Empowerment

Transportation 
and 

Infrastructure
Telecommunications Arts and Culture

• Washington Future 
Fund

• Guaranteed Income

• Election Reform**

• People with Disabilities

• College Promise

• Community 
Reinvestment

• Access to Affordable, 
Quality Childcare**

• Access to Food & 
Services**

• Transportation 
Network*

• Access

• City Authority

• Transportation 
System Revenue 
Source**

• Transportation 
and infrastructure 
Funding**

• Digital Access

• High Speed 
Broadband

Access

• Cultural Access 
Washington**

• Arts and 
Creative 
Economy**

* New Item or language updated since 10/1
** Identified as a priority
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2026 GG State Policy Positions

Health

Physical and Behavioral Health Environment

• Access to 
Community-Based 
Behavioral Health 
Services**
• Opioid Crisis**
• Effective 

Behavioral 
Health 
Treatment**

• 988

• State Funding for Local 
Climate Efforts**

• Local Health & 
Opportunity*

• Electric Vehicles

• Climate Adaptation

• Carbon

• Investments to 
Improve Fish Passage 
and Water Quality

• Reuse and Recycling

• Tree Impact Fees

• Asarco Smelter Plume and 
Soil Contamination 

• Parks RX

• Reducing Air Pollution 
from Local Production 
Facilities

• Environmental Support 
for Businesses

• Nutrients*
• Biosolids

• Behavioral Health 
Workforce

• Programs to 
Support 
Vulnerable 
Populations**

* New Item or language updated since 10/1
** Identified as a priority
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2026 GG State Policy Positions

Fiscal Issues Planning General Government Immigration and 
Detention Other Issues

• State-Shared 
Revenue**

• Capital 
Improvements

• Fiscal 
Sustainability**

• Retirement 
Investments

• State 
Infrastructure 
Bank

• Participatory 
Budgeting

• Local Control

• Growth 
Management Act 
Reform

• Annexation

• Transfer of State 
Obligations**

• Local Planning 
Implementation

• Public Disclosure, 
Participation, and 
Transparency

• Protecting Library 
Workers

• Challenges to 
Intellectual 
Freedom

• Liability

• Public Works 
Contract 
Thresholds

• Surplus State 
Property

Additional Policy 
Positions

• City Codes and 
Policies**

• Events and Venues

• Youth School 
Enrollment

• Psilocybin 
Substances

• Litter & Graffiti**

• Immigration*

• Support for 
Health, Safety, 
and Welfare of 
Individuals 
Detained at the 
NWIPC*

* New Item or language updated
** Identified as a priority
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TO: Mayor & City Council 

FROM: Council Member Joe Bushnell and Senior Council Policy Analyst Lynda 

Foster 

COPIES TO: Hyun Kim, Interim City Manager; Allyson Griffith, Deputy City Manager; 

Chris Bacha, City Attorney 

SUBJECT: Resolution – Authorizing Council Contingency Funds to Support the 

Larchmont Community Schoolyard project – October 14, 2025  

DATE: October 8, 2025 

 
I ask for your support for a Resolution authorizing a Council Contingency Fund expenditure 
of $32,380.44 in support of the Larchmont Community Schoolyard Project.   
 
LEGISLATIVE INTENT:  
Council Contingency Fund Request:  
The Trust for Public Lands, Parks Tacoma, and Tacoma Public Schools launched a mission to 
transform Tacoma’s schoolyards to vibrant, community spaces through the Community School Yard 
program. They are working to ensure that every person in Tacoma has a quality park within a 10-
minute walk of home. By maximizing the use of existing schoolyards to serve as improved play 
arenas and increasingly natural spaces for children as well as adults. The first five pilot locations will 
serve more than 25,000 people in Tacoma’s South End and East Tacoma neighborhoods. While the 
first four projects (Stafford Elementary, Reed Elementary, Mann Elementary, and Whitman 
Elementary) have been completed, a recent reversal in grant funding disrupted the construction of 
the Larchmont Elementary Community Schoolyard.  
 
Larchmont Elementary's new community schoolyard would help bring quality green space to over 
1,000 nearby residents – addressing one of the largest park access gaps of any major city in 
Washington. Larchmont Elementary in the Eastside neighborhood of Tacoma currently services 370 
students.  
 
While the loss of federal grant funding is a setback, the core project partners, Trust for Public Lands, 
Parks Tacoma and Tacoma Public Schools each stepped up with additional dollars to create a true 
community schoolyard park. They are short a small portion of the total $912,380.55 projected cost 
and reached out for potential participation by the City of Tacoma as a great show of full community 
support for helping to fill the 10-minute walk gaps within the City. 
 
FUNDING REQUESTED: 
$ 32,380.44 
 
DESIRED RESOLUTION DATE: October 28, 2025 
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COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT/ (CUSTOMER RESEARCH): 
The local community in Tacoma has been actively involved in the design of each schoolyard park. 
Participatory design sessions with students and community members is an integral part of the 
program, as Parks Tacoma and The Trust for Public Lands has continued to center communities as a 
core principle and goal of the program. The schoolyard includes a simple playground, a well-worn 
natural turf field, and vacant grassy area. The grassy area represents a multitude of opportunities to 
bring the community’s vision to life for this play space. Students and neighbors already use the 
schoolyard regularly for drop-in activities, most notably for cricket. Creating a green schoolyard in 
this space would fortify community ownership and solidify the schoolyard as a community hub.  
 
2025 STRATEGIC PRIORITIES: 
Equity and Accessibility:  
When the Community Schoolyard program launched, 31% of Tacoma residents could not access 
parks or open spaces within a 10-minute walk of their homes, the largest park access gap of any 
major city in Washington. Renovating and opening all of Tacoma’s schoolyards to the public would 
increase the percentage of Tacomans living near a park from 69% to 88%.   
 
Education: Equity Index Score: Very Low Opportunity 
Increase the number of quality out of school time learning opportunities distributed equitably 
across the city. 
Demonstrate community support for education by increasing support for school levies and bonds; 
volunteering and mentoring youth. 
 
Civic Engagement: Equity Index Score: Very Low Opportunity 
Increase the percentage of residents who believe they are able to have a positive impact on the 
community and express trust in the public institutions in Tacoma.  
 
Livability: Equity Index Score: Very Low Opportunity 
Increase the number of Complete Compact Communities/ 20-Minute Neighborhoods throughout 
the city. 
Improve access and proximity by residents to diverse income levels and race/ethnicity to 
community facilities, services, infrastructure, and employment. 
Increase positive public perception of safety and overall quality of life. 
How does your policy, program, or service help or harm the health of the natural environment?⸊ 
(e.g. reduction in carbon emissions, open space conditions, sustainability, clean air, water and soil, 
and noise and light pollution). 
Improve health outcomes and reduce disparities, in alignment with the community health needs 
assessment and CHIP, for all Tacoma residents 
 
Explain how your legislation will affect the selected indicator(s)? 
The very nature of schoolyards directly enhances educational opportunities for youth. The 
community driven focus of each school yard reflects the needs of communities, and shows children 
and adults how their needs influence outcomes. Community schoolyards have significant impact on 
livability for entire neighborhoods. Close-to-home parks serve as essential backyards for millions of 
people and open up countless possibilities for communities and cities by helping to confront some 
of today’s most pressing urban challenges. 
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ALTERNATIVES:  

 
EVALUATIONS AND FOLLOW UP: 
The Trust for Public Lands, Parks Tacoma, and Tacoma Public Schools should keep the City of Tacoma 
apprised of work on this community school yard and the Community School Yard program.  
 
SPONSOR RECOMMENDATION: 
Sponsors recommend funding the remaining 32,380.44 needed to complete the final pilot project 
for the Community Schoolyard Project in Tacoma.  
 
FISCAL IMPACT: 
32,380.44 in Council Contingency funds.  
 
If you have a question related to the Council Contingency Fund Request, please contact 
Lynda Foster at 253.591.5166 or lfoster@Tacoma.gov. 
 
 
SUBMITTED FOR COUNCIL CONSIDERATION BY: ____________________________________      

Council Member Bushnell 
 
SUPPORTING COUNCIL MEMBERS SIGNATURES  
(Signatures demonstrate support to initiate discussion and consideration of the subject matter by 
City Council for potential policy development and staff guidance/direction.) 
 
 
1. _______________________ POS#_________2____ 
 
 
Mayor’s initials _______ 
(Mayor’s initials for awareness only to ensure alignment and coordination of emergent policies.) 

Alternative Positive Impacts Negative Impacts 
1. Do not provide funding, or 
provide less funding 

Preserve resources for other 
priorities 

Larchmont schoolyard project 
will have to be downsized  

3.   



 Contingency Commitments
Funding Amount

2025 321,709.00$              

Resolution 41610
Council Requested - Golden Gloves Sponsorship 10,000.00$                
Council Contingency fund expenditure of $10,000 to support the 76th Annual Golden Gloves Boxing 
Tournament in Tacoma. 

Substitute Ordinance 29002 
Grand  Cinema Capital Campaign 50,000.00$               
Dedicate $50,000 of the 2025-2026 Budget for Council Contingency to the Grand Cinema Capital 
Campaign for improvements to the Merlino Building. 

Substitute Ordinance 29002 
Rebuilding Hope Capital Campaign 25,000.00$               
Dedicate $25,000 of the 2025-2026 Budget for Council Contingency for the Rebuilding Hope Capital 
Campaign. 

Resolution 41681
Tacoma Porchfest 10,000.00$                
Council Contingency fund expenditure of $10,000 to sponsor Tacoma Porchfest.

Resolution 41968
South Tacoma Green Blocks Program 15,000.00$                
Council Contingency Fund expenditure of $15,000 to Supplement the $30,000 South Tacoma 
Neighborhood Planning Booster funding to conduct a full green blocks-scale program in the South 
Tacoma Neighborhood. 

Resolution 41724
Historical Society 2025 Destiny Dinner Sponsorship 10,000.00$                
Council Contingency Fund expenditure in the amount of $10,000 to support the Tacoma Historical 
Society’s 2025 Destiny Dinner.

Resolution 41723
BIPOC Health & Wellness Fair 5,000.00$                 
A Council Contingency Fund expenditure in the amount of $5,000 to support the 2025 BIPOC Health & Wellness 
Fair. 

Resolution 41140
Grit of Destiny Sponsorship 15,000.00$                
A Council Contingency Fund expenditure of $15,000 for a "Grit of Destiny: City of Tacoma" Documentary 

Resolution 411735
50,000.00$               

A Council Contingency Fund expenditure of $50,000 for staffing and facilitation of the Tacoma Labor 
Standards Task Force. 

Resolution 41757
20,000.00$               

A Council Contingency Fund expenditure of $20,000 to Advocates for Immigrants in Detention Northwest  
for their phone call fund. 

Resolution 41773
2,500.00$                 

A Council Contingency Fund expenditure of $2,500 to sponsor 2nd Cycle's Bike Stories. 

Resolution 41774
7,500.00$                 

A Council Contingency Fund expenditure of $7,500 to sponsor Trick or Streets community event.

To Council October 14, 2025 
32,380.44$               

A Council Contingency fund expenditure of $32,380.44 in support of the Larch mont Community 
Schoolyard project. 

Starting Balance 321,709.00$              
Total Amount Allotted 252,380.44$             
Current Balance 69,328.56$                



Date Meeting Subject Department Background

October 14, 2025 Study Session (Hybrid Council Chambers / Dial-in 12:00 p.m.) State and Federal Legislative Agenda Government Affairs - Alex MacBain & Andrea 
Roper 

Staff will provide Council with a briefing and seek direction from 
Council on the proposed state and federal General Government 
policy positions and legislative priorities for the 2026 legislative 
session

University of Washington Street Vacation Waiver 

Interim City Manager Workplan Update Interim City Manager Hyun Kim 

Committee of the Whole (Hybrid Council Chambers / Dial-in Immediately 
following Study Session 

2025 - 2026 Mid - Biennium Budget Modifications  Mayor and Council Members will discussed their proposed budget 
modifications 

City Council Meeting (hybrid Council Chambers /dial-in 5:00 PM)  
October 21, 2025 Study Session (Hybrid Council Chambers / Dial-in 12:00 p.m.) Middle Housing Permitting Program Planning and Development Services - Peter 

Huffman and Corey Newton 
PDS staff will seek feedback from the City Council on a proposed pilot 
program for middle housing permitting. The Middle Housing 
Permitting Program will be a pilot program that is intended to 
shorten the time it takes to get a permit for new housing 
developments that comprise of 20 units or less

Street Initiative I Progress Report Public Works - Jeffrey Jenkins, Erik Sloan Staff will provide the City Council with an update on the progress of 
the Streets Initiative I. It outlines key milestones achieved, highlights 
ongoing efforts, and identifies any challenges or adjustments made 
since the initiative's launch. .

City Council Meeting (hybrid Council Chambers /dial-in 5:00 PM)  Budget First Reading 

October 28, 2025 Joint TPU / City Council Study Session (Hybrid Council Chambers / Dial-in 
12:00 p.m.) 

2026 Legislative Agenda Alex MacBain, Senior Government Affairs 
Officer and Andrea Roper, Senior Government 
Affairs Officer; Logan Bahr, TPU Community 
and Government Relations Manager and 
Lauren Adler, TPU Federal Relations Manager

Staff from General Government and TPU will provide a briefing on 
the proposed citywide state and federal 2026 legislative agenda for 
the Washington State Legislature and the U.S. Congress. The 
presentations will include proposed state and federal General 
Government policy positions and legislative priorities and the 
proposed TPU legislative agenda. 

*Committee of the Whole ( (Hybrid Council Chambers / Dial-in  - Immediately 
Following the Study Session) 

Wastewater & Stormwater System Development Charges Environmental Services - Ramiro Chavez, The Environmental Services Department (ES) seeks policy feedback 
from Committee of the Whole on proposed system development 
charges, one-time charges for new development to fund projects 
that increase our wastewater and stormwater system capacities. 

Transportation Impact Fees Public Works - Jennifer Kammerzell The Public Works Department (PW) seeks policy feedback from the 
Committee of the Whole on proposed transportation impact fees. 
Impact fees are one-time fees that jurisdictions can use to help pay 
for the cost of capital improvements needed to accommodate new 
growth.

City Council Meeting (hybrid Council Chambers /dial-in 5:00 PM)  Budget Second Reading / Adoption 
November 4, 2024 Study Session (Hybrid Council Chambers / Dial-in 12:00 p.m.) 

Council Meeting Only Cancelled 



Community Vitality and Safety Committee
2nd and 4th Thursdays of the month

4:30pm
Zoom and TMB 248

CBC Assignments
• Commission on Disabilities 

• Commission on Immigrant and Refugee Affairs 
• Community's Police Advisory Committee  • Housing Authority 
• Human Rights Commission • Human Services Commission 

• Public Library Board • Tacoma Community Redevelopment Authority

Date Topic Presenter(s) Description
October 9, 2025 Study Group to Assess Effect of Tacoma’s New Renter Protection 

Ordinance Study Results
Professor Mike Craw, Evergreen State College 
and Michael Mirra, Co-convener

Presentation on the results of a locally-driven study to assess the effect of Tacoma’s Landlord 
Fairness Code Initiative

October 23, 2025 Landlord Fairness Code Initiative Policy Proposal Council Member Sarah Rumbaugh; City Council

October 30, 2025 Special Meeting: Landlord Fairness Code Initiative Council Member Sarah Rumbaugh, City Council

Committee Members 
(Chair)  CM Rumbaugh, (Vice Chair) CM Walker, CM Sadalge, and CM Scott

Alternate: CM Diaz
Executive Liaison: Vicky McLaurin; Coordinator: Arsenio Roddy-Little



2nd, 4th, and 5th 
Tuesdays of the month

10:00am
Zoom and TMB 248

CBC Assignments
• City Events and Recognition Committee 

• Equity in Contracting Advisory Committee 
• Convention Center Public Facilities District

• Tacoma Arts Commission • Tacoma Creates Advisory Board 

Date Topic Presenter(s) Description
October 14, 2025 Community and Economic Development Strategic 

Plan 2026-2030 First Draft Review
Debbie Bingham, Business and Economic 
Development Manager, Community and Economic 
Development

Staff will present the first draft of the 2026-2030 Community and Economic 
Development Strategic Plan for Committee questions and input. 

Neighborhood Business Districts Program Update Carol Wolfe, Division Manager, Community and 
Economic Development; Shari Hart, Business and 
Economic Development Analyst, Community & 
Economic Development

This presentation will provide an overview of the refreshed Neighborhood Business 
District Program, highlighting updated strategies to better support local businesses, 
enhance public spaces, and drive inclusive economic growth. Staff will also share next 
steps for implementation.

October 28, 2025 Tacoma Creates Annual Report Clarissa Gines, Tacoma Creates Program 
Coordinator; Lisa Jaret, Tacoma Creates Program 
Manager; Rebecca Solverson, Arts and Cultural 
Vitality Division Manager, Community and 
Economic Development; Katie Mattran, Chair, 
Tacoma Creates Advisory Board

This presentation will provide updates to the Economic Development Committee 
regarding the 2024-25 program year for Tacoma Creates, and the positive impacts of 
this funding in the community. We will share highlights from our annual report, 
including details about the funds distributed to dozens of local non-profit cultural 
organizations, and examples of programming happening downtown and in 
neighborhoods across the City. 

Jobs 253 and the Maritime 253 Skills Center Stephanie Glenisky, Career and Technical 
Education Director; Kristie Wolford, Maritime 253 
Skills Center Director, Tacoma Public Schools; 
Deborah Trevorrow, Business and Economic 
Development Analyst, Community and Economic 
Development

This presentation will provide key updates on Tacoma Public Schools’ Jobs 253 
Program and the expansion of workforce development initiatives, including the launch 
of the Maritime|253 Skills Center. Attendees will learn about our growing partnerships 
with industry, recent successes in student employment and credentialing, and 
strategic plans to strengthen career-connected learning across priority sectors. The 
session will also outline upcoming opportunities to deepen collaboration and expand 
equitable access to high-demand, high-wage career pathways.

Committee Members 
(Chair) DM Daniels, (Vice Chair) CM Diaz,  

CM Bushnell, and CM Scott
Alternate: CM Rumbaugh; 

Executive Liaison: Tanja Carter; Coordinator: Anna Le

Economic Development Committee



Government Performance and Finance Committee
1st and 3rd Tuesdays of the month

10:00am
Zoom and TMB 248

CBC Assignments
• Audit Advisory Board • Board of Ethics 

• Civil Service Board • Public Utility Board

Date Topic Presenter(s) Description
October 7, 2025 Cancelled
October 21, 2025 Insurance 101 Luis Fragoso, Risk Manager Risk manager will provide an overview of the City's Insurance 

policies and other issues related to risk exposure of the City.

Telecommunications Franchise Agreement with 
Fatbeam, LLC

Jeff Lueders, Media & Communications (MCO) 
Division Manager

Staff from MCO will present on a 10 year telecommunications 
franchise agreement with Fatbeam LLC to operate in the City of 
Tacoma's right of way. 

Telecommunications Franchise Agreement with 
Forged Fiber 37, LLC

Jeff Lueders, Media & Communications (MCO) 
Division Manager

Staff from MCO will present on a 10 year telecommunications 
franchise agreement with Forged Fiber 37, LLC to operate in the City 
of Tacoma's right of way. 

Committee Members 
(Chair) CM Hines, (Vice Chair) CM Bushnell, 

DM Daniels, and CM Rumbaugh
Alternate: CM Walker

Executive Liaison: Andy Cherullo; Coordinator: Chantra Real



Infrastructure, Planning, and Sustainability Committee
2nd and 4th 

Wednesdays of the month
4:30pm

Zoom and TMB 248

CBC Assignments
• Board of Building Appeals 

• Climate and Sustainability Commission
• Landmarks Preservation Commission • Planning Commission  

• Transportation Commission • Urban Design Board
Date Topic Presenter(s) Description

October 22, 2025 Planning Commission Work Program Brian Boudet, Planning Division Manager, 
Planning and Development Services

Staff from Planning and Development Services will present the draft Planning 
Commission Annual Work Program and seek input and concurrence from the 
Committee. 

Transformed Neighborhood Traffic Calming Program Brennan Kidd, Assistant Division Manager; 
Qi Chen, Neighborhood Programs 
Engineer

The presentation will share information about the updated program, including its 
structure, goals, tools, and funding.

Automated Traffic Enforcement Expansion Update Carrie Wilhelme, Principal Transportation 
Planner; Eric Huseby, Assistant Division 
Manager, Public Works 

Staff will provide an update on recommendations to expand the City’s automated traffic 
enforcement program, including additional information on program financials and 
revenue, proposed methodology for identifying new automated enforcement camera 
locations, and education and outreach efforts.

November 12, 2025 Cancelled -- --

Committee Members 
(Chair) CM Walker, (Vice Chair) CM Diaz, 

CM Hines, and CM Sadalge
Alternate: CM Bushnell

Executive Liaison: Ramiro Chavez; Coordinator: Anna Le
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